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INTRODUCTION. 



jLJL F T E R the many publications upon 
equeftrian fubjeds, it may appear to fome 
rather extraordinary that matter either new^ 
inJiruSirve, or entertaining^ can be produced 
to excite the ferious attention even of thofe, 
who are the moft curious in their par- 
ticular ftuds and different appropriations ; 
but fuch admiratioi^ will as readily fublide^ 
upon a retrofpeiSlive allufion to the origi- 
nal motives of the various writers, the al- 
moft unlimited extent of the fubjeft, the 
conftantly encreafing eftimation of the ob- 

jeA treated on^ and the confignment to 

8 perpetuai 



Ti INTRODUCTION. 

perpetual d///V/W*of many literary produc- 
tions, (unfortunately for their authors) io 
ibon as they were brought to the teft of 
public invtftigation. 



The Gentleman's Stable Direftory, hav- 
ing by the unprecedented rapidity of its 
circulation through ten large editians, and 
the acknowledged utility of its inftruftions ; 
in a great degree fuperfeded former opi- 
nions, and eftabliflied the profeffional repu- 
tation pf the writer ; it will be hardly con- 
fidered a mark of prefumption, that (under 
the flattering influence of popularity) the 
fame pen ftiould onc^ more afpire to the hope 
of applaufe, in his defire' to extend the lyf- 
tem of management to a degree of confifl:- 
ency hitherto undefcribed by any one of the 
numerous authprs, who have preceded us 

> 

upon .the fame or fimilar fubjefts. 

♦ o So 
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INTRODUCTION. yii 

So far as health and condition arc 
preferable to difeafey fo much more cjefir- 
^ble muft PREVENTION ever prove to the 
neceffity of cure. The purport of the pre- 
fent undertaking will, therefore, be found 
appertaining much more to fuch parts of 
llabularian difcipline, as come under the 
diftinftion of novelty, and not treated on 
in a direSl way^ than at all applicable to the 
inveftigation or cure of difeafe; unlefs in 
Dccafional allufions or medical references 
evidently branching from the fubjeft, and 
tending to corroborate and improve the in- 
tentional uniformity of the vv^hole. It be- 
ing the prcdopiipant vv^ifh of the v^riter, to 
render this publication fuch kind of colla- 
teral appendage to The Stable Direc- 
TpRy, as may poriftitute in both, a com- 
plete chain of ufeful and entertaining in- 
ftrudion for the improvement of the fpe- 

cies: 
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cies ; their management in Jicknefs or healthy 
the field or fiable^ including, under diftindt 
heads, fuch faSis from experience and infer -^ 
ences from nafure, as will, the author is 
carneftly induced to hope, procure him the 
approbation of thofe, by the fandlion of 
whofe exteniive patronage he has been al- 
ready fo very highly honoured* 
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6 R E E D I N G, 

'ROM its general magnitude, prevalfent 
fafhion, and great utility, is certainly 
entitled to prfecede every other fubje^ up- 
tin which we (hall hav^ occafidh to enlarge^ 
in the courfti of the work bfefore us ; and 
will afford ample opportunity to introducd 
fuch Remarks stnd inflriidtidns, as may evi«- 
dently tend to improve what is now becomfc 
fo univerfal, that the world at large, either 
iti pka/ure^ agriculture^ or commercis^ feem 
intefefted in its fuccefs. Previous to em- 
barkation in fo extenfive a field fot invefti- 
gation, it may be applicable to obferve, 
that whatever opinions may be promulgated 
a& matters of recommendation^ they arc not 
VoL^ IL B t© 
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to be confidered the delufive eife<3: of ipe-- 
culative rumination, but tbe^ refult of long 
perfonal experience and attentive obfervatiort 
among horfes in my own polTeflion, froni 
brood mares and colts to every defcription^ 
whether for the ^urf^ Fkld^ Moad, 00 Draffs 

Although fodie of the fubjeds upon which 
we proceed to treaty may have been flight-^ 
ly mentioned by writers who have gone be- 
fore us, it is generally known to have been 
in fo fuperficial and unconnefted a way, 
that little informatiQH^ or. inftrijdion could 
be at all gleaned from their endeavours ; a 
few loofe hints upoa each having been di- 
greffively obtruded, or indifcriminately in- 
troduced, amidft topics to which they did 
not bear the leaft alluiionj. and from wheace 
concluiions of the fmalleft utility could jic« 
yer be drawn • 

Thefe errors it has. been the principal de- 
' fign to correft, by reducing to difiinSl heads 
all fuch obfervations and remarks as cojiili- 
tute the body of the work, and are intended 
as incentives to general improvement upon 
the great variety of fubjcd:a we fhall en- 
deavour 
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fJ^ttvoOfr tb tofitraift iilto one te^ulat iixh. 
Wii/Wm pdint of view, with as little refer*, 
eftce to> or ihim^dvtrfion upon others, a^ 
the natare of fuch publitation will admiCi. 

So much his been faid lipon the origin^ 
tnveftigation and cure of difeafe, in out; for- 
mBf volume of "Tht Stable BireStory^ that 
we fhaH advert as little as pdflible to medi-^ 
cal coniSderatioASi unlefs where from nev^^ 
occafions; or recent difcoverics, they be- 
come intimately and unavoidably connefted 
with the fubjeft under difcuffion, as will! 
fjfobably ptove the cafe with fame few 
heads, before we arrive at the goal of ottt 
undertaking. 

Bit BED I NG^ though a fubje<a of palpable 
iniportance to the improvement of this moft 
iifeful animal, feems to have received lefs 
affiftance from literary exertion than any 
other that has ever attraded the time of 
attention of thofe natoralifts, who have I4 
vtber refpeSs contributed largely to the ad- 
vantage and-entertdnment of the public* 
This aflertion, generally conlidered, has one 
ftrijfeing exceptioft in the peculiar and con- 
• * B 2 ftantly 
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ftantly encreafing circumfpedlion, to im- 
prove (if poflible) what abfblutely appears 
to have already reached the very fummit of 
^crfedlion: It will be readily conceived I 
allude to xJm almofl; incredible care and at- 
tention beftowed upon the breed and ma- 
nagement of our * Hood borfes for the turf, 
at this moment efteemed equal (if not fupe- 
rior) in Jpeed^ bottom^ and difcipliae to any 
other in th^ known world, particularly fince 
the fafhionable rage for Arabians has fo 
gradually declined* 

Pcrfonal emulation amongft fome of the 
firft charaders in the three kingdoms for 
near a century paft (with the moft unre- 
mitting perfeverance and pradtical experi- 
ence of the fubordinate clafTes, upon the ad- 
vantageous crofles in bloody bone^Jhape^ make, 
zvidi JlrengtbJ has rendered Newmarket 
not only the firft feat of Equeftrian cele- 
brity, but to a breeder zoA /port/man , one of 
the moft enchanting fcenes the univerfe has 
to produce. This part of the fpecies hav- 
ing, under fuch accumulated power and in- 
duftry, attained the very pinnacle of pre- 
eminence, nothing can be introduced to 

brecdert 
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breeders of fuch nice diftindion^ that will 
poffibly add weight, or give force to fo com-> 
plete a fyftem of unfullied perfection : As 
it is^ however, generally admitted this fyftem- 
atic knowledge is by no means univerfal, 
fuch ufeful remarks and appertaining ob- 
iervations will be occafionally introduced 
under this head, as will afford ufeful intel- 
ligence or inftrudion to thofb who have 
commenced breeders, without adverting to 
the qualifications or advantages abfolutely 
requifite for the fuccefsful nuuiagement of 
a breeding ili|d« 

Taking leave for the prefent of bloody 
fidtgree^ and fafhion^ we advert to the very 
capital breed of real Englifh hunters, and 
beautiful draft or carriage horfes, for which 
the counties of T^rk^ Leicejlery Lincoln^ and 
Northampton arc fo defervedly famous i they 
are certainly entitled to take the lead of 
every other county in the kingdom, not 
more in the care and fuperiority of their 
breed, than the confiflency of their pro- 
ceedings to improve it. This preference, 
fo generally known and univerfally admitted, 
will create no furprife when we recoiled 

B q haw 
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IjQW admirably giftf4 by jiatiire thofe ccmn% 
ties ar? with requi/it^ advantages, that othci? 
parts of England have not to boaft;. nor can 
they, fioax locality «f fim^tioOt ^^^'T obtain* 

. . • ■ '- '' ■ • • 

Situate as Ih^ iiiJbabiliNitft : fire for. thefQ 

?onv€maii?es, they have confeqjiieatly de^ 
dicated mor^ time aad atlentiwo ta the kn^ 
jprov^ment of the fpecjiea in gewral, £(m 
fbe pufpofe* of QittQlumcnt^ than the natives 
of ippft other counties, wher« the aittenapt 
(however jiidieipa% nM«fe) becomes in fome 
<iegree abortive, not only in. refpe^ to tho 
deceptive expectation of profit, but a cer- 
tain' 4egeneracy Uomiyjich Jl^etfr^gejie^w wi-^ 
am (if 1 may be allowed the ejcpreflion) a% 
wiU be hereaifteif more qlearly e:i?plaine4i 

<^u{loms and oplnlpAS upon tbki fubje^ 
^re both local ajtd nwm^rouSi notwithftand-i 
^ whiqh they are frequently fubfervient 
to exigence i>S eitcunliftances, and become 
produ<^ive of a propagation calculated for 
litjtle nK>re than ^ confumption of food^ 
without a fingle prominent or diftinguifliing. 
53ark of blood, ftrep|th^ or utility. 

There 
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There are many fobftantial reafons to be 
adduced^ why the breeders of the northera 
counties exceed all other parts of England), 
in the eonfijkncy^ ftr^^gt^% f^fr^on, zndfym^ 
netry of their flock i for exclufire of their 
natural advantages of the «moft luxuriant 
pafture, and temperate climate for fuch pur- 
|X)fe, they arc rigidly attentive to every 
cximponcnt minutias of the whole ; not only 
to the ibape^ make^ bone^ flrength, and uni«^ 
formity of both fire and iam^ but likewife 
to hereditary defeds^ blemiihes^ and iiefor* 
tniXxts^ rejeding every probability of ^^//^ or 
injury, diveftcd of the paUry penurious con« 
^derations by which the conduct of many 
are * regulated, who have been breeding dl 
their Hves, without the fatisfadiion of hav«* 
ing ever once had a horfe or mare of £gure^ 
fafhioil^ or value ia their poffeffioa. 

* ■ . J 

Thjs^is^a faft fo clcady eftabliflaed, it wiH 
«ome home to the remembrance of every 
reader^ when taking a mental furvey of his 
rural ndghbbur^^ amongfl whom he will 
perfedlly recoiled: fome one or more fo invini? 
^ibly attached to the merits of a blind fiaU 
iioHg or the virtues of his own fpider^legged 

JB 4 marc. 
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mare^ that deftitute of judgment, and deaf 
to remonftrance, he ranks (in imagination J 
the produce a prodigy even in embryo^ and 
proceeds regularly, year after year, encreafing 
the number, without a fingle addition to thq 
imprPYemenl qf the fpecies, 

• • 
Thefe are the kind of hypothetical breeds 
crs, (and great plenty there are) who cal- 
culate doubly in error, by calculating upon 
profit^ without a iingle contingent refledion 
upon lofs ; ridiculouily fuppofing a mare in 
foal, or after delivery, can fupport her own 
frame, and that of her offspring, upon lefs 
foodthzn any other horfe or mare in conilant 
nvork; and begin breeding under an idea that 
it will be attended with little or noexpence: 
Thus totally inadequate (or indifferent) to th« 
generating oifitjh^ blood\ and bone by the ef- 
fedt of nutrition, ihey penurioufly and inhu- 
jpianly adopt a kind of temporary poverty, $nd 
after a year or two of aEtificial fanzine feem 
greatly furpcifed, that air and exercifc, alone 
have not praduced a colt, or filly* pf equal 
^ze, "Jirengtb^ and perJsSlion^ with thofe who 
ha^ve omitted np one expenfe or neceffary 
acqulfitipn, that cpul^in the icad contribute; 
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to the formation of points £o very defirablct 
in objects of fucb tedious expedation» and 
•no littto anxiety, before their merits or de- 
ficiencies could be at all fatisfadorily afcer* 
tained. To avoid the accufation or even 
fufpicion of intentional repetition^ the unin«» 
formed reader 19 referred for an invefti^« 
tkm of nutriment, its procefs and efitedts^ to 
Vol.1, of the Stable Directory, under 
the articles oi feedings f^^fiif^ ^nd mange, 
where he may coUedt every information he 
pan poffibl^ require upon the fubjedt# 

Thoie who fucceed beft, and render the 
bufinefs of breeding a matter of emolument, 
are evidently gentlemen, graziers or farmers^ 

* 

who adhere clofely to the plan of producing 
a diftind ftock for either the turf, field,] or 
draft, by adire£l fyf^ematic union of the re« 
quifite qualifications in both Jire and dam^ 
without falling . into the erroneous opinion 
of forming an excellent hunter itom, a blood 
horfe and cart mare i with finular changes 
eternally ringing by thofe who fell into the 
egregious miftake, of expecting that an e-r 
qual partition of qualities from both fire and 
^^fp, villi be £o critically blended, as to 
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conflitute a medium exaSify between botb^ 
when every judicious obferver will be ena- 
bled to corroborate the opinion, that the 
event frequently proves the error and de«- 
monftrates a palpable degeneracy from even 
the worjt of the tw^. 

Thefe are the kinds of connexion I hare 
before Wmed heterogeneous^ upon experi- 
mental convidiion, in fuch propagaitibn ; the 
natural iluggi(hnefs and inactivity of the old 
Englilh draft horfe, whether it be in^ror 
4lam, generally predominately in the offs- 
pring, conftituting an objed: of difappcnnt- 
ment where fo much improvement was ex> 
peded by the crofs. I believe (without ad« 
verting to memory) that in a number of 
years pad, I may boldly venture to afHrm, I 
could number at leaft twenty within the ex« 
tenfive circle of my own acquaintance, who 
full of expedatipn, and. certain of fuccefs^ 
(in oppofition to every perfuafion) pofitive- 
ly believed they fhoold produce ftrong ho- 
ney hunters of figure, fa(hion, fpeed, and 
ftrength in this way, when Time, the ex- 
pofitor of all doubts, has at length reduced 
the conjedlure to a certainty ; and afifer wait- 
ing 
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ing four or five: years for the. fruit of their 
(Sxpe£tation to. attain perfeftion, the prodigy 
has been unavoidably doomed to the drud- 
gery of a hutpber*« u:ay» or the market cart 
of ibcQo induArious mecbaDic. 

To this defcription of breeders, who are 
continually promoting the propagation of 
the fpecies^ without a fingle confiflent idea^ 
or relative confideration to the neceffary re« 
quiiites of country and keepy or qualifica^ 
tions of^<r and dam^ (with an additional 
prepoiTeilion in favour of certain ridiculous 
crofles) are we indebted for the infinity of 
borfe^ annually produced in almoft every 
fimprop^J part pf the kingdom, that from 
want of fbapei rnake, bone, fize, and ftrength 
^re of no proportional value to the expenfe 
they have occafioned ; they can pafs under 
ik) diftin^ denomination, are applicable to 
90 particular purpofe, but become an expen- 
five burden to the owners, who, too fre- 
quently fond of their own produdtion, fix an 
imaginary value upon their imperfeSitons ^ and 
j^ear after year pernxit them to con fume food 
^nd fodder that mi^ht evidently be- appro- 
priated 
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* 

priated to fervices o£ much greater public 
utility and private emoluineut« 

To the ^conftant increafe of horfes that ai^ 
of little or no value^ may be attributed^ in a 
collateral degree, the alarming advance in 
almofl: every neceflary of life vsrhere the in- 
digent and neceflitous are moftly interefted 
without exception : But as the introduction 
of minute calculations to demonftrate the 
faft, would be digrcfling from the fubjed: 
before us, I fhall only refer the attention of 
the curious reader for a moment, to a com-* 
parative refledion upon the Incredible con- 
fumption of pafturage in fummer, and corn 
with hay in winter, that might through otb€r 
channels be ntnich more adapted to the pro^ 
motion of a general sood« 

After the remarks hitherto introduce^ 
upon the inconfiftency and very fajhionable 
abjurdity^ of even attempting to breed hories 
in fuch parts of the kingdom as are but ill 
adapted to the purpofe, whether froni tho 
hilly ftate of the country, the infertility of 
the foil, want of luxuriance in the pafture^ 
cr many other concomitant obftacles, (totally 

unat^ 
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iinattended to by the parties concerned) it 
becomes perfe&ly applicable^ to revert once 
more to the frequent and inconiiderate prac* 
tice of uniting horfes and mares, with every 
joint hereditary blemifh or defed that can 
render the offspring unpromiiing; with* 
cut a iingle perfedion, or encouraging ray 
of expectation, to conilitute a jun&ion of 
points, poiiibly tending ^i the lead to form 
a produce even tolerably adequate to the par-* 
ticular purpofe for which it may be intend- 
ed when at a proper age it is brought into 
uie. Sucb breeders feldom pay the leaft at* 
tention to merits^ tempers^ vices, conjiituti-' 
cnal blemijbes, or hereditary defedls of either 
fire or dam i the grand and leading objeA is, 
to obtain a horfe or mare of their ^^ own 
breed: " in that happy thought alone is to 
coniift their perfedtion, and in fuch ex- 
panded idea is buried every jufl or relative 
confideration* 

Predominant reafons are by no means 
wanting to elucidate this ftrange and invin-i 
cible infatuation ; for penury in fome, abfp- 
lute inadvertency in others, - and palpable 
indolence in the remaining clafs, efFcdl the 

annual 
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annual increaie to a ceruinty ; thi iame ufl^ 
accountable prejudice that prompts them id 
commence breeders^ without a confident 
qualification in b^rft or nutre^ influenced 
them 2XSo to refeirve a colt of fuch breed to 
perform the office of Stallion^ in the Vi-* 
cinity of their own rfefidence^ that die db« 
iurdity began by themfelves titty be petfe^ 
vered in by others : This prodigy y with all 
his imperfedions, ifi permitted to cover gra-^ 
tis^ or for a trifling pecuniary confiderationi 
to thd fenrant^ (as a complete gratification 
of the owner's ambition in breeding) and 
priDVing a local convenienoe^ is readily 6m^ 
braced by the inactive clafTes before defcrib** 
ed» while others of more frudince^ JP^rit^ 
emulation^ orconfifliencyof condaft; willra-* 
ther fend a mare fifty miles^ arid encounter 
any donfequent expenfe^ to obtain a horfe 
whofe (hape, make, bone, ftrcngth, and ac-» 
tion are calculated to correfpond with the 
dam, promifing to produce a colt or filly^ 
adequate in figure and value to the purpofe 
originally intended. 

Notwithfl:anding thefe neceflary precau-^ 
tions, the long ftaodiog adage of there be-» 

ing 



B R E E D I N a 15 

tag y no one rule without an exception/' is 
fometione^ ytrified ^ and this even in. the 
hxtt, blood Jiuds in the kingdom^ where the 
ilpi^tefl; attention to erery confonant point 
is fo rigidly perfevcred in, that the leaft de- 
viation froia fymmetiy, fpeed and perfedtioa 
could ha,rdly be believed, did not the refult 
fb clearly demonflrate the frequency of the 
faft. 

Extraosrdlnary as fuch circumftance may 
^pear, it is certainly true that many of the 
mod: capital, runners, when they have be- 
come flalliona, fddom^ or ever begot a win- 
ner, though the mares have been feled;ed 
with the greatefl care as objeds of equal 
perfection. Thefe remain among the ab- 
ftrufe recefTes of nature that will, perhaps, 
Qver continue uncKplaiDed ; we may there- 
fore patjiently adopt a fuppoiition as a fubfti- 
tute £br diicovery, prefuming, ^\ fo far fhall 
ye go, and no farther," is all that can be 
advanced in elucidation of the fubje£t. 

In corroboration of this well* authen- 
ticated affertion, great numbers might.be 
particuJariMd of the prefent day, where the 

progeny 



j& BREEDINd. 

progeny have degenerated in almoft evirf 
point from fire and dam ; but the rapid fucw 
cefiion of one capital horie upon another/ 
(feaibn after feafon) would render the names 
of fuch as might now be mentioned^ a matter 
of oblivion to future readers, and provte ta 
them little or nothing of an opinion w6 
wi{h to eftablifh beyond the power of con^ 
tradition. 

So much chance appertains to the ad of 
breeding for the Turf, that one hciy get 
very frequently conftitutes a Stallion of 
Fashion, to which the rage of future iea«» 
ions becomes incredibly fubfervient ; innu- 
merable inftances might be quoted in (HTOof 
of this fporting credulity, but we will con- 
trad the number to fuch only as are too 
eminent in their flock ever to be forgotten^ 
fo long as the pedigrees of " great, greats 
great, great, great grand dams and grands 
fires'" fhall be tranfmitted to pofterity* 

It is now within the memory of huii« 
dreds upon the turf, that old Marjk (a mofl 
capital runner of his time) covered in Wind^ 
for Foreft and its neighbourhood, a very 
great number of mares fo low as half a 

guinea 
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guinea each, but upon the produdlion of 
Eclipse, (a horfe whofe almoft unprece* 
dented qualifications and performances will 
in all probability never be forgotten) his 
price was enhanced to fifty guineas, and 
that only for a certain number in the feafop^ 
out of which (though much advanced in 
years) he produced many winners, when 
the feledtion of mares became fo much ia 
his favour. 

Such fluAuation of popularity (lill de- 
pends upon the uncertainty of events, an 
additional proof of which deferves to be 
recorded as worthy the attention of fportf* 
men to whom it is not very generally known^ 
though too well authenticated to admit even 
a (hadow of doubt, and reduces to a certainty 
the former obfervation, that Chance alone 
is often entitled to the merit fo conftantly 
attributed io judgment znA penetration. 

The dam of Eclipfe having been covered 
in that feafon by both Shakespeare and 
Marsk, it remained a matter of doubt for 
fome days with his late Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of Cumberland and his dud groom. 

Vol. II. C to 
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to wiicJI^ the colt (houlii' be afcribed ; t^iw^ 
cver^ the time of the mare's brkigk^ foFth 
during the great Eciipie)- eomifig fieareft 
to the da^. ihe was beokeii ta haw been* 
eovered iy Marjk, to him wm ftMsriba^xt 
tite diftiftgui(hed honour of g^mg ene o# 
the ftrft^ hoffes in the knoWQ worlds who^ 
ftrcftgtb, power and Ipeed werefe greats Art. 
he with cafe douMe-diJhnced the mod eapka^ 
horfes when running with twelve flone for 
the king's plate^ and afterwards walked over 
moft of th« king's plate coupjfes in* the king-' 
dom. The dout^C rejlpe^ing Ym Jipe Ikiv^ 
ing been thus reaK>¥cd9 with ^t leaft an* 
apparent degree of precifiion, it majr- notn^ 
sally be fuppoifd. to have been decided^ 
with khe^ ikideft juftioe; but had Aich* 
d0ubt &hXL exided upon his own pedigree^ 
lk^ Juferiority of hia qualifications wduld' 
have appeared in his produce, he- havings 
proved the fire of a moit wondtrful progeny 
in Mercury^ Meteor^ Soldier^ Gunpowder^ 
King FefptSy Dungannan^ Btrwdrow^ Ju^ 
ftter^ Vertumnus^ and many others too nir- 
nierous to recite, whofe blood (in fty great 
^ variety of branches) will no doubt be- 

continued^ 
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ttrfntinued with ftOnonable eroded 16- dM 
«nid' of tinier 

It li hardly poffiblb for oiie littiti acquaint^ 
€d- with the cuftoms- and manners of thtt 
tuff* to cOTtttive, how the decifion of a fin-* 
Ifib m^ttch or fweepftiakes alters the proper-^ 
fies-and vaTue of a ihdlion^ whofe teputdtion 
is placed (in blbod and pet'formancc) upon: 
ilte: fikntnit of eminence ; for fhouldibmtf 
of the firft 6{ his get that ftart fortunately 
feecomd wfifncrs, fuch circumftancef inftand/ 
tfnfirances his fuperiority to a degree of en- 
Aiifiaifn^ and more bufinefs being marked 
tint fbr'him in* the a(% of pro*creation thati 
KatUtt is eqiial to^ his number of mares ard 
eonibqtjelfitly limitted, and he becomes^ im« 
inedlately an objeA of great annual emolu-^ 
ment^ ieveral inftaiices having occurred in' 
the laft twciity years^ where different ftal- 
iKons have* produced to their owners five and 
twenty huhifred pounds in one fea/bn- 

But in this ftkttf of ackttowled^d ««- 
crtieiice-aftd fijpertority, they are ftill fub- 
tet' to thfc verfatilitjr of chance, and one 
**\flhitfcy ftt^ fdftvtr damns their fame >*• 

C a for 
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for two ox three of his get being beat at a 
fubfequent Newmarket meeting, the vic-^ 
torious fire foon fuperfedes the favourite^ 
who» failing into the back ground of the 
pifSure^ glides imperceptibly to an almofl 
total oblivi6n» In fuch flui^uation or fuc-^ 
^eflion^ fubmits the fame of an Herod to an 
Ec/sp/e,^ an Evergreen to a SweetirJar, and, 
a very long lift of etceteras to thofe reign- 
ing favourites of the prefent day Highflyer 
and Woodpecker 9 the former of which. hav- 
iog produced thirtyriiine winners of ninety- 
one capital prizea» and the latter feventeea 
winners of fifty-four, both in the. year 1.789 
only, it will create no furprife that they at^ 
prefent enjoy, under the funfhine of popular 
influence, a more extenfive and beautiful 
Jeraglio than any Arabian on earth has ever 
had to boaft. 

Having ventured a few remarks upon 
what I before termed exceptions to general 
rules, or predominant opinion^, it becomes 
perfedlly confiftent to ftrengthen.a belief of 
fuch poflibilities, by the recital of a direct 
contraft within my own knowledge and 
perfeA remembrance, of a galloway that ne- 
ver 
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ver exceeded thirteen liands, though got by 
Marjk^ (who was a large horfe) out of a 
full lized hackney mare in the neighbour- 
hood of Windfor ; as well as a very large, 
boney, handfome ufeful gelding full fifteen 
hands, out of a poney mare under twelve^ 
that was bought of a troop of gipfies near 
Bafingfioke for a iingle guinea. An en« 
tcreafed lift of fuch inftances might be eaiily 
formed and equally authenticated i but thefe 
are fufficient to encounter the aiTertions of 
thofe who feem firmly to believe the im* 
pradlicability of , obtaining b^ne^ Ji%e^ or 
J^rengtk^ . but from, horfes and mares of fuch 
£ze and bone only ; and although it is cer- 
tainly right to admit the probability of de* 
yiation from fire and dam in fuch cafes, yet 
the minute inveftigation of caufes muil 
lead us into a field of phyfical reafoning, 
and anatomical difquifition, that would prove 
in general reading too remote and extenfiye 
for the fubjed before us« 

There are, however, very juft and fair 
reafons to be adduced, why thefe contrafts 
fo frequently occur in oppofition to the ef- 
tablifhed notions pf breeding, without at all 

C 3 advert- 
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vdverting to aa abftmfe aQimadvafion «po^ 
the ** anmalciil^ in ipmioe maibodino/' ^ 
|icobable expanfi6a or coiitniftiaQ of liie 
liteniSt the aft of geii««tioii, the cri4« 
of conception^ the formation and ^owtfa <9lf 
^he fioetus in embryo, with other pelative 

)DB that might ?ery wcH btaf 



^erions and feicitfi^ inveftigation, wece 
at all iociined to ferpUx by the introdoAio^ 
flf conje^ores calpodated to praoiote die 
Inmed lucubrations of a cCTtain fodety^ 
Init little to ^tcftun the members of a 
^K>rtiog club at Newnparket^ or to impmrf 
4>e difiereot gmdationa of tl^eii: umxypnM^ 
^qtendents. 

The unpert^ty of all imman expeAatioo$ 
f>eing therefore univcrfally admitted, and 
inch matters of pinion ofily pafled over 9b 
can neper be brought to the decifive teft 
pf in£illibility ; it i$ natural to conclude 
(notwithftanding fuch cafual de?iatk>us| 
much more may be expcded in the produce^ 
from a direiS coincidence of parts with aq 
imion of Arength, fhape and fyAmetry^ than 
from any improper or convenient cpnne<^on 
foun4t4 oijly ijppn the locaf Jftuftion of fire 

and 
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4ad 6am, wiifaoat la fitigk ^eferenee to their 
4i£iM?cDt Aatttral blemilhes» defe^ts^ impecN- 
tfediotis^ ^r hcreditasy taints, of which ma« 
Mif knxf be freqaently dtfcovered by care and 
^te oeccflary circuinfpedion« 

Afl^r the introdudion of ftich remarks 
«s tvidentiy tend to cohilitute the neceflaiy 
^ipolo^ foci, and prelude- to the undertaking, 
it will be naturally expend I (hould revert 
to inftradtions that became immediately 
worthy the attention of erery young and 
ineKperionced breeder, who feels a defire 
to excel in his ftock firom the motive of 
emulation, amufeoMtit: ^>r emolument. It 
has been before hinted^ that thofe fucoeed 
bed: for either who propagate the different 
kinds according to the diftind: fpecies of 
f«ch^ whether for the Tmr/^ Fieldf or Dtaft, 
without descending to the adoption of crofles 
iba th^mfdkes erroneous and ieldc»n produo*- 
tivc* 

laiilie ptefent enormous price given for 
boiijes )of every deooihination (univerfally 
^ttd , and . believed to be occafioned by the 
CQQ^MQt Imd unprecedented exportation of 

C 4 our 
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our nioft valuable £ngli(h breed) it is al- 
tnoft difficult to decide, which clafs contii* 
butes moft to the profit of the breeder. I 
cannot, however, in my own (pinion, hefi- 
fate a- moment to pronounce the preference 
to have fallen upon thofe that turn the foon« 
eft into fpecie : Of thefe, for inftance, are 
the beft bred blood Jiock^ now in the highefi: 
and moft incredible ftate of cultivation ; the 
common marketable prices of thefe, if of 
the firft pedigrees, and brought to a promif- 
ing fize when yearlings, are one hundred and 
.fifty guineas for colts^ and one hundred for 
JillieSf at which thiy pafs current, provided 
they are eroded in blood from any of the 
ilallions whofe celebrity we have before had 

* occafion to mention. 

Without enlarging upon this fort of fport<« 
ing fpeculation, I fhall only obferve, that 
' under certain regulations and very nice dif-* 
tindtion, with great care and unremitting at- 
tention, this may prove a much more profit- 
able mode of breeding for thofe who wifh 
to afcertain a fixed emolument, (without 

* hazarding the lofs of a certainty in breakings 
> f rawing, racings &c.J ^s is the prudent 

prai^ce 
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-prafEice of the moflr omment dealer in the 
kiogdom^ who is annually accumulating a 
very coniiderable fortune by the conftant 
transfer of equeftrian property in its in« 
-fancy^ rather than encounter the incredible 
expence and anxiety of a Aud in trainings 
the glorious uncertainty of the turf^ the un- 
bounded infolence of the neceflary depend- 
'Cnts, and the immaculate purity of thofe to 
'whom your honour and property muft be 
eventually entrufied, as will be more fully 
explained when the fubjeA comes again un* 
der confideration, towards the conclufion of 
the wprk* 

Concluding^ therefore, this clafs of breed- 
ers to derive the greateft pecuniary advan- 
tage from their increafe of (lock, by con- 
verting it expeditiouily into caih with f« 
little trouble, expence; and inconvenience, 
it is not matter of furprife that the rage for 
blood and pedigree fhould be daily increaf- 
ing, (and likely to continue fo) though the 
palpable eiFcd: of •^ training on and training 
^'' annually difSpates and reduces tohu'* 
miliating indigence fome of the mod prince- 
ly fortunes in this and the ntighbouring 

kingdom 
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kingdom of IrdaiiBl^ whore the tUtft Ar 
cqaefirlw pre«emiiienoe is rymH^ if jootju^ 
fienvr to loajr own, 

• » ■* * ' 

The breed of Jior^rs moft profitable to the 
graziers asad breeders <£ lincolo, Leicefteri 
Northamptpn^ and fixne &v other cx>imti08» 
adapted by ^atnre to tiie porpofe, are 'pr9«- 
iahly the old Eogl^ fafaucl^ draft horfes, fr 
lemarjkable ibr itfaeir bone, ftreogth^ aad 
iiaidiiie& of copAitu^n ; Titefet from their 
great £3^9 beauty and uniformity, beautte to 
^ery curioufi obferi^er, objeds cf Angular at- 
tra(^ion ; their wonderful power in bnfineft 
renders them in general requeft, and the 
breed is cnltiraled widi the iiriifteft atlen-^ 
tion to correl^ndmg points and perfedtions 
in both fire and dam, little inferior to tfai? 
•dafs laft treated oiu Stallions (^ emv- 
nence in the above counties are eftimated 
at very coniiderable ftims, and •frequecrtly J^t 
oat to cover from one hundred to two hun- 
dred guineas for the ieafon i the ilocJ( gcne^ 
rally come into gentle ufe at two years old^ 
or under^ and when brought to a good fise 
in proper time, frequently fetch from thirty 
to fifty guineas at two and three years old. 

Thqfe 
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frhofs^ Imrios fmffing uo^er thp 4enotni«> 
juttion of intntfrf. but oaKife particukriy^ the 
foxBsnasL ppoiles for rt^adficrs and i6^x^ cai^ 
^y no iD^aa« prove fo generally profitable^ 
idben fdl oMitfpgiQiacie^ are taken into confix 
deration }J^ length of time they test oblit* 
^ge4 to be kept on Miui «^ maimaifiedt (tiU 
at leaft foor yeir« pld) vfxAx the ttiifarourablc 
4:hange^ they m^ probably endergo before 
they ctt be brought to the aitimate market 
f£ esaolmnent nmOk lapplicable to their dif^ 
£sreot ijaalMcatioMy render the whole % 
VEOtXtxtd mach gieatcr trocertsitnty tban iritli 
horfesof the preceding defcription; fen- the 
linayoidable difficulties of cutting, breaking, 
backing, dockingy and nicking, render them 
lions' opetations, the fiiccefs of whidi 
fannct be a£:ertained without encountering 
a chapce.of misfortune or faiktre to injure 
the fabjicd ^od afiSsd: bis value* 

Notwithfianding theie confiderations are 
intended for general application^ it muft be 
remembered they will ever remain fubjed: to 
the different degrees of fuccefs, arifiog from 
f he variety of circumlbances already explain* 
fd^ pomtiei^ as I have before remarked, 

differ 
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differ fo very much in their fituation and 
fertility for breeding, that many will not 
produce horfes of iize, and the defirable 
qualifications, at even treble their realvalue^ 
when brought to the very higheft market 
for difpofal : For it is a fadt indifputably 
certain, that nothing but a part of the king«- 
dom remarkable for the abundance and lux- 
uriance of its herbage, can ever produce 
ilock of fize and value to render breeding a 
matter of emolument ; the attempt, there- 
fore, in unfavourable fituations, mufl: ever 
recoil upon the adventurer with additional 
difappointment. 

Theie obfervations, fo immediately rela^ 
-five to the idea of profit and lofs, are by na 
means introduced to reftrain or deter thofc 
from the pradice, who are fo qnavoidably 
circumiianced in Jituation^ as to breed under 
fuch difadvantage from the motive of amufe-^ 
ment only^ where pecuniary compenfation is 
no way concerned or expedited y it is, how« 
ever, to be prefumed, that occafional refer- 
ences to the inftrudtions hereafter incul- 
cated, upon an extenfive fcale for the im- 
provement of ilock in general (without again 

adverting^ 
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adverting to the fuperlority that one part of 
the country enjoys over another) may con- 
tribute more to a gratification of their wiOi- 
esy than to pay an implicit obedience to the 
cffeGt of chance unaffifted by any perfonal 
effort *' to better the example/* 

Previous to further difcufiion of the fub* 
JC& before us, it is worthy admiration in 
how many ways the animal production of 
the temperate region we enjoy has been en« 
abled to dempnftrate its individual excel- 
lence over a fimilar part of the creation, 
when tranfported from any other part of the 
globe« This remark might be j unified by a 
very flight comparative view of the different 
animals, whofe abilities or power (according 
to their diftinift qualifications) have been 
purpofely placed in competition with others 
to prove the inferiority ; one„ however, 
comes immediately applicable to our pre-* 
fent de|&gn« Attempts have been repeated- 
ly m^e by very flrenuous advocates of the 
firfl; eminence and property, to improve the 
1>reed of pur own nation by the elaborate in- 
troduAion and crofs of the moft celebrated 

Arabians, carefully ieleded under impor- 
tant 
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tant cOnrtfiiffions^ virftcrt? eipcirfe and trtmfiii? 
proved only mfcriot coirfidtratioiw: Vtn thi* 
ithl afFordcd By time^ art d cxpef fence hy cS'-j 
Jitvittion^ ftave fully Aewn the improimbi^ 
lity of adding to tfie pcrffetahms of the truer 
Englifh blood hor&s By tfic' impof tatian* of 
theirs* 

« 

"fTiis rage for hnpfovertient wrtlf a crofS^ 
ftom the MoDd of AraWa, was near half ar 
century paflr very j^/V;r/xA5f * prcdorainant j 
But has ib gradually declined for the* la^ 
twenty years> that they are held in no kind* 
of cfthiTation by any lyftematic iportfitiati oi 
breeder in the kingdom. The originaf adU- 
vantage expedited in the crofs^ was flmie ad- 
^tion in /feed, evtti to our fteeteft maresrj 
this^ when obtained^ was totally cOunteradS^ 
cd by a want of bottom^ for after repeated^ 
trial!?, the moil' e^c^A and difinterefled, the^ 
were found incapable of keeping thj^ir rute 
for much more than a mile^ and conieqirentiy' 
became of fo Utile con ftquence to a rachig^ 
fiud^ that a ihort time wilt; in ail probabi* 
lity, Tender them of no other utility than ta 
conftitute part of the retinue in the triumpfe- 
ant return of an EngHJh Nabob, or an addi« 

tiofi 
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tienf te the ^firkb^ foreupine^ and rbif»e€r$9 
si ibmo eocentne colkdor o£ curiofities. 



* B^AeKBN hss introduced a few jtKiieiow 
remvkft npon the foijed of breeding, but 
in bkr ujkal tr^' fa perpetually inter^rfcd 
vfikh: inapplicable ftories- and flrange conN 
cluiionSt that you are dragged through fottf 
or fifty pages of extraneous and digreffive 
mMtrr to b« infornAed^ that ** Sjpank^ Ro« 
gj»^ belonging to the laKa Sir Bdiniind Ba« 
09n^ WM ar f^ufid barrelM bwse i^*' <^ that* 
Mc. W3liam Psnty cured his ftammerin^ 
patients of that^ dofeft in fpeech ^y f^r^ng % 
tfaain '^^ B^ mare, bdongiqg to Mr. T. M akiiiv 
c^'Prefcot^ in 'Lancafiiire^ rem with her feie 
ibct aa-^ wide aa ^r ^^r^ i^r^ ]Fet fli^'raiv aa 
hk OS noft of her fisie^ w4iich was^ all ow«* 
ing to bringing in her* haunches quicks for 
^ tiu^mufi ni$ii go mben the devil driues^^'^' 
that 'f an old woman can cure a wound ae^ 
wattas' zJm^/BQny^ that ** pbyficiffle^ may^ 
fVem tiieir ignorance, be confidered a. iet o# 
wkfitk^poehUy almoftas numetou^ sm^ the- 
caterpillars of the law ; '* that " he whd^ 
fails with a bad wind had need underftand 
taekihg about ; '* with a- great! nunibeF of 
wriow remarks, equally fublime, and as 

highly 
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highly applicable to the^ fubjed he waa. 
treating on; upon which he has introducedi 
no new matter in any direA chain of con« 
i)i^on, tending at all to enlighten the topic 
or improve the nunagement, having liter* ^ 
sdly taken up the bufinefs by way of amufe-- 
ijaent, and laid it down precifely. where he. 

jRuind it. 

' t • • 

r • 

,•«*-•..- • ft 

. We might hcre^ with great feemlngi pro- 
priety , introduce a long lift of inftriidions^ 
containing the fhape^ make» bone» ftrength^. 
with all the variety of points necefary (or 
at leaft likely) in horie and mare^ to confti*, 
toite ». progeny of promifing perfe<ftion8| 
but thofe requifites, are fo extenfively andi 
accurately defcribed between the twelfth 
and twentieth pages of The Gentleman's 
Stable Direftory, VoL !• and muft be fo 
nicely implanted in the miod and memory 
of almoft every fportfman or breeder^ that 
a repetition here might be candidly deemed 
entirely fuperfluouS| and confeqoently ren-: 
der U9 fubjedt to an accufatipn we wifh moft 
attentively to avoid. 

Such defcription of points and qualifi.* 

cations 
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cations, ftanding therefore not only incon- 
troverted, but in poffcflion of general ac- 
quiefcence, to thofe pages the juvenile or 
inexperienced enquirer is referred for any 
additional information he may wiih to ob- 
tain ; this reference being juHified Only up- 
on the natural prefumption, that there will 
be very few purchafcrs of the prefent work, 
but what are holders of the firft Volume of 
the Stable Directory likewife« 

Having there fo extenlively (hewn what 
are the requifites defirable to obtain, we now 
proceed to explain what the defeats are mofl 
neceflary to be difcovered in either fire or 
dam, that the poflible retention of heredi^ 
tary taints^ defeSls or deformities^ may be the 
better avoided ; for although it remains, and 
in all probability ever wilU a matter of am- 
biguity why an unblemifhed horfe and mare 
may produce a colt or filly full of difeafe or 
deformity^ it by no means follows that a dif- 
eafed or deformed fire and dam are equally 
likely to produce a progeny of perfeftion : 
This being unequivocally admitted, (as by 
every impartial invefligator of nature it cer- 
tainly muft be) it will undoubtedly prove 

Vol. II. D an 
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an aft of confiftency to evade fo palpable a 
chance of difappointment, by forming an union 
of propriety apparently calculated (from every 
external appearance) to tranfmit fuch original 
purity to their produce. 

To efFed this, the mare having been ob- 
tained correfponding in fize, frame, bone, 
and ftrength, with the wifti of the breeder, 
and found upon. accurate examination to be 
perfedlly free from the blemi(hes and defedis 
fo frequently mentioned, the choice of a 
fiallion becomes the objedt of ferious atten- 
tion ; in him fhould. be accumulated all the 
points and good qualities it is poflible for a 
fingle objedt to poflefs, upon a proof exceed- 
ing all fpeculation, (and this every obfervant 
naturalifl will allow) that the produce, whe- 
ther male or female, much more frequently 
acquires and retains the (hape, make, marks, 
and difpofition of the fire than the dam; and 
although fuch aiTertion may not obtain im- 
mediate credit with many, yet rigid obferva- 
tion has long fince demonftrated the fai^, 
andjuftifies the great confiftency of rejeiSing 
fiallions with the leaft appearance of difcafc, 
' blemilh, or bodily defefl:, indicating even the 

nighteft 
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flighteft probability of tranfmiffion to the 
offspring. 

% 

Suppofing a neighbouring Jtalliori, and 
fixch there generally is in every part of the 
kingdom^ to have great' recommendation in 
fais favour, as to the matter of common en- 
quiry and fa(hionabIe figure, it is flill ne*-' 
ceflary to defcend to the minutiae of fym- 
metry in bead^ neck^ Jhoulder^ forehand, ribs^ 
bafk^ lolnsy joints, and pajierns, attending to 
a flrifi: uniformity in the fhape, make, and 
te:nure of the very hoofs ^ and were it poflible 
(which in almofl every cafe it certainly is 
not) even to afcertain the temper and difpo- 
fition of both fire and dam, rather than be 
accefiary to a procreation of vices or imper- 
fections, that by a more judicious ele<ftion 
may be fo eafily avoided. 

After all that can pofTibly be written 
(and if it were probable that all could 
be univerfally read) upon this fubjedl, every 
reader pofleffing the power of free agency 
has flill the privilege to rejedt any ppinion 
not perfedly coincident with the plan he 
may have adopted, and to enjoy the uncon- 

D 2 trolled 
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« « 

trolled right of perfevcring in his own de- 
cifiori; but prefuming on the tafk I have un-^ 
dertaken, I confcientioufly recommend a pro- 
per examination to difcover the ftate of the 
windy fpavinsy curbs y tendency to cracks or 
greafey bad conformation of iht feet, as corns, 
thruQi, or long and narrow heeled hoofs, ei- 
ther of all which, would furnifli fufficient 
foundation to prejudice me againft him as a 
Jire, however well I might be pleafcd with 
his other mod promifing perfedions. 

Thefe cafual blemifhes or hereditary de-* 
feds being carefully avoided, we come to an 
enquiry of much greater confequence, the in-^ 
attention to which has been produdtive of 
more difappointment and vexation to the be** 
fore- defcri bed clafs of unthinking breeders, 
than perhaps any other part of their incon- 
fiftency. Oppofite opinions will always be the 
fupport of two diftind: clafTes, t&e right and 
the wrong ; fer while one party aflerts (from 
experience and obfervation) the great ha- 
zard and certain danger of breeding from a 
blind jlalUony the other, from innate obftina* 
cy or affeded fupcriority of penetration, is 
determined to encounter fuch indifcretion 

upon 
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upon the heroic bafis of *' the more danger 
the more honour/* and in the event repent- 
antly difcover the want of knowledge and 
prudence in themfelves they fo exultingly 
prefume to arraign in doubting the judgment 
of others. 

The introduftion of new opinions as mere 
matter of /peculation^ is a communication of 
juft as much as amounts to nothing-, fuch 
conjedures, without the {hew of reafon to 
eftablith an apparent difcovery of the proofs 
would be gaining no ground in the eftimation 
of public opinion, nor laying any juft claim 
to credit for the refponfibiiity of our afferti- 
ons. Luckily, however, for the fupport of 
the fubjed before us, accumulated proofs are 
by no means wanting (even within the pale 
of my own perfonal experience and convic- 
tion) to counteract oppofite opinions, whe- 
ther irtibibed from prejudice, obftinacy, or 
ignorance. 

Adverting again to what I fo lately admit- 
ted, tht pojjibility of found fires and mares pro- 
ducing a defedive progeny; and, vice verfa^ 
that blind jiallions may fometimes get colts 

D 3 with 
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with good eyes J yet the chance, or rather, 
imprudence, of breeding from fuch had much 
better be avoided; as the incontrovertible 
evidence I (hall introduce, upon the folly of 
embarking in fuch an expedition, (where the 
odds are entirely againft the adventurer, withr 
out a fingle point in his favour) muft prove 
exaftly fimiiar to playing at hazard with 
falfe dice, where you may eternally lofe, but 
never can rife a winner. 

It is likely thefe confiderations may want 
proper weight with thofe who difplay a con- 
temptuous fmile of dilbelief at the very idea 
of tranfmitting hereditary blemifhes or defefts 
from fire to fon, as the refult of Cynical op- 
pofition to the more rational fyftem they a- 
dopt of annually breeding under every poffible 
diiadvantage, in confirmation of their inex- 
perience : I {hall therefore recommend to 
their incredulity a few inftances, confirming 
2^sfa£ls what may have been hitherto confi- 
dered matters of doubt, without the leaft 
criterion for general decifion. 

The firft opportunity I could avail myfelf of 
tojuflify or render nugatory my opinion of 

the 
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the impropriety and danger of breeding from 
hories of this defcripiion, was in the year 
1773 or 1774* when a great number of 
mares in that neighbourhood had been co- 
vered by a very popular '* blind Jiallion,'* (for 
that was really the appellation under which 
he pafled) of the Hon. T. King's, near 
Ripley, in Surrey, whofe pedigree, (hape, 
make, figure, and qualifications, were fo cf- 
fedtually fafcinating with the multitude, that 
the want of eyes did not feem at all to im- 
pede the daily progrcfs of his procreation. 
The infeftion of fafhion was then (and ever 
will be) as predominant as at prefcnt j for the 
flavea tc that gew-gaw continued to bring 
their mares in unremitting rotation, and ne- 
ver difcovcred their own want of fight y or 
common comprehenfion, till the third or 
fourth year, when the major part of the pco- 
duce became as blind as the fire. 

Still anxious to afcertain to fome (late of 
certainty, an objedt of fo much confequence 
(not only to the fporting people, but the 
world at large) as the hereditary tranfmiffion 
of this defed^ I was conftantly upon the 
watch to enlarge my enquiries to fome de* 

P 4 . gre« 
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gree of fatisfaftion ; I remained, however, 
without any thin^ perfedly conclufive till 
the fpring of the year 1780, when a grey 
borfe called Jerry Sneaky (that had proved a 
tolerable runner, in the pofleffion of Lorjd 
Spencer Hamilton) coming into my 
bands upon very eafy terms juft as his eyes 
were failing, I covered a few mares, gratis^ 
with him in the neighbourhood of Frimley^ 
near Bagjhot, which having made memo- 
randum of, with a defign to purchafe any of 
the produce that appeared tolerable promif- 
ing, and making my excurfion through the 
different pariflies . to obtain from the parties 
the neceflary information, I found in the 
fourth year many of the produce totally blind ^ 
and the remainder nearly fo without excep-* 
tion. 

Fads (it is univerfally admitted) are ftub* 
born things, and to the eftablifliment of 
this faSi I have been anxioufly labouring 
as to the acquiiition of individual emolu- 
ment, though I have ever confidered it a 
promotion of general good, in which the com- 
munity is fo much interefted, that it would 
be an abfolute want of philanthropy to con- 
ceal 
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ceai whatever could in the leaft tend to an 
additional diicovery upon the fubjed. 

« • 

It is not the purport of the prefent work 
(nor is it at all applicable to the pur- 
pofe) to enter into phyiical refearches^ lead- 
ing the reader through a long chain of phi* 
lofophical difquiiition upon Le wen hock's 
microfcopic inveftigation of the animalculct 
contained in the femen of animals, founding 
upon fuch enquiry a thoufand conjectures 
reipeding this abflrufe procefs of nature^ 
that may very much perplex the mind, but 
can neither tend to entertain or improve the 
judgment. 

Of as little confequence or advantage it 
mufl certainly prove, to attempt any exadt 
decifion by what nice and undifcovered ope* 
ration in the animal fyflem, a horfe is ren- 
dered firft partially^ then totally blind by too 
frequent or hard racing \ as well as the very 
common occurrence of a Aallion's becoming 
equally fo bjr too conftant and repeated cover- 
ings though the ad itfelf is a fpontaneous 
effort of nature. 

However 
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However difficult it may be to furniih an 
opinion applicable to every idea^ I believe 
with the fcientific inveftigator there need be 
little fcruple to hazard a profefSonal dcfcrip-^ 
lion,, by what means fo ferious a revolution 
in the frame is efFefted ; for the brain being 
the very bafe- of the nervous fyftem, and 
the nerves the acknowledged feat of pain and 
fleafure^ any exquifite or preternatural ex- 
treme in either may be produdtive of great 
debilitation, and the optic nerves being near- 
eft the origtHy may become more fenlibly 
afFefted in a paralytic or fome other degree^ 
than any fubfequent pair, and the fight gra- 

: dually decline from a partial vifion to total 

'blindnefs. 

For the honor of human nature, I can 
but moft earneftly wifli the applicable intro- 
dudlion of thefe remarks may induce the par* 
ties interefted in the event, to be in future 
a little lefs ftrenuous in their different exer- 
tions, whether for credit or emolument ; the 
firft never to diftrefs one of the nobleft ani- 
mals on earth, by thofe frequent and fevere 
runnings that evidently exhauft nature to fuch 
a ilate of mortification ; or the latter in the 
truly contemptible method of letting a horfc 

cover 
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.cover fttch an infinity of mares, as not un- 
commonly terminates in the irretrievable lots 
of bis eyes'y but the inevitable lofs of his re- 
putation alib^ zs ^* a certain foal-getter \*' for 
the great number of mares covered by him 
nvitbout produce^ brings his charadler the fol^ 
lowing feafon into difrepute^ fhould even the 
ftate of his bodily ftrength, conftitution, or 
chance, prefcrve his eyes from the great pro- 
bability of annihilation : This remark appef- 
taining only to the owners of ftallions who 
attend the markets of different towns every 
day in the week during the whole feafon, 
exclufive of the additional portion of bufi- 
nefs in their own neighbourhood on the Sun-- 
day morning. 

Of thefe there are fo great a number, and 
in their performance fo general a failure, that 
it is abfolutely wonderful how fo many can 
become dupes to the cuftomary infatuation, 
of leading a mare to any market town, to 
be fervcd by a horfc who is continually 
covering from four or five, to eight or tea 
mares in every twenty-four hours during the 
feafon; with the additional confideration, that 
thefe extra exertions are moft frequently 

made 
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made under the corrupt influence of 
ftitnulantsy provocatives^ and cordials adapted 
to the purpofe, and fuppofed to ad with the 
fame excitement as cantbarides upon the 
human body. Incredible as it may appear, 
(to thofe whofe fituation in life has rendered 
them little fubjedt to difcoveries of this kind) 
I have been repeatedly called upon in my 
profeffional department^ to difpenfe large 
quantities of this very article to many of 
thofe who travel the country with ftallions 
of fuch denomination \ firfl obtaining from 
them a communication of the ufe it was in* 
tended for before they , were entrufted with 
it^ upon an experimental convidlion of its 
danger ; having in the courfe of my private 
medical pradlice kpown one life loft, and 
another miraculoufly faved, where it had been 
given under the denomination of love powder 
for the unfair gratification of the worft of 
purpofes. 

Without entering again upon the aft of 
generation, the femen, or animalculae con- 
tained in it, as before adverted to, can any 
intelligent reader, to whofe deliberate atten- 
tion thefe pages may become fubjedt^ be at 

all 
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all forprired^ . that in fuch a conflrained and 
proftituted ftatc of nature, fo few of her 
attempts (hould be produdtive of fuccefs i . . . 
Here we might be readily induced to enter 
another large field for fcientific difquifition ; 
but as it would evidently extend not only be- 
yond the prefent purpofe, but prove '* cavier 
to the multitude^'* our inferior clafs of readers 
might occafionally exclaim with Mungo in 
the Padlock, •* What fignify me readp if 
mc no undfrfiandr* 

Avoiding, therefore, the indiffetence in ge« 
neral (hewn to remote medical explanation, 
and dull anatomical defcriptive, I come di- 
re<^ to a queflion founded in reafon, upoa 
the merits of which the interefted part of 
the world will be enabled to decide, at leaft 
fo £tr as correfpohds with their own opinions 
upon the fubjed:. Can it be poffibly be- 
lieved or expected (but by the mofl illiterate, 
who, in fad, pofTefs the grofs comforts of life 
only, and never enjoy the fublime gratification 
of thinking J that horfes thus eternally jaded 
and harraifed, not only with the diurnal 
routine of copulation, but the inceflant fa- 
tigue of travelling perpetually, can be at all 

equal 
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equal to the Herculean tafk affigned them? 
Can it be matter of furprife, that not more 
than one-third, or, upon a more favourable 
computation, one half at mqfiy oi the mares 
covered in this way produce a colt^ and that 
the half of thofe fo produced ^ never come 
to a proper fize, bone^ or flrength $ then can 
there remain a doubt in the mind of any 
unprejudiced man livings but to theie cauies 
may be attributed fome portion of that defi«- 
ciency fo generally complained of, and too 
frequently attributed to the noant of bone in 
fire or dam ? 

« 

Having hitherto introduced what I con- 
ceive to be the leading qualifications in faorfe 
and mare, to render the bufinefs of breed- 
ing pleafant and advantageous, we come next 
to confider the feafon moa proper for bring- 
ing them together ; as it mufl: be admitted, 
an inconvenience will certainly arife to the 
mare by foaling too early in the fpring^ 
or to the produce by falling too late in the 
fummer, it will undoubtedly prove more 
eligible to adhere a little to the line of me«« 
diocrity, letting either extreme be carefully 
avoided. 

Never- 
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« 

Ncverthelefs, it muft be underftood, this 
drcumftance can by no means be altogether 
univerfal^ as it depends in fome meafure upon 
the country and lituationi the paflurage 
being of different dates in different counties^ 
and dependant upon the fertility of foil as 
well a5 the temperature of climate, the fea- 
£)n is confequently forwarder, at lead the 
herbage^ ( ^y ^ fortnight or three weeks ) in 
one part of the kingdom than another, a 
circumftance that (hould always be properly 
attended to by the parties concerned. 

It will therefore prove perfeftly confiflent 
in all counties, however they may be fituated, 
to have the produce and paflure appearing 
at the fame time as nearly as fluctuating or 
unavoidable circumflances will allow; for 
when mares are permitted to take the horfe 
too foon in the feafon, they bring forth be- 
fore there is fufficient grafs for their fupport, 
and being neceffarily aflifted with dry food, 
the ladteals, (or milk vefTels) for want of 
' gradual fupply and expanfion, become con* 
traCted; the very fharp winds early in the 
fpring, with a reflraint in food, fometimes 
fo ftints the qolt^ ( particularly, (hould a 

wet 
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wet unfavourable fummer and fevere winter 
follow) that he never reaches a proper fize 
in growth^ but difplays the difadvantage of 
his earlieft ilate when arrived at maturity. 

It is no uncommon thing in different part9 
of the country, to obferve mares that have 
dropped their foals early, (before there is a 
blade of grafs for their fupport) placed in a 
rick yard^ where, by inceflantly tugging out 
a Jcanty livings it is ridiculoufly believed 
both mare and colt are indulging moil lux- 
urioufly, though the direft contrary is really 
the cafe; hay may undoubtedly (if admi- 
niflered in due fupplies) contribute a fufiici- 
ency of fupport for the mare, but is not 
calculated to yield, even in almofl conftant 
maAication, any great nutritious fuperflux 
for the fubfiftence and defirable improve- 
ment of the colt. • As there is a very great 
difference in iht nutritive qualities of food, 
fo is there a very material difference in the 
milk it produces 5 indifferent or fparing ali- 
ment will certainly produce a thin aqueous 
impovcriflicd milk, of quality and in quan- 
tity to fuftain and barely fubfift nature, but 
by no means to give it Jirength^ n)tgour^ 

growtk^ 
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growths or the formation of fle(h and.ione 
to generally defirable. 

However haftily fomt part of the world 
may be inclined to decidej (as every obferver 
has a right to indulge his own opinion) there 
can be no doubt but to the inconfiderate 
praStce of inadvertently leaving mares and 
colts to fubfift upon iare land^ or barren 
paftures, for the firfl: fummer, and a fucceflive 
fcene of* poverty in the enfuing winter, arc 
we in fome degree indebted for a proportion 
of thoie horfes I have before defcribed, as 
coming under no denomination, applicable 
to no particular purpofe, never rifing to any 
confiderable worthy and doing fo little credit 
to the breeder, that you can never difcover 
(if you were fo inclined) from whence they 
came, after they are once out of his poflfef- 

In this miflaken notion and ridiculous fyf- 
tern of breeding, fails every penurious and 
mercenary breeder, who, prompted by his 
own narrownefs of difpofition, afFeifls to be- 
lieve, there is little or no difference between 
JilUng and feedings confidering a run after. 

Vol. II. E the 
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the cows as good as a ran with them i that 
chaff is a much more profitable and healthy 
food than oats^ and that an open farm- 
yard with a crib of harley or oat ftraw, 
during the ievere froft and fnow of a long 
dreary winter^ are preferable to all other ac- 
commodations of food and fhelter, as (to 
make ufe of his own jufliiication) they are 
then in the miaft proper ftate, ' ** a Jiate of 
nature.*^ Thefe are the ferfuafcoe motives 
alfigned alfo by thofe ilrenuous advocates for 
general improvement, who barely fubfift 
their mares during the tedious months of 
geftation^ under an idea perfectly Coincident 
with the principles juft defcribed, that a mare 
jfifter having been covered, requires but ** little 
»r no keep, '* as (with fucli contemptible fpe- 
culators) the a£} it/elf is ridiculoufly fup- 
pofcd to make the mare fat. This is "^thc 
invariable opinion among the lefs enlightened 
clafs of ruftics ; and though the a£l: and its 
confequence may be juftly faid to make the 
mare ijg^ yet, the orfginal remark is certainly^ 
too ludicrous for ferious confideration. 

After the neceflary introdudlion of fuch 
<^bfervations as are evidently conne<fted with, 

. ' and 
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ftftdl branch direftly from the fubjcfl!, we 
return to the time heft adapted by nature and 
the feafon to the foaling of the mare. A fe>y 
words having been already intcrpofed upon 
the inconvenience of dropping her foal too 
early ^ fomething confequcntly appertains to 
its falling too late ^ this ftiould never happen 
when the year is too far advanced, as the 
produce then has to encounter hourly increaf- 
ing difficulties, the daily declination of the 
genial fun, the decaying ftate of the verdure, 
the impending ra:ins, bleak winds, long 
nights^ foggy ^^ys# and the lank weak grafs, 
form fo ftrong a combination againft improve- 
ment, (particularly if the winter ftiould prove 
an additional ftroke of feverity) that the colt 
frequently feels the difadvantage, and con- 
ftantly difplays it by the deficiencies in frame 
anil figure as before defcribed. 

• Taking however the variation of different 
counties into the aggregate, to fix a criterion 
of time applicable to all parts, I flxould not he- 
fitate a moment to pronounce the laft week 
in April, and the. three firft in May, the moft 
proper month in the year for mares to take 
the horfe, provided it can be by any means 

* E 2 efFeded 
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effeded ; to promote which, the following 
methods fhould be adopted : It is generally 
perceptible when a mare is horfing^ and it is 
likewife univerfally known (he will then tak« 
the horfe without farther trouble^ mutual con* 
fent therefore renders animadverfion unnecef- 
fary ; but /hould the mare upon being brought 
to the horfe, not make zny Jhew^ on the con- 
trary give proofs of denial by repeated kick- 
ing and other violent exertions, let her (after 
fufiicitnt /m/r^ be taken away, and fome 
addition be made to her keep ; give her a fub« 
ilantial feed of good oats and a pint of old 
beans twic? a day, continuing to offer her 
the horfe once in three days till a compliance 
is efieded. 

After which it will be neccflary to oflFer 
her the horfe at the expiration of eight days 
(that is, on the ninth J from the day of her 
having been covered.^ if fhe again take th« 
horie ( which is not at all uncommon ) you 
reckon from the lafl time of covering, upon 
a fuppofition no conception took place from 
the firft copulation, and that it is confequently 
obliterated. On the contrary, fliould (he, 
9iSiQt repeated offers p perfevere in rejedlingthc 

r horfe, 
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horie, the firft coveriog is then fuj^ofed to 
have been effedual 1 notwithftanding which^ 
the mare, in either cafe^ is to be produced and 
tried with the horfe at the end of a fecond 
eight days, when circumftances muft here* 
gulated as at the end of the firft, entirely by 
her compliance or rejection. 

Sentiments have varied exceedingly, upon 
the little probability of a mare conceiving 
when the a£t of copulation has been forcibly 
committed^ without the leafl: external difplay 
of defire, and in oppofition to the moft vio« 
lent exertions of the mare. However my 
opinion might have originally fluctuated with 
the various reprefentations of others upon this 
fubjed, I availed myfelf of an early oppor- 
tunity to afcertain the faA^ and remove any 
doubts that may have arifen within my own 
mind, although the recital will not perhaps, 
render a repetition of the trial equally fucceft* 
ful in the opinion of others ; yet I have been 
iince repeatedly informed, the experiment is 
very frequently made, and not without its 
ihare of fuccefs. 

In the year 17731 (rcfiding then at Hor- 

' E 3 fcl. 
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My near Chobham, in Surrey, ) I intended 
covering two mares by Woodcock^ half bro- 
ther to Eclipfe, that then remained at Eg- 
ham, for thefeafon; one of the mares took 
the horfe without reludlance, the other re-* 
jedled him with the greateft violence ; at the 
expiration of time before mentioned, they 
were again offered the horfe and both refu^ 
fed. On the ninth day, I made the fame 
journey with the fame faccefs, and then con^ 
eluded the mare that had been covered to be 
perfeftly fafe ; determined however, to make 
no ipore journies of uncertainty upon the bu* 
finefej I afked Town send, the owner of 
the horfe, if he had any objedlion to let 
the horfe coyer the mare compulfively, upon 
condition (he was fo completely trammeled as 
not to injure the horfe ? This being readily 
agreed to on his part, and the mare Jitongly 
bobbkdj the horfe was brought out, and be- 
ing luckily very frefli, full of vigour, and ea* 
ger as (he was reludant, the leap was ob^ 
tained with much lefs difficulty than could 
be poffibly expedled: At the end of the 
eight days I again attended with the mare^ 
and found (he rejeftcd the horfe with more 
inveteracy than in any of rpy former journies. 

I now 
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I now made up my mind to take no more 
trouble in the bufinefsy but leave the reft to 
chance; in a very few months (he was vifi- 
bly in foal, and produced me an exceeding 
handfome colt that I difpofed of at a high 
price to a gentleman in Norfolk^ when rifing 
two years old. 

This circumftancc I have related, to efta- 
blifli 1^ proof the confiftency of adopting 
the alternative^ when the feafon is fo far 
advanced as to hazard the lofs of the year by 
tonger delay ; for my own part, (and it is 
clear I fpeak experimentally) I (hould never 
hefitate to cover a mare in this way» if (he 
continued to refufe the horfe till the lad 
week in Mc^^ or the firft week in June'^ 
much rather chufing to ravijh the mafk of 
delicacy from her difpofition, than lofe her 
contribution to the ftock for that year, or 
have a colt fall fix weeks or two months foa 
late in the feafon. 

It will become perfedlly applicable here, to 
introduce a few words refpeding the exaSlpe-^ 
riod of geftation in mares, upon which I never 
remember to have Heard or read any thing 

E 4 di(fla- 
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di<9atorially dccifivC more, than the general af- 
fertion of their going eleven months (or the 
common witticifm, that *^ a hare arid a mare 
go a twelvemonth^' ) : But whether it k uff- 
derftood- eleven lunar or calendar months^ I 
believe has never been critically explained, (at 
lead generally known) and this is in fad the 
more extraordinary when we recolledt that 
eleven calendar months make within two 
days of twelve of the other ; nor indeed arc 
there but few inftances, in which the know-* 
ledge of fuch nice diftindion can be pro^ 
dudive of much utility, yet it creates fomc 
furprife: that it has not been particularly 
noticed by fucceilive naturaliils, as circum-* 
ftances have arifen and may fometimes hap*- 

« 

pen, where fuch precilion would efFeftually 
remove a doubt or eftablifh a fad. 

A want of early attention to a difcovery of 
this minutiae was attended with a trifling lofs 
to me feme years fince in my firft breeding 
embarkation, when in pofleffion of much lefs 
obfervation and experience; for having ob- 
tained the loan of a ftrong honey mare from a 
friend in Windfor Great Park, for the purpofc 
of breeding, I had her covered by a large 

powerful 
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pdwerfal horfe then in the neighbourhoods 
and booked the leap according to cuftom ; but 
having made no calculation of the calendar 
months, I kept her eleven lunar months and a 
fortnight (by the almanack) and not perceiving 
her xojpring in the udder ^ nor grow larger ia 
the carcaie, I returned her (after taking the 
opinion of almofl every farmer and breeder 
in the country) upon a univerfal decifion; 
that, '* £he had no foal within her/* The 
ultimate event proved for once the error of 
general judgment, for the owner (Mr. John- 
fon, then one of the keepers of the Great 
Park) taking a morning's walk among his 
ilock, found her with a fine colt foal at her 
foot in about ten days after her return, which 
proved a valuable horfe to him at five years 
old, that I had loft entirely by my inadver- 
tency and impatience. 

The mare having taken the horfe but 
mce^ and that under my own eye (a truft I 
never delegated to another) added to the ftrift- 
eft attention in point of time, formed a com- 
bination to give proof, that a mare carries 
ber young twelve lunar or eleven calendar 

months^ 
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months, (which accurately taken are juft thd 
fame) or that the exadt given time varies ib 
different fubjedtSy and is fo regulated by age 
or conftitution, that there has yet been no cri-*^ 
terion fixed for a nice diflindlion. The mat- 
ter/ however^ if at all entitled to conlidera*- 
tion, may be moft eafily reduced to a cer- 
tainty, by any gentleman having a variety of 
brood mares in his poflcflion, vsrho will note 
thofe that have taken the horfe but once in 
the feafon/ and take the trouble to book th^ 
day of their bringing forth j when by com* 
paring tie whole, the exadl time of geftatiqn 
will be nearly demonftrated, where no fe- 
cond covering has intervened to render the 
decifion imperfedt. 

The treatment of mares after being co- 
vered is regulated entirely by the clafs to 
which they belong ; for having twice refufed 
the horfe at the periods of time before ftated, 
they are then faid to htjiinted, and conclud- 
ed mfoal. But this is by no means always the 
cafe, for it frequently happens that fuch mares 
produce no foals, although appearances are fa 
much in their favour. Thorough bred mares 
(that is, marcs whofe blood is entirely un- 
tainted 



Wo 
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tainted with any inferior crofs, and kept as 
brood mares for the turf only) arc thrown 
out to graft for the fummcr feafon without 
farther cotlfideration ; only taking particular 
care that no geldings (or yearling colts) arc 
fuffered to accompany them in or near the 
fame pafture, for fome few weeks after con- 
ception. 

Mares flf an inferior defcription in ge- 
neral ufe for the faddle, or thofe for agricul- 
ture^ may Be continued in their common em- 
ployment with moderation, they feldom fuf- 
fer abortion but by great and improper exer- 
tions ; they are therefore very frequently ufed 
till within a few weeks of dropping their 
burthen without the leaft fear of inconveni- 
ence. This is a fadl fo univerfally eftabliflied, 
that inftances have repeatedly happened of 
mares obtaining ;fioIen leaps when out at paf- 
ture, without the knowledge ajnd very much 
againfl: the inclination of the owners; this 
circumftance, from various piotives, has been 
confidered fo prejudicial, (where breeding has 
not been intended) that different and powerful 
methods have been adopted, as the adminiftra- 
tion oifavine in large quantities, violent ex- 
ertions 
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crtions in drawing, or long and very fpeedy 
journies taken to promote abortion, and thofe 
ivithout the lead efied j to corroborate which, 
the introduction of one only becomes at all 
neceffary, as it is too well authenticated to 
admit a doubt of its certainty. 

Some few years fince Sulphur, a well 
known running horfe of the Duke of Cum« 
berland's^ having leaped the paddock pailing of 
an ioimenfe height in Windfbr Park, covered 
a hunting mare of Mr. Jephs's (then refident 
at Sandpit Gate) in the fight of many labour- 
ers, who reported the occurrence. As hunt*- 
ing feafon approached (he was perceptibly in 
foal ; this was what he by no means wi(hed, 
and was fo much hurt at the awkwardnefs 
of the circumftance, that he continued to 
hunt her inceflantly, covering the firongeji 
leaps and taking the deepefl ground to obtain 
abortion. 

The event however fufBciently proved the 
folly (not to add cruelty or prefumption) . of 
oppofing nature in her niceft operations ; for 
all the feverity io inconfiderately put in prac* 
tice, never in the lead hurt the mare, or de- 
bilitated 
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bilitated the foetus : at her proper time iho 
produced a foal^ that (to render the circum- 
Aance more remarkable) at five years old 
won the Jifty found plate annually given for 
the keepers and yeoman prickers to be run 
for over Afcot. 

This invincible ftaminaor hardinefs of con- 
ilitution fo worthy recital in this inftance^ is 
hot (let it be underftood) fo entirely general 
as to be applicable to all the clafs without 
exception ; it therefore becomes perfedly ia 
point to introduce a cafe in direfi: contraft, 
that may be likewife productive of utility, 
in preventing too great exertions with mares 
in fuch flate, under a firm opinion that the 
lofs is lefs likely to happen than it really is 
and aAually may. 

Having about feven years fince purchafed 
of the breeder at Horton in Buckingbamjhire^ 
a four year old mare got by BeWs Denmark^ 
1 obferved to hini (during the negociatlon for 
purchafe) that from the depth of her carcafe 
and hollownefs of the flanlc^ (he was certainly 
early in foal; oir the contrary, he aiTured 

me, politivelyi no horfe had ever been near 

her. 
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her, and that it was merely the tSh& of lay*i 
ing at grafs. This mare> though ib youngs 
was a very excellent trotter ; and having (bon 
after occafion to take a profeflional journey 
with fbme expedition^ (the road being exceed-^ 
ingly good) I made obfervation by my vratch 
that (he trotted the /even miles in five and 
thirty minutes without the lead feeming in- 
convenience ; * but on the morning foUoviring 
I found ihe had Jlipped a colt foal very |)er« 
fed: of about three months conception, though 
no extraordinary exertions were ufed on the 
occafion » 

The recital of cafes fo exadlly in point lay 
claim to the attention of breeders in generali 
as they undoubtedly conflitute a bafis in ex« 
perience, upon which the judgment may be 
difcretionally formed at what time it will be 
proper to difcontinue the working of fuch 
mares, when it is clearly afcertained how 
flight a portion of labour may endanger the 
dam, and prove deftruftive to the progeny^ 

The nccefTary qualifications for procrea- 
tion, in both fire and dam having been fully in- 
veftigated, and the blemifhes, defc6ts> and local 
contingencies, that tend to forbid the attempt 

fairly 
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fairly explained^ we come now to the crifi^ 
of delivery 9 or the mare's bringing forth ; ati 
event fo wonderfully accompli(hed by the al« 
moft unerring efforts of Nature, that upon 
the falrefl: calculation, not one mare in vl 
hundred fuffers in any refped (more than the 
temporary difquietude) from an exertion of 
fo much magnitude, although in the mo« 
medts of refle&ion it abfolutely becomes a 
matter of admiration how the (hock is fuf- 
tained, without a much greater frequency of 
th? danger that (6 feldom enfues. 

'Notwithftanding tHis providential interpo- 
fition for the fafety of animals fo little ena- 
bled to relieve themfelves, it is worthy re- 
mark, that where difficulty and danger once 
occur, the cafe becoming preternatural, it 
generally terminates in the death of one or 
the other, and not uncommonly in the de« 
ftruftion of both 5 thi§ may probably pro- 
ceed from the conftruiSion of parts not being 
generally underflood, and the little chance 
of aftfling nature with the fame eafe and 
accuracy as fome other parts of the creation* 

A lofs of this defcription, after a year or 

more 
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more of tedious hope and expcAationt cot^ 
iequently produce temporary gloom and iib* \ 
rious diiappointment ; in fome inftances the 
dam becomes the vidim, in others the foal; 
to the latter there is no palliative^ to the 
former but one alternative : It is a cuftom al« 
moil univerfal upon the death of the mar« 
(fbon after relief from her burthen) to deipair 
of fuccefs in raifing the foal by art, and it is 
frequently difpofed of without delay, that a 
drcumftance fo unlucky may be the fooner 
erafed from memory and buried in oblivion. 

This hafiy decifion is by no means to be 
commended, although it is almofl generally 
known the power of inftind is fo very pre* 
dominant in this fpecies, that it muft be a 
fadt exceedingly rare, to find a mare that will, 
by whatever ftratagem you can put in force, 
cherifh any other foal than her own; this 
mod undoubtedly arifes from their feldom or 
never producing a plurality of young at one 
time I a circumflance by no means uncom^ 
mon with almofl every other animal ih the 
creation, who are the more eafily impofed 
upon to nourifh and proteft a fpu rious ofF- 
fpring. 

The 
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The general ilefpondency before-men- 
tioned refpeding the furvivor, is not to be 
juftified where the foal is of value adequate 
to the trouble ; Jior indeed to be negledted 
upon the fcore of humanity^ when unremit- 
]ting induftry and perfeverance can fojreadily 
furnifh an artificial fubflitute for maternal 
care and nutrition. It may be naturally con<- 
eluded I allude to the great probability (and 
in fome, cafes certainty) of bringing the foal 
up ^ band I a remarkable inflance of which 
becomes, immediately applicable^ in the per- 
fed recolledion of a horfe bred by his late 
Royal Highncfs, William Duke of Cum^ 
berlandf that at his death became the pro«* 
fttty of the celebrated Captain O'Kelly, 
gnd in the fucceffive poffeffion of both, for 
a feries of year s, won more give-and-take 
plates than any other horfe in the kingdom* 

,, The fad was exadly thus : The colt being 
the firfl foal of a young mare that had been 
taken into the brood flud without training, 
upon the produce of which his Royal High- 
ncfs had formed great expcilationSj^it proved 
matter of much fuiprife s^nd difappointment 
j[being totally repugnant to the reciprocal af- 
VoL. 11. F feaion 
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fe^ion in nature) that fo foon as the colt 
had fallen, the marc ahfolutcly took fright at 
her own offspring, and never could be once 
brought to the leaft aflbciation with it what- 
ever. Every ftratagem that could be devifcd 
was put into praftice under the immediate 
infpeftion of his Royal Highnefs, to tfflfeft'a 
natural union between the dam and her fbs3, 
bat without the leaft probability of fuctdfs j 
thofe fruitlefs efforts were therefore rclin* 
quifhed, and alternate attetnpts made to ten- 
der the abandoned orphan a fon of adoption 
with different mares in rotation, but with no 
profpedt even of hope. In this dilemma the 
Duke, whofe humanity in matters of much 
greater importance will ftand recorded to the 
end of time, fully intent upon preferving the 
colt if poffible, (with a ^/^r/^/r^^ pre-ibnti- 
ment of his future eminence) determined 
upon his being brought up by band if pojjible^ 
without a relative confideration to trouble of 
cxpenfe, and iffued his orders accordingly. 
The event juftified the endeavour, and the 
fuccefs of the undertaking was tranfmitted 
to pofterity by the Royal Sponfor, with fhc 
name of the horfe y for under the appellation 
of Mii-Ksop, his very capital performances 

may 



tnay be found in the ^^ Racing Calendar^'* fo 
iong as it fimll retain a place in the fporting 
libraries. 

Circumilances of this kind happen^ how«- 
tver^ fo very rarely, that inftrud:ion$ cefpe4^«- 
ing cafualties remote and unlikely, might 
(bis ^med fuperfluous, did not a vindication 
tmfflcdiately arife from the exulting <:(Mifola- 
tion» of knowing by what means to encouater 
fuch difficulties whenever they occur. 

Returniiig therefore to the aft of foaling, 
which, as before obferved, generally happens 
without the leail: danger or difficulty, and 
"iiifie times out of ten in the night, it be«- 
comee the bufinefs of the owner or fuper- 
ihtendant to difpoie thecmare in fuch place 
'Cif fafety, that mifchief is at leaf): not likely 
io^etifue; and this caution may prove the 
onore acceptable, when it is pecoiledted 
by every breeder, fportfman, or reiident 
in the country, how very common it is 
in the feafon to hea;: of foals being Jhio^ 
tbered in a ditch, or drowned in a rivulet, 
^ the poJfibilit^^^:.^hich^ the attention of 
the inadvertent owner had never been even 

F 2 for 



68 BREEDING. 

for a moment direded. It is likewife by no 
means inapplicable to obferve^ that for fome 
days previous to the expcdted foaling of the 
mare» (he fhould be kept in rather a fpa- 
Ting than plentiful fituation ; to prevent a 
too great repletion of the inteflines and con* 
icqucnt compreflion upon the uterus, pro- 
ducing extreme pain, . diiEHculty and delay in 
the delivery, which might otherv^ife never 
occur. 

The mare having (as is generally the cafe) 
been freed from her burthen without in- 
convenience, and np circumftance arifing to 
forbjd it, let her be immediately removed to 

.a healthy and luxuriant pallure, calculated 
to furnifh not only a fufficiency of fupport 
for her own frame, but affording a fuperflux 
for the fubflantial and nutritious fupport .of 

rher young. In this a proper difcrimina- 
tion . is abfolutely neceflary ; lank, fwampy, 
four grafs will certainly expand the frame, 
fubfift. the dam, and contribute a flow of 
milk for the foal^ but not of that rich 

,and luxurious quality that is derived from 
feeding upon the fucculenc herbage of mai- 
den meadow, or upland grafs in high per- 
fection ; 
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feftion ; both which contribute fa very 
much to the daily growth and improve- 
ment of the colt, that it is a matter of the 
utmoft confequence to the breeder, whofe 
principal objedl fliould be to attain every 
poilible advantage in height ^ bone^ and con-^ 
dition, previous to the commencement of 
fevere weather, during which growth is ia 
general fufpended, unlefs liberally promoted 
by the falutary interpofition of good Cood, 
and proper fhelter to encounter the incle- 
mency of the feafon. 

This is the iirfl ilep to be taken where 
no difagreeable traits intervene to require a 
dlSerent mode of treatment ; but fhould the 
mare (by foaling before her time, or in fe- 
vere fharp winds, a cold wet night, long and 
painful delivery, or other circumftances too 
abftrufe to be difcovered) vifibly labour un- 
der Jixed dejeSiiorit bodily languor^ lofs ofap^ 
petite, laying down as if .painfully weary, 
and totally inattentive to the infantile fond- 
ncfs of her foal ; it may be juftly prcfumed, 
oature has fuftained a fevere (hock from 
fome one of the caufes juft recited,, that 
cannot be too foon attended to and coun- 

F 1 teradled^ 
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tcra6!ed, for the prevention of more diftrcff- 
irig confcqucnces. 

Fate is in general rapidly decifive in catfes 
of thrs complexionf, therefore delay (under 
afty pifttence whatever) may prove not only 
dangerotts but deftrudlive; the mare upon 
ftrch d5fcr6very fhould be immediately re- 
moved, **ith her foal, to a liiU and com^ 
fortable fituation-, as a large open ftable, 
ctofe eow-houfe, ot bay of a barn, where 
ihe ftiould be cxpeditioufly fupplied with 
fuch articles as invigorate the fyflem, en- 
crede l$ie circulation, and recruit exhaufted 
nature. About a gallon of water made warm 
and imfpregnated with a portion of bran 
or oatmeal, may be di redly given to allay 
-the thirft which pain, fatigue, or difquiet- 
tlde never fails to excite, as well as to form 
a kind of fubftitute during the preparation 
of a plentiful mafh of malt, oats, and bran, 
equal parts, into which fhould be ftirred 
fix ounces of honey ; this being given to the 
mare, of confifteiit warmth, will not ctoly 
gently ftimulate the debilitated powers 
and gradually aflift the ftrength, but pro- 
mote ah eajly flow of milk (for the gratis- 

fication 



BREBDING. jt 

ficatkui of the expe£bnt foal) which ii 
always in fome degree obftrudled, if not to- 
tally fuppreffcd, by the leaft indifpofition of 
the dam. 

The mafli may be repeated twice every 
day, with plenty of the beft hay, and oc- 
caiional fupplies of the water before- men* 
tioned, till her recovery is fufficiently efta« 
blilhed, and the weather proportionably 
calm for her enlargement, in the way a- 
bove-defcrtbed, had no difficulty intervened. 
Should the fame laflitude and dejed:ion con« 
tinue . more than four and twenty hours 
after thefe methods have been adopted, 
bring into immediate ufe a dozen of the 
cordial peroral balls from '* The Gentle, 
man's Stable Direftory, VoL I." and let one 
be given every night and morning in its 
prepared ftate, or diflblved in half a pint of 
gruel, and adminiftered as a drink, or in^ 
corporated with each mafh at the Aated 
periods, till the whole are taken ; continu- 
ing the aids, of majbes^ noarm water ^ ^tirf^ 
ing, and cloatbing^ (if fymptoms of great 
cold appear) till every appearance of com- 

F 4 plaint 
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plaint is removed, and nature perfedly re* 
ftored* , 

Some marcs, whether from a rigidity of the 
veflels in not having their firft foals till an 
advanced age, flight colds that obftrud: the 
fecretions, or whatever caufe unafligned, are 
very deficient in a neceflary flow of milk, by 
which means the foal is deprived of perhaps 
half the fuflenance requiflte for his fupport 
and expected improvement : This is a matter 
well worthy minute infpedion for the firfl: 
three or four days after foaling, by which 
time the food fliould be perfe(3:ly aflimilated^ 
the la(3:eals expanded, and an ample fecre* 
tion furnifhed for the full feed of the foal. 
This not being the cafe, fuch deficiency 
fhould be very early difcovered, a(id a$ 
eagerly afllfted when Icnown, 

The richefl: and moft luxuriant pafl;uro 
that can be obtained, with good foft 
water at will,' is the firfl: and befl: natu- 
ral ftep to remove fuch obftrudlion in its 
infancy ; tkat^ upoq obfervation, not fuc- 
Cetdin^ in th^ deiired dcj^rce, and thq 

coj^ 
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colt becoming perceptibly Jtinted^ (which 
may be plainly perceived not only by his 
external appearance^ but inceiiant attempts 
to obtain fupplies without fuccefs) artificial 
Qiieans mufl: be adopted to iblicit a due dif- 
charge of this very nece^ary fluid, without 
which every expectation of the foal's growth 

and gradual improvement qpiufl: be rendered 
abortive* 

This object can only bw accomplifhed by 
enlarging the mode and encreafing the means 
of conveying a larger portion of more nutri-« 
tious aliment into the fyftem s from the gc* 
neral diiFufion of which, the lymphatics and 
]adeal8 become proportionally diftended, and 
are confequently enabled to fecrete and dif^ 
charge a much greater quantity than nature 
In her more reluClant ftate fe^ms inclined tp 
bieftQw* 

This fyftematic procefs of nature may, to 
the lefs enlightened reader, feem matter of 
fo much aipbiguity, that fomewhat more in 
explanation may be probably required \ but 
?is abftrufe reafoning and phyfical definition 
(it )ias beep before faid) is not the purpofe 

of 
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of the prefent publication, every irrelative 
matter will be caref ally avoided that can 
tend to perplex the mind or embarrafs the 
judgment. It would^ therefore^ be deviating 
widely from the plan originally formed for 
the accommodation of general comprehen-« 
fion, were we (by unneceifary introduction) 
to enter into the very extenfive field of ana-^ 
tomical ftrudture and animal mechanifin, 
demonftrating phyfically by what admirable 
means the excrementitious part of aliment is 
rge£bed from the ftomach and conveyed 
through the inteftinal canal^ when divefted 
of its more fubtle and nutritious properties ; 
which being totally abforbed by an infinity 
of vcflTels in the very work of digeftion, is 
carried into the circulation, and there confti*- 
tutes, by its diflfcrent fecretions, the fource of 
life and fupport; from which fyftematic 
transformation is derived that formation of 
blood, that gradual enlargement of flefh and 
bone, only to be explained by much literary 
information on one fide, and underftood by 
no fmall portion of medical knowledge on 
the other* 

It will confequently fuffice to fay, that 

the 
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the reaider^ whofe mind is more enlarged, 
i^hofe tiew& are more extenfive^ and who 
cannot rcisoncile his opinron or found his 
judgment upon the quality of aliment^ the 
pi'ocefe of digefiion^ or the efFe<S of nutrition^ 
by what has been concifely iiitrodticed upon 
thofe fubjeds^ muft derive more fubftantial 
ailiftance from the variety of exeelknt pro-- 
feiBonal publications more particularly a- 
dapted to fuch inveftigation ^viiL enquiry; 
as the majority of fhofe who do me the bo«» 
iic^T of occafional infpeiSlion^ will certainljr 
expe^^ finder the head we now wriie upon, 
to find mtich more matter of amuicment 
dnd rural inflruftion than fcientific difqui- 
£tio!i« 

Declining, therefore^ a matter of fo much 
cxcent^ and fo little applicable to the prefent 
purpofe^ we naturally revert to the ftaie of 
the mare and the means of enlarging the 
powers j from which alone, the foal is to 
receive not only a fafficiency of nutriment 
for bcu'e fabiiflence^ but an abfolute ^abun- 
dance or ftipcrflux for the promotion of ad- 
vantages we have fo particularly explained. 
The deficiency before-mentioned having been 

attentively 
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attentively afcertained, and excellent paf- 
ture with good water not being found to 
increafe the flow of n^ilk fo much as is 
evidently required, an addition of more fub- 
flantial and nutritive food mud be aflbciated 
with what has been always confidered the 
firft and mofl: natural aliment for equeftrian 
improvement. 

All rules, however eftabliihed, are perpe- 
tually liable to fome exception, and nature is 
not uncommonly aflifted (or counteraded) 
by ways and means the very lead expe&ed; 
for every conilitution will not be a£ted upon 
in the fame manner either in the human or 
brute creation. In faft, daily experience, 
with the human fpecies affords ample proof, 
that ih^/ame articles in phyfic or food fhall 
aft in a direft contrary way, and produce 
a very different efFeft upon one habit to 
what it fhali in another : A circumflance fo 
generally known and admitted, would fur- 
ni(h fufficient latitude for conjefture re- 
fpeding the animal we now treat of, waa 
proof really wanting to eftabliflx fuch 
opinion, which is by no means the cafe, 
as numerous inftances might be quoted tQ 

corroborate 



•BREEDING. ^y 

corroborate a variety of fimilar contrails^ 
.were they at all necefTary, to confirm a be- 
lief of what in reality there cannot be th« 
lead doubt of. . 

Convinced, therefore, of fuchfads^ it is 
but. a natural inference to conclude, the 
bed:, or indeed pafture of any kind may not 
be fo equally conducive to the improvement 
land qondition of all immediately after fod^ 
ingy but that it may adt as a powerful re« 
•Aorative upon one, while it relaxes and de- 
bilitates the fyftem of another; particularly 
where^ from a vitiated or difeafed fbate of the 
ilomach and inteftines, it paiTes fo rapidly 
^nd indigefted through the body, as to de« 
fofit but little of either ejfence or Jubftanct 
for the fubfiflence of the frame or fupport of 
the foal. 

This is undoubtedly one of the predomi- 
nant caufes of the defedt, aiid fhould . be 
icounteradted by fuch means as are calculated 
to ftrengthen the digeftive powers, animate 
.the circulation, and diffufe a plentiful fup* 
.ply of chyle to prcferve the neceffary fecre- 
tions, without which a healthy and im-^ 

proving 
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j>roving ftatc is not to be expcftcd. T« 
cffe<3: this, give a warm raafti every mom« 
Ing compofed of brown malt three quarts^ 
and one of cracked oatmeal^ (coixMnoiily 
called grits) let the water be poured on boil-^ 
ing hot, and repeatedly ftirred up till of a 
|>ropQr warmth, when it may be given in 
cither field or (table, uhlefs any feveri^ <£ 
weather ihould render the latter moft eligi* 
fale. In the ev^efiing of each day, give h^£ 
a gallon of good found mealy oat«, with 0ie 
addition of a pint of old beans, ^ther^whole 
or fplit, ajs will be moft readily Mken b|t 
the fabje<ft for -wbom they are intended; 
thefe feeds, exclufive of their great nutritive 
property, will powerfully aflift in retaining 
the aliment in the ftomach by their reftrin* 
gent quality, thereby contributing largely to 
the general purport of the whole. 

This plan ihould be perfevered in for fix 
days without intermif&on, when an increafed 
fupply of milk from the mare tiwy be ear- 
neftly expected ; but fliould that improve- 
ment not become perceptible, flie may be rca« 
fonably deemed a very poor nurfe^ and no other 
txtraordinary means be attempted to aflift 

tht 
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the imperfeftion ; but care moft be taken to 
wean the foal very early in the cnfuing win- 
ter» (as will be hereafter explained) upon ^ 
wdljtiftified prefumption^ that at the autum« 
nal declination of grafs^ her flender portioii 
of fupport for the foal will difappear alfo. 

How far it may be confiftent, at leaft 
prudent^ to breed a Jecond time from mares 
wiiofe powers are evidently deficient in fur- 
nifhing foch portion of milk as is abfo- 
Itrtcly neccffary to ftamp the attempt with 
ibcceifSy muft be left entirely to the decifion 
of the parties interefted in the event; fome 
of whom I have before obferved, are, from 
different motives, too much attached to 
undeferving favourites ever to fufFer their 
opinions to be warped by any confideratioa 
or remonftranee whatever. For my own 
part, I feel juflified by perfonal experience 
and attentive obfervation, in again making 
public declaration, that in fo ferious and 
expeniive a bufinefs as breeding for either 
the turf, field, road, or draft, no blind pre- 
judice or infatuating prepoiTefiion fhoQld in- 
Huence me to pcrfevere in the praftice with 
pa}pable paints, defeats, or difqualifications 

againft 
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under tlie.clifadvantage o£:bleak: winds andr 
frigid ihowers^. butiwbofore tfaarc.Es' a iingle 
blade, of ^xluberant'^paftwre /to fiibfiflrl the 
dam»^ or enconrs^d did . growth df -ti^lve 
months tedious expe^tion. 



k 9 ^^ 
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From^^hat has 'been rfo lately ..and re*^ 
peatedly • urged refpe£ting r the : propertacs ^ 6£ 
diiferdntkindft of aliiiiait, andiits efied upw 
on theafiinial.fyilenif:littile more caa.be te^ 
qUincd^itOa iprove, that xvhenever a necefiity 
abfolutfily exifts for fubfiding the mare eiw, 
tirely upon dry food ^ the iecrctioh of milk 
mud be inevitably reduced, and the im- 
provement of the foal proportionally 5b- 
ftruded. Taking this then as a matter 
univerfally admitted, and, in fa<3:, vtrhat no 
man living will attempt to difprove,. wft 
may naturally conclude no rational in vefti^ 
gator of truth and eonflftency . will cvei 
deviate; fo much from the line of his own 
intereft,. as to promote the propagation i of 
what muft, at the time of its birth^ be>iil 
a . great degree deprived of its moft natural 
means of exiftence ^ a deficrency not ia his 
power to fupply by any adequate fubftitutc 
whatever, 

Rclih- 
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Relinqmihing therefore fo extravagant an 
I, we proceed* to the time mbft natural 
for bringing the marc to the horfe after her 
foaling^ if fhe h intended to continue her 
fbrvices as a brood mare, and to be mana- 
ged accordingly. The time moft applica- 
ble in one refpeft, may not prove always 
the moft convenient in another, as it (hould 
be regulated, if poflible, to avoid the be- 
fore mientioned extremes of the foal falling 
too early or late in the feafon. Moft mares 
will take the horfe on either the nintA^ 
Jifteentb^ twenty -firjl^ ot twenty-feventh dzy 
after foaling ; of thefe, neither will occafioa 
any great variation in the time of her foal- 
ing the next feafon; though I fhould ad- 
here to either of the two laft^ unlefs the 
mare had foaled late in the year, when the 
firji or fecond fliould ' certainly be preferred. 
After which covering, or refufah of: the 
horfe, fhe fliould continue, to be tried at 
the ilated periods fo particularly fpecifeed in 
the earlier part of the work; alway&^^iCOH^- 
eluding the mare to be ftinted, and in a 
ftate of conception, when flie has repeat- 
edly declined the horfe in the manner there 
defcribed. ; * v* ^ . 

^ ' G 2 Before 
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Pf fixw we telfic leave of t^is parf of <^ur 
A*J19^> it comes directly in po^t ^ o^ 
a few words upoa t^)^ aljnoft ip\{fir^, 
praaicc of cpntingvng to hxaed ' year ^ttjc 
y»|r» frqna the fame n^are, till natur§ qyf f- 
drivfii thwarts the attempt b;|r l^e <^pc^r 
oijpal . Wtrpdvi^on of a barren y^r, ^p ^|>^ 
qppo^^ion to tb.e intent of the ^reecjcc, dc- 
monftrating upon compulfion t^e nece^y of 
what he did not intend to cqmp^eh;^ hj 




• • ,' • 1 . , 



TTlj^c v^ry nicans by which the emhfyo ia 
g^ncrated^ and the nutriment re^uired^ vpi 
only to fupport its growth 4^riijg the 
moaths of gei^ation^ but the fubi^u€yEi( 
tci:m of \t^ fusion, evidently point out thff 
confii^ency of fome portion of reft pr re- 
ipit^ for the dam, to acquire su^it^n^ ' 
Arength^ aftjer the inceflant labour of cqa«« 
^ual)y coUei^ng a double portion of food 
to f^bfiil herfelf and fupport her off"* 

T\^t faihionable and prcdoniinant plea of 
attachment to intereft and felf-prcfcrvation, 
wflil render deaf to ^his remonftrance num« 

bers 
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>crs^ who, unv|rilling to " lofc the year, 
and incapable of ithbibing iniftrudioii from 
t£e niceil: laws of nature, wUi be reeiikteei 



mercenary ienfations; affecting to believe, 
that the mare producing a foal every year^ 
will continue her flock equally itrong« 
healthy, and valuable, with thbie that are 
favoured with^ occaiional and neceiTary in« 
termimons. This is not the faa : attentive 
ODlecvation. accurate eftimate, and impartial 
oecifTon. will clearly prove fuch fucceuion 
to degenerate iii bone, uze, ftrengtb, and 
value, when produced from the fame mare 
lor a Series of years witbout the lealf 
ceflation J while, pn the contrary, ajtij^le 
year s fallow ini every tfiree or four, will, 
upon comparifbn critically niade, prove iq^ 
^ the aggregate decidedly ih favour of the 
breeder. 

ft . • • 

* - • I • I • ■ ' I • ' '• * i' 

H^yipg gone , regularly througli every ^ 
branch of information at all appertammg 
to ,the propagation and prefer vation ^ of 
flock, we now come to the time and man- 
ncrof vj^eamngi a matter that mufi ever be^ 
regulated mucli more by the circutnftdnces 

G 3 of 
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of the cafe tiioa the ftate of the fcafon, 
dracndiog^ in' a great degree upon the con- 
ditions' "we proceed to explain. Confidera* 
fions upon this fubjed are fb unavoidably 
complq^^ ' and depend fo much upon con* 
tingencles, that a nicety of difcrimination 
is upon aU! oiccafions necefl^ry how to pro« 
ceed in the buiinefs before as. 

The difierence of a mare foaling early or 
late in the (eaibn ; her remaining fallow, 
or having taken the horfe and renewed her 
conception ; the forward growth and rapid 
improvement,, or puny and backward (late 
of the foal, are all conditionai matters upon 
which ^ variations are to be formed. For 
inftance, where the mare has dropped her 
foal early in the feafon, has again taken the 
horfe, and the foal at her foot has im» 
proved properly, and acquired the defired 
ilrength and fize previous to the commence-. 
ment of. fevere weather : fuch foal fhould 
be taken from the dam fo fbon as the de- 
cay of pafture perceptibly pccafions a i^dduc- 
tion in the fupply of milk ; and this fepa- 
ration becomes the more immediately ne- 
ceflary upon an eftablilhed truth, that the 

longer 
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loDffier a foal > is :. permitted .to opprers.oa» 
ture^ by; a compuLiive'fecretion and.eyacu* 
atjon of milk froni a mare again advanced 
in io^X, tbq more will the fubjefl; m embryo 
be confcqueDtly impoveridied and retrained, 
when ^ deprived^ of its. portion of nutriment, 
/i>//i cpn vested through axiother^ channel, 
and appropriated to ^ different ,ufe. Thijs 
incontroyertible fyftem of the animal oeco- 
nomy ?»uft be fo evidently clear to the moft 
uncultivated comprehenfion, (accudomed to 
dedicate but littlp aueption to the flighted 
indicatlQn;^ of nature) that it becoaies mat- 

,. % ' r — • •' . , t, - ■ ...1* 

ter .of admiration how fg abfurd a practice 
can ^ver be . fupported upon the bafls of 
inadvertency ; when it would be rendering 
^ature acceflary to a pervcrfion of her own 
laws, even to fuppofe it vyas ever intended, 
that any animal exif^ing fhould longer fublift 
or ,prey upon the, very vitals of its dam, 
when the frame was again^ advancing in 
pregnancy with anotjier. 

From this . neceflary allulion to a pradice 
that is not only exceedingly common and 
too little attended to, but is alfo prejudi* 
cial to the fuhjeds themfelves in. % greater 

G 4 degree 
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decree than generally tahdei-ftdbd, (thiitety 
fdr Wiiit of 4 Httit fcrcAtific rbfleftioA BpoA 
ttie properties of food ahd its dlffertht t!f» 
fcfts) ^fc come to atiift appbfitt in itfelf^ 
' that muift be te'^ali^S kdcotAiApfi S»j 
Whcire the mate tiii fbaleti' late id the yeiri 
and has not been again but to fadrfe, or 
Where the retarcHsd ^d tfnprom}fitl|'.ftate bf 
the foal reriders e^ttri dkre and nbtiihg ab'<i 
Iblutely ncccffary : In citiier of ^idh, e^c-^ 
fy cnconragedient ffiould be gircrir tb JJrt* 
mote the fttcfigth atld growth of the fbal; 
during the ihclefrlciifc^ of thi wiriter ftafi«i; 
which^ if (bould be teihembered/ he ii not 
nearly fo well enabled to emfourite?^ a$ 
thofe of a gr^iter Sg6 jJo^fGii^ thi adVan-i.^ 
tbgdS Idiiore deferibfedi In fuch ihftahtc* 
as thefc, although the flcfi^ of riiill: ftotii 
the dfetai-will be very confiderably checked 
by the iteration bf .fdbd dependent iipoix 
the dliFdtent feafohs, ' yet with frequent 
fupplies of good hay tb the* mare*, it litey' 
be proportionally affifted, and with occafi- 
ofial aids of proper food to th6 foal, 
great advantages niay be derived fronl lit^^ 
titsg thelh run togetfccr through the fcvirfeft 
n»onth$ of the winter; to evade the iH 

edfeds 



^BUe^ ot ^Mcb, ndftnriial (belter iHtt ¥&f 
mvibh icbiltrlbote. 

NdtWithftfchdihg eteij pdffible ihibnni* 
iioh fhat can be jfltrodoced, Ibcb Tari^ 
of cafes may occur with Co great a compli« 
cation of circumftances, that no literaiy 
de(briptidfl» htmtter diiSafb, dUi prtsittchm-> 
ptetbljf idfcqdate to everj idea o jx>h die faV« 
joets conditioftal inftnidioni iniift ilWayi 
bdcttide fdbfbrViellt to the difcriikUnitiUif 
jtid^diit of the owner or fbperinten£iiilli 
upon ^iiboCc favoarablb opti^ui or prga- 
£cei tafrite at cbmpliatilee, Will depeb^ 
die cl&& of the whole ; iand to fuch pre- 
atrhiis ;decifioii done, muft the writer iiU 
tiiriatiely rdbmit ' the cbnfiftency and ex<^- 
tidn iff his dirediiohs, though he were tit 
produce iti. hnmiculate volume updh thi! 

Confcltiiih howcVcr of the comffulfiVe nfe- 
ceffity for futfh depcndehcc, and the diverfity 
dF cafijs rcqnirirtg conditional thanks W 
the rirStt^ of circumttanceS tfiat may occur, 
no pirti^lar week or ^oritb can Be invaria- 
bly fixed for weaning ; as fome of the con- 
tingencies before- mentioned may render it 

unavoid- 
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unay^dably neceifary in the earlieft month 
of the winter^ or protrad i% to the tatefl: in 
the fpring ; which muft, after all that can 
be ofiered'o in print, depend entirely « upon 
the: difqretipn and inf^efl of t^e parties 
more; immediately, concerned. 
^ /\. f - . . .' . . . I . ■ * 

. . Wayingr for ^tliiofe rejifo;is, ; farther ani«. 
madverfioijL refpedting $he. /i/^<^ we advert 
^.thc fff^nner ofr^ffcf^jng a change. fqmc* 
times attended wit|i d^fH^ulty, bat^feldpm pr 
never wid) daxiger^ particularly when regu« 
][a^ed by.j^ue attention to ^ircumjiances^ fea^ 
Jbn^, fiatei^ , ^d condition % confideratip^s that, 
oever efcapethe eye of vigilance, and ge« 
flcrally infure their own reward. Towards 
the.coqcli^fion of the year, the foal acquires^ 
by in&iviGt. and obfervation, fome leliHi for 

■ 

pafture, but unluckily begins to enjoy it 
jiift at its autumnal declination, when long^ 
dreary nights, damp fogs, and frequent 
rains have fucceeded the enliyeping rays 
of the genial fun, depriving it of its . for- . 
mer fubftance and vernal fweetnefs: at 
this critical period all. nature undergoes a 
yifible alteration^ and the change is as fe- 

verc 
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vere in its eiFedls upon the animal a^ the ye- 
gctativc part of the world. 

• * * 

In this general revolution^ the expeded 
and former nutriment from the Jam becomes 
not only reduced in quantity, . but impaTred 
in quality | djvefted in a ercat degrpe of its 
balfamic aad hourifhing property, it wifely 
points oiit t© the foal, the feeling ncceffity 
of an adequate fubflitute for fuch defid* 
ency ; under fo predominant a fenfatioh as 
hunger, he readily fubmits to an alteration 
in the means of fubfiftence, and in a^few 
days becomes perfedly reconciled to the 
food allotted him, provided it is applica- 
ble to the ilate of his infancy, good in 
its kind, and properly feledlcd to gratify the 
calls of nature. 

Of thefe there are various kinds, that 
have each their different advocates, whether 
in oats, bran, chaff, barley, wheat, hay, or 
Jiraw, and each advocate loaded with rea- 
ibns of the firft importance and felf con- 
sequence, (regulated perhaps by pecuniary 
fenfajylpn) to juftify the opinion he has 
ibrmecl : Bat as it is by no means the pur- 

pofe 
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pole to lead our readers through a dull and 
tedious labyrinth biF perpleixities. Without £ 
glimmering of either utility or information^ 
we fliall end&avour to aicertaih tHe pre* 
ference without anmiadverting upon the 
jodgment and 0|p|inioii of othersj^ wilhin]^ 
Qpon the b^s of ihith and cohtiiieiicjr 
nify to edablifli the criterion of biir bwiu 

It has been generally faidof Oats, (al* 
though the univerfally eftablifhed food for 
lierfes) that they are dangerous to foals ^t 
the time of weaning^ under an idea of the, 
i^tic nerves being fo violently afJFedted by 
the iirength required in mtaftication, as to 
CKTcafion future difeafe^ debilitation^ and 
fometimes lofs of the eyes : As this is 
however a matter that can never be redu- 
ced to certainty^ bat mufl: always remain 
dependent upon conjefture^ without even 
the poflibility of proof, it may be perfedlly 
applicable to the difpofitibn of thofe who 
entertain doubts, to adopt the alternative of 
feeding with the grain or ^rits only firft 
diveded ol* the hulls, as in the Jheitov hujk 
fuch difficulty muft be refident, an^. not in 
the meal. 

Bran 



B Jl ^ E D I N G. ^ 

BsAti may have iti occafional uie, whca 
called in aid <^ other afimmt^ but I9 enti. 
t|^ to little or no eC^mation qn t)>C kon. 

to aqitt^e the. appetite an4 ^pap4 t|ie ^ni|QM 
tfeiy CvWift.^C bo4y. BAKl>sTt (p^rtipQ^ 

^^ T^f? ^anufi^ai}r<xi* «M flteliopit^ 
mtQ in^lt) as well a^ V^sbat* coquiJAi^ 
tt Eir|?)rity of inylgpratiqii fnt^'4iiip0; 
eya7p^. of . the cr^tion » forwhc^WiJie 
experiment t>e made on many ieafi, or the 

• •■■■•• « I •^ t 

more inferior clailes oH fouiU oi verm}V% it 
bccoiA^S. eyery way coofpicuous. The g^t 
(alubrity and nutritive property of (buqd^ 
flagrant, well-made Meadow and Cloybji 
Hay are too aniverfally known tQ require 
a iingle line upon their excellence. 

In addition to thefe, mpft of ^hich are. 

» • ■- . 

ia conftant ufe, may be introduced. tWQ v« 
tides equally applicable, though not ia 
fuch general requeft ; they arc neverthelefs 
in the higheft eflimation with thoie who 
have, proved their utility, and (land enti« 
tied to the warmed recommendation^ Firftg 

• • - ^ • 

the pulje p?fling under the denomiua^tion of 

HOKSE 
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Hume • Beans, "^hi<*h from tlieit' great 
ilil)f^nte;'il(lb^Jlive qiiality, ailH'knpwa Iti- 
ii^akhhgfoy^it\-''vi^ rd jjpijfed to' 

ciimVeylV'grteter'bo'rtidn 6f nUtrirhent to 
tSc^actti th^ iny'other corn ajppropri- 
atSf 'to 'the ifanie' lilfe';' AiiimittiBg this- to 




^mif°^l^kti^mii'£r6iarit^ age, 

ahffTha^Dfegiv^ii*'as exigencies ireqiii^es ei- 
tliei: IW tfifcir*ix«urtil i!ale wholes brJi^/iV^ as 
i§lhc iifUal method when driven with bran (a 
feed very comlmorl' Witli horfcs of the lower 
clafS" of mechanics)' br completely ground, 
(arid called 6ean meal) for the ufe of foals or 
colts, fo young that they are incapable of 
receiving them in any other flate. 

The other article, whether recommended 
as a ufeful winter fdbftitute for the more 
fucculent herbage of the fummcr, or only 
as a cheap and additional method of fubfif):- 
cnce, need only be more generally known 
to cftablifli its own reputation; whether 
joined to the accuftomed food of draft 
horfes ufed in agriculture, colts during 
thofe months of the year when the growth 

of 
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of pddi:^ is reftraiii^ fdih ^wbcfii iit«kn- 

whofp' iHOilBi are ^ vequtrCkl -^nd petmittd!d t& 
mil ztihC'^£oot all ^'ioJAter, it is o^'e*' 
qu^ tttUify, par ticukply to the latter, vrhtjiCt 
How! of jmUc it greatly erikrgeiB if givcji ifi' 
fiiificient' qfaaxitities toplvmate the-ifd^<&' 

t^iyft- • * • .1 •■■'> •. . ■ V. •. .*. ... . '/irlJ'v'Aj 

* -. • 

r CAitRoirs;^ the artkW thiis highly -eofh-^ 
oieodedyA after ;fair ^aod impartial' ti4a)^ ia^ 
one lof the/mofl ^valiiabie in nlris Tegets^Ut^ 
world,. abd>fo;eafy of < !i^iiill^vMi6n; ^ tJ^Bt^iii'^ 
a light, fandy foil • no^-rcpcJp is fuppofcd^ to 
ptodbce a greater ' iObiare* cff emolument ; - of 
this, certain advchturefs art-fd^ well cott- 
Tihced^rthat the very labourers iii the^north- 
weft parts of -the county of Stfrr)i,> .rent- 
from the neighbouring' farmers a"^ ttteiety: 

« 

(^.even thei.poorcft Und upon the verge 
of the barren heathy at the exorbitant price 
df three and four pouiids^ per acre for the* 
luhimer feafon^ only to prbduce a tingle 
crop, when it is immediately refigned to' 
the landlord for his feafon of wheat tO' 
follow* 
^ . . . « ■ 

The 
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igt p^ll in, ^ptsmber and. O^ber; tbele 

VP Yt^^i n<e»tly forOKd ioto buncfaea, and 

€c^$giV»l to. th(» London market bj. me 

vrHtggon.lo^f at the enorman; ^p ca c eof 

tfno.g0i^e4i &X; the carriage adgr* ' whack 

villi^C.addttionalr trouble, and chax^ oi 

double ifoeing, pulling, wajhing, and bwuj^ 

mg, gives it the appearance of a very expen* 

£![f;.cr<^i bat vhea it is ta(;en inta the 

c^cplatipn^ thaf . A^r^ ,. .fonictimea^^iir loads^ 

afltprodiiced frond a. finglc acre, that (ac-' 

<;ord}Qg, t9: the tufbn) feil in London^ from 

j^¥r tojkf. povadft per load, the great .ad-^ 

Vftptag^ becQOK^ pal^bly Aciking evm to 

tl^; mpft iodil^enl arithmetician* . BoS 

tbp emplUQI^At «n^ not here; for upon die 

aycr^ge^ np. more tbdn two-thirds of the 

prf>4iV^ are incl4ded in the above propor* 

tion, as turning out fufficiently h^md&me 

for, th^ trade b^ffore defcribed; the re« 

i^^ping propqrtion, that are ^^r/» ilL-JhapeJL 

V{^ forked^, are deemed refuje^ and ufed in 

th|e i^inter by fu^h growers as have ftock o£ 

tJjjBiF ow:n, or difpofed of by thofe wha 

have none to their neighbours at a vei^^ 

moderate price* To the corroboration o£ 

this 
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this &£t I fpeak experimentally, having 
been a confumer among my own (lock of 
Jbur-Jhore bujhels in one winter, purchafed 
at only (ixpence each buQiel, exclufive of a 
very confiderable quantity produced from a 
part of my own land, then under fimilar 
cultivation from a thorough conviiftion of 
their utility and profit. 

The method to preferve them for tlie 
winter confumption is as follows: Let 
them be taken, up early in the autumn^ 
fo ibon as their fuperficial or vegetative 
parts begin to decline^ and laid upon a bed 
of new nobeat Jiraw^ ( in a dry room pr 
cloie granary) without leaning, juft as they 
are, taken out of the ground ; they are then 
to be plentifully covered with the fame 
bedding, to protect them from long and fe- 
verc frofts that frequently enfue, after be- 
ing afiecSled by which^ they foon decay and 
become rotten : no ' fear of this need, ne* 
verthclefs, be entertained, provided proper 
care and attention be paid to the bed and 
covering, as they then continue perfedlly 
found to the expiration of a very long win- 
ter. There is alfo another equally efFec- 

VoL» 11. H tuai 
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iual methQd 6f prcfervatioti much in * %i{c 
ifl the neighbourhood alludtd to, by fub« 
ftituting /and for ftraw, letting them be 
very fiibftantially covered to exclude the 
external air ; but ds that article is not jfo 
unilrerfal, or to be obtained by any means 
ih many parts of the kingdom, ftraw muft 
undoubtedly prove mod convenient for the 
purpofe'. 

During the feafon reqliired for conilamp- 
fion, let any quantity be taken from the 
heap and placed in a maili or other tub, 
there covered with water froni a pump, 
or pond, as may be moft convenient ; when 
having flood an hour or two, to foften the 
furrounding earth left on for prefervation, 
they (hould be well waflied with a heath 
broom for a few minutes, till properly clean; 
then pouring off the foul water, and waOi- 
ing them once more with a pail or two 
of clean, they will foon become dry enough 
for the following operation. 

Let them be cut firft lorigitudinally, then 
tranfvei-fely ; or, to make ufe of a mofe 
comprehenfible tern); (at leait rather better 

adapted 
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adapted to the ruftic capacities of thofc likely 
to become the operators) ** athwart and 
acrqfs^*^ into fmall fquares about the iize 
of a horfe or tick bean j in which ftate they 
will be confumed in the winter with the 
greatcft avidity, by any clafs of horfes, mares, 
or colts, cither alone or intermixed with 
chafi; oats, bran, or any other dry food to 
whidi they are accuftomed. 

To remove fuch doubts as may arlfc 
in tbe minds of thofc who pafs through 
life in the true mechanical dog- trot of their 
^eat grandfirfes, and who, from their perfo- 
nfll pride and innate duinefs, never conde- 
icend to make an experiment^ or fanftion 
an improvement when made 3 I think it 
necefiary to repeat the fadt, that I have 
Wiffa the greatefl: fuccefs introduced this 
ailcfitional article of food to ail the differ- 
ent horfes in my pofleffion (hunters ex- 
cepted) during a long, dreary, and fevere 
winter, never remembering to have had 
diem in better health, vigour, and condi* 
tion. Among thefe were a team of draft 
horfes in conftant employment, not only in 
agiicuitarc but occalional hard work upon 

H z . the 
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the road ; growing colts of difFcreot kinds, 
as well as brood mare^ and foaIs> who all " 
equally enjoyed a participation of the expe* 
riment in every kind of way it could be 
offered them 5 tending fufficiently to juftify 
every thing I can prefume to offer in rc- 
commendaion of the praftice, more parti- 
cularly with ftock required only in improve 
ing condition during the winter, and not 
deftined to any kind of labour. 

In this juft reprefentation, I beg by no 
means to have my expreffions mifconftrued 
or my meaning perverted, but defire it 
(hould be generally underflood, I urge 
their utility in applicable proportions as a 
cheap auxiliary to other food^ without in- 
dulging an idea of their being ufed alone \ 
as well as to have it held in ren^embrancei 
however ferviceable and healthy they may 
have proved, and certainly are to the unem- 
ployed part of ftock, it was never my in- 
tent to declare them capable of conftituting 
the bafis of nutrition and fupport for horfes 
in conftant and laborious work. On the 
contrary, knowing experimentally the great 
cxpcnce of breeding, and how neccfTary it 

is 
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18 to acquire occadonal aid from the frequent 
interpofition oi aconomy, I earneftly recorii* 
mend the culture of them upon that fcore^ 
(in thofe parts of the kingdom not fo fa- 
vourably adapted to breeding) as a very ufe- 
ful and profitable afTociate with other food 
for brood mares, foals, and growing colts, in 
fevere or long winters, when hay and corn 
are at an exceeding high price from a gene- 
ral failure in the crop, or an indifFe^giy^^fea- 
foQ for the harveft. 




From this unavoidable deviation 
turn to the bufinefs of Weaning, a mat- 
ter that will be in fome degree more eafily 
reconciled by permitting the foal to feed 
with the mare for a few days upon the dry 
food previous to the entire feparation. The 
queftion naturally and indeed generally arif- 
ing at this period, is not, what food is the 
mofl falutary for the fubjedt in quedion ; but> 
Which is the kind of food mod appUca* 
ble to the fenfations of the owner ? Though 
was reafbn or prudence confulted, that food 
would be adopted mofl adequate to the proba- 
ble value of the foal ; for notwithflanding all 
that cao be urged in the defence of breeding 

H 3 fyftcm- 
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fyftematicalty, ta produce ftock of fiiape, 
ilrcQ^b, figure^ fafliioOj boae or ipeod (ac« 
coirding to tbe piupofes for which chey are 
deSgned) there will fliU remain a more tbsLSk 
moderate proportion of the breeder& formerly 
defer ibcd^ who muft inevitably cootiiuie to pro* 
[Hgate {lock, not worth the proper fnppart of 
even the firft twelve months, was their intrio- 
fie value to be brought into arl^trative com-^ 
petition with tbe year's confamption. 

No doubt can be entertained but the fweet* 
e(l hay, with a daily portion of the linlfcd 
oats and a triftisg addition of tbe facaa meal»r 
would be as perfediy graiefisl to the wcas* 
ing foal of a five pound pony mare as to the 
palate of a fon of Highflyer ; but it is 
natural to conclude, in the preient boitriy 
increaHng age of (agacity and penetralioot 
felf winter eft ^ with its concomitants, will never 
be fo totally obfcured, as not to regulate the 
conduA of the niajority^ and that mares and 
colts will in general be fupported with a 
political reference to profit and lofs^ however 
fomc exceptions (with favourites of a former 
defcriplion) may produce many a fbor-year 
old at the domcftic expcnce of thirty^ forty 



4 
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or fifty founds^ whofe whole accumulation of 
paints and perfeStions will never exceed five 
and twenty when brought to the teft of iii- 
^)e£l:ion at a public rtiafket, 

Omfcidtts bow many will continue to breed 
under ^very difadvantage, and ^o perfift un-* 
der every peculiarity, I fhall fubmit the dif- 
tin£k kind of aliment to be' feledted, and the 
quantity to be regulated entirely by the jadg- 
tnent, whim, caprice, experiment, or local 
cuftom of every individual, upon a perfeft 
convidtian he will juftly claim and etert that 
privilege^ in oppojitton to any opinion or die** 
tttioti of mine; whofe farther inftrudtions 
upOik this head might be candidly confidered 
obtrufive, where conditional diredions undet 
ib many contingencies (as the ftate of 'various 
fbbje^ and temperature or feverity of dif- 
fered feafons) muft prove totally imtdequate 
to general application. ^ 

Convinced however, on the contrary, how 
very many there are, who anxious for informa- 
tion and open to inftrutftion, poffefs patience td 
receive, and judgment to adopt, every fpecies 
of improvement calculated for the promotion 

H 4 of 
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of general good ; it is intirely for their ac« 
commodation^ that I have minutely defi:ended 
not only to an explanation of the quality . of 
different kinds of food, but repeatedly to the 
work of digeftion and effedt of nutrition, 
that ^he very means of growth, Jirengtb and 
condition may be. more rationally confidcred 
and fundamentally vinderf^ood^ 

• rf * • 

Frefuming on the care taken to inculcate 
fuch koo'^ledge, and thoroughly convinqsd 
of the advantages that arife from a liberal 
diftribption of provender to ftock of every 
kind upon certain emergencies, I beg to con-' 
elude my ohfervations under this head, with 
an additional injunction to breeders of every 
denomination, to endeavour in the two jirjl 
pointers ^ to acquire all poffible advantage in 
fi2;e^ ilrength, and bone ; which I have be«* 
fore faid^ and again afiert, depends as much 
upon the judicious and plentiful fupplies of 
food, as the qualifications of horfe or mare^ 
fo folely relied qpon and eternally echoed >by 
thofe fubordinate cavilifls who pofTef; the 
opinion, but not the means, to juflify their 
^fTcrtion, For fize, ftrength and bone being 
tJjus conflantly promoted by care and atten- 

tioD| 
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tion, they not only form the frame for a rea- 
dy acquiiition of flejfh in that feafon of the 
year when nature difpeofes her gifts with a 
more liberal hand, but being once obtained 
can never be obliterated 5 while, on the con- 
trary, the firfl opportunity of acquiring thofc 
perfed:ions being totally loft by an: unfair, 
reftraint in fuftcnance during the \firjl two 
years^ the ftock is more or lefs Jiinted^ and 
an irreparable deficiency conftituted that can 
never be fupplied in the fame fubjeSls^ by 
either prefent regret or future repentance. 
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IT will not come within the limits of 
this work, or the intention of the writer, 
to interfere with the operative part of the 
art, offering a differtation upon the routine 
of leadings lunging^ backings ridings mount-' 
ingf or difmounting^ with eafe^ grace, and 
agility I thefe are the profefiional privileges 
of Breakers alone, from the ruflic rough 
rider of the moft obfcure village in the coun- 
try, to the fafhionable and accomplifhed 
Mei^age Master General of the me- 
tropolis. 
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tfc^Iis* Profefling therefore no ihtcrferenctt 
with, or attack upon, the principles of the 
icience, I proceed to fuch aHufive rcsnarkt 
amd mferences as intereft not onty breeders and 
^rtfoien^ but all thofe who h^e any inr* 
mediate inteicburie with the fpecies, whether 
iirmn the moti^ of attachaient^ |^leafare^ 
braltb> pr bufinefs. 

The fir ft objeS for general confideration, 
h the age nK)ft proper for bringing into work 
horfes of different defcriptions^ according txt 
their diftin£t appropriations; but this, like 
inoft other matters, has become fubfervient 
to the prevalence of fafhion^ and in much 
lefs than half a century undergone a total 
f evolution. Some years fince (and not a 
great many) col(s and filUes were halt^^ 
and handled a iiule at three i turned out 
again and completely broke at four ; uied mo* 
dcrately during their fifth year^ and thought 
to be fufficientiy matuied for conftant work of 
fix\ fuch fyftem has been, however, grado^ 
ally changing as the value of horfes CQDti^ 
nued to increafe^ a circumilance that iq all 
probability eifFqikd the alteration, by tempt** 
ing breeders to turn their ftock into fpecic^ 
with much lefs trouble^ expence and anxiety 

than 
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than when kept fo long upon band btSom 
tbc/ cwld he tahea to markeu 

Thk has feurnecl £> much to advtnlage kg 
dKk winiiti tnuBtsfer to the Londoo dealers, 
who purckmfe at the famous fairs of Ban«< 
h«f jFf NorthaffiptDiit Leicefter, Reading, and 
vnny otherB, (excluiive of tbmr cyteiifive 
ail^iciea in Yorkfhire and other diflaoC 
counties) that they are now broke and 
fold fo foon as they have obtained ^ze, and 
uodcrgp the moft infamous fMradices upon 
their Meth, to enable the confcientious filkr M 
difpo& of a two> three^ or four ynr dd, for 
"^fwr^jive^ wjix^ which he frequently doea 
with ijbch afTurances of truth and integrity^ 
that the cheat is very httle likely to be dif«^ 
covered by any £igacity or drcumfpeOion 
mhatever. 

A fimilar degree of refinement has been 
cfFedied upon the turf^ as with the more in- 
ierior claifes ; for what has been pnmoted by 
mtertfi on one hand, has been extended by 
^ invincible ^/r£f $/ oppofition on the o- 
ther. It is but £sw years fince a four year 
eld plate was confidered the firft fuilic trial 
of ipeed and bottom^ between young horfes 

calculated 
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calculated and trained for racing : But horfes 
(as well as women) are^ by the great and H- 
lumined effed: of modern penetration, found 
to be fo much forwarder in the natural Jiate 
of their conftitution^ that they are brought 
into ufe many years fboner in the^prefent 
than the paft century i having now not only 
plates cpnftantly run for by three years ok)^ 
but frequent matches* and fweepftakes with 
two years t)ld and yearlings. 
. '. - ■ ... 

. In this general improvement (if it can be (o 
termed) I believe any obTervant or experi- 
enced reader will coincide with me in opinion, 
and hazard the affertion, that many hundred 
borfes are annually crippled or irrecoverably 
injured before they arrive at maturity i that 
is, before they arrive at a proper age for the 
work to which they are fo frequently moft 
injudicioufly defined. In fupport of this 
fadt, no greater or more indifputable au- 
thority need be adduced, than a reference to 
the infinity of invalids to be daily feen on all 
the popular roads leading to the metropolis 5 
but (hould a ftronger proof be required, to 
meet the opinions of the interejied and incre^ 
dulous, let it be extraded from the vifible 

cffea 
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offcA of the burning cautery^ or rotational 
multiplicity of fired horses in perpetual 
liberation from the hands of every eminent 
operator in the various parts of the kiogdom. 
As this cuftom is nov/ too far advanced in 
pradticej and too firmly eilabliOied by jntereft^ 
(at the original fource of circulation) to admit 
of cure or palliation^ farther animadverfion 
upon its .ill effeds cannot be productive of 
either fuccefs or utility ; continuing therefore 
our determination to avoid remarks extrane- 
ous or defultory^ vtre proceed to fuch practi- 
cal obfervations as are more likely to excite 
general attention. 

Of thefe^ none become more entitled to 
the confideration of Aorfe breakers and their 
employers^ than the natural difpofition and 
temper of the fubjeCl they are taking in 
hand; for it is a politive faCt that more horfes 
have been injured in their tempers and difpofi* 
tions by the indifcretion, impetuofity, ov pro^ 
Jejfional intoxication of thofe to whofe ma- 
nagement they are unavoidably entruftcd, 
than by any other means whatever. 

Reafon and obfervation afford evident de- 

monilration 
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]fiionftratk)n that horfes have tbek dificrenC 
ie^tcs of fagflcity and penetration; their 
^(mtaneons efforts are all regulated by the 
moft imprefiive and inherent fenfafioM^ 
dependent upon paflions confptcuous as ouf 
©wn^ fubgeS to an equal cjifplay of forti-- 
tude^ fear^ joy, grief, courage, timtdityt at^ 
taditnent and prejudice as any of the human 
^cies; and this is fo perfedly known to 
Aofe who ha^e made nature the obje€^ of 
frequent meditation^ that they cannot ecmfi- 
der the communication a matter of noveky i 
while thofe who receive the inforraatioa un- 
der an impreflion of doubt, mud, m the mo- 
ments of refledion^ be ferioufly convinced 
titey have read but little in the fertile volume 
of experience. 

XJpon the moft palpable conviftion, that 
thofe paiHons have a predominant afcendancy 
over their different fubjedts, I prcfumc to 
urge the confiftency of rendering the animal 
obedient to the will, by fuch methods as arc 
calculated more to acquire his fubmiffion 
than excite his anger ; or, in other words, 
to accomplifh the bufinefs more by gentle 
means than coercive exertions. The necef- 

fity 
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fity fi>r caraeftly recommending this lenity 
In the pn&icc^ has arifen from innumerable 
inftances within my own knowledge, of 
horfbs rendered invincibly reftifF by the dint 
of perpetual ill ufage and unjuft oppolition ; 
when from the natural bent of their difpofi- 
cions, a different mode of treatment would 
produced a dircdt contrary effed:. 



To this part of the fubjedt I have ever 
paid the greated perfonal attention, and de^ 
dare, with the flridtefl adherence to truth, 
i never yet faw a refitf borfe made better 
by violence and abufe. If any vociferous dif- 
putant, fond of difplaying his courage and 
exerting his power, feels his innate cruelty in 
fome degree abridged by the intervention of 
humanity, and arrogantly afks, " Whether he 
16 to abandon his purpofe, and permit the 
borfe to gain the victory and become his 
mafter ?*' I anfwer him with the greateft Ic- 
renity, '* On no account whatever.** Such 
is not the purport of my recommendation ; 
our intents are undoubtedly the. fame, but to 
be eventually accomplifhed by very different 
means; I repeatedly urge the propriety of 
du6 attention to the various tempers and dif- 

pofitions 
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pofitions of horfes^ upon the pureft convIc« 
tion^ that the treatment really neceflary for a 
horfe of very high courage and almofl: in- 
vincible fpirit^ cannot be confiflent or proper 
for one of extreme timidity ; that one horfe 
may be fubdued from any 'predominant vice, 
or regulated to any particular adtiony by a 
moderate exertion of power^ while another 
will fubmit only to a conflant difplay of the 
greatefl: tendernefs and familiarity. Theie 
extremes frequently exift in horfes of a fimi- 
lar clafs, value^ fpeed^ and qualifications; 
equally liable to injurious imprefiions from 
being managed in a way diredly oppofite to 
the very nature of their difpofitions. 

A due degree of patient difcrimination 
ihould be always exerted, to difcover the tem- 
per of the fubjedt and afcertain the line of 
diflinftion ; what may be expected from a 
fteady firmnefs and perfuafive mildnefs, pre- 
vious to the too ready exertion of violence^ 
in general very eagerly conceived and mali- 
cioufly executed. Horfes are perfedly con- 
fcious of the different treatment they re- 
ceive, and give the moft ftriking proofs of 
their attachment or dillike in confequencc : 

This 
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This is a faA but little known amidft the 
multitude oi fuperjtcial ob/ervers and metro^ 
politanjportfmen^ but incontrovertible with 
thoie who furvey this animal with the daily- 
eye of exquiiite pleafure and admiration^ 

The equanimity^ fortitude^ and fobriety^ 
fo indifpenfibly neceifary for the fuccefsful 
breaking and management of young, refti£^ 
timid) or high fpirited and refrad:ory horfes^ 
muft be too feniibly felt by every judicious 
JReader, to require the leaft animadverfion 
upon the advantage of fuch qualifications ; 
I (hall therefore proceed to a few remarks 
. upon the almoftfyftematic conduft of grooms, 
breakers, and fervants, (to whofe care horfes 
of the firil eftimation are unavoidably entruft- 
ed) who perfifting indifcriminately to effecS: 
all their purpofes by force, frequently err 
much more from the very motive that Pope's 
ruftic hero whiftled, " want of thought,** 
than any pre-determined fpirit of oppolitioa 
. to the rules of confiftency and difcretion. 

It is no uncommon occurrence with con« 
fiant travellers, to perceive one of this de* 
fcription mouoted upon a hor& denominated 

Vol. IL I reftifF, 
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rcftiff, that without any apparent motiirc 

.(at leaft perceptible to the rider) by which 

.the caufe may be difcovered, fuddenly ^^^, 

retreat^ or turn round upon the road^ vifibly 

encreaiing his relu<ftance to go forward^ in 

• proportion to the anger and violent oppofi- 

lion of the rider ; who^ too frequently a 

.flave to irafcibility, raflily fuppofes his coii- 

j*age is now put to the teft, and becomes ifQ* 

.mediately determined to conquer by violence 

or lofe his life in the attempt. This haft]^ 

refolve affords no moment to reflei^: upon 

the , imperfections of our own nature^ tlK 

.daily inconfiftency of our proceedings, or the 

means by which they are excited or reftfained; 

a total ftr anger to th^ Jcbool of pbikfapby^ 

and little read in the book of refined Jenfa-- 

lion^ he deals about him with whip and 

fpur moft unmercifully, till the animal (with 

perhaps a difpolition diredtly like his own) 

revolting ftill more at the feverity or inhu-* 

manity of the treatment, becomes outrageous, 

and by exertions of ftrength or ftratagem, 

difmounts his rider, or in a retrogade motion 

depofits him in a ditcb, on one fide the rode 

or the other. The adion is now renewed 

between bor/t and foot in a different way, 

the 
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the latter attacking the former with the ut- 
,tnoil violence over the head and cyes^ crro- 
ncoufly adopting An iRicuM, to irtng bifjt 
forwafd by driving him back : This pcrpc-^ 
tual and fevere difciplioe often iroufes in the 
fubje^t a certain kind of habitual callofii^ 
to . every future intervention of tendernefs^ 
. and renders bioi ever after incapable of be- 
comix^ cheerfully obedjient to what he con-* 
fiders his moil inveterate enemyi 

Some iiorfes are ajfp brought, ^o .a cert^iil 
.dc;gree.of ftartipg excecidingly dangerous^ b/ 
A ii^xMlar and equaUy improper mode of treat- 
rmentj for tbexe can be uodoubt but.horfes 
fhat are youngs or have been but little ufed^ 
milft Jlave fome time^ patience, care and 
attention beflow^d to recoticile them to the 
'grange, and numerous objedts upon a. public 
road^ before th^y can be ocpedted to ap- 
proach or pafs them without fudden furprife 
. .and trouble* Indeed^ the great variety and 
velocity of the, different vehicles upon, all the 
populous roads, but particularly round the 
.metropolis^ render it .a .patter of abfolu^e 
wonder, how fuch an in&oity of t^ higheft 
mettled horfes in the kingdom^ fhould be 

I 2 eternally 
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eternally pifling each other in crouds without 
thofe dreadful accidents fo natural to expe<5b 
and fortunately fo little heard of. 

■ It is really a matter of concern, that a cuf- 
torn fo inconfiderate and abfurd (hould ever 
have gained ground, as the practice of indant- 
\Y beating and goading a horfe upon his only 
method of expreffing a momentary and na« 
tural impulfe of fear, at any ftrange or un- 
common objed that may come fuddenly upon 
him, or to i^hich he may not have been 
accuflomed : In this, as the former cafe, a 
fimilar degree of feverity and cruel difpl^ 
of power are exerted by the major jpart of 
' the humane and enlightened clafs before- 
mentioned; for upon the horfe's firft ibrt- 
ing, whether from fear or diflike, he in- 
ftantly receives a blow on the head with whip 
or flick, accompanied with the very empha- 
tical impreflion of both fpurs, without allow- 
ing the poor animal a moment to recover from 
the firft furprife ; this repeated, conftitutes a 
ceremony we have before explained, and totally 
deftroys the bafis of mutual confidence, that 
(hould be carefully p refer ved to infure the 

faithful 
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faithful fervices of one and the proteftion 
of the other. 

Great inconveniencies arife from this un- 
juft and fevere method of treating horfes in 
general^ whjere from blows indiicriminately, 
dealt in paffipn^.the bones of the head^ of 
the eyesp are irreparably injured by the fer*- 
vailt, and the real caufe never truly known 
to the mafter; feveral inftances having oc- 
curred within my own knowledge^ of exfo- 
liations from the jaw bones, (with and with- ^ 
out a diilodgement of teeth) fome of which 
I difi^overed upon infpe£ting what the owners 
imagined to be a difeafe or canker in the 
mi^utht and not till an examination of the 
bones pf others after death ; the greater part 
or all of which> I have no doubt, were pro- 
duced by blows with weapons very little cal-^ 
culated for rods of correSHon. 

That there can be no dopbt of horfes fuf- 
taining great injuries by thefe means^ I have 
every reafon to believe, from numbers I 
have {t^n fall injiantly. to the ground, upon 
receiving a blow feemingly flight and of no 
^rcat force immediately behind the ear : 

I 3 Among 
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Aiiioog tho|e^ my memory furaiflte me vrisit 
iaflances of two that happened id t&e pob-^ 
lie parts of different large towns ; one paf- 
fioMtely in^Ac4 by a brotther of the faci^ty^ 
the other by a fob of ^ cborch ; tbc lait 
of t^hich ^ras almoft aciodipianied wkll |b 
flbgotar a cfrcomflaticey that I canoot refill* 
the temptation of a fbort ^grefll&a Id te^ 

]^ijf)g a man of v6tj low ftatbre^ toA 
engaged tb preach (for an abfent friend) itt 
^h eicceeding large church and higb pulpit 
nbt a hundred niiles iBrom tsdt of our nnivier^ 
iitiefs, he delivered his text from that ^rt 
of ftripture inclodrng the word^^^ ** In m- Rftle 
time you Jhallfee me, and in n Httle timcym 
Jhall not\* at this irioment, t^e ftool np^ 
on which he 9iO(^^ Vb render hhnfelf con* 
fpicuous to the congregation^ ilipping from 
under him, rendered him not only inftantly 
invijibk, but proved the words of his text 
to have been f^lefted with the xxidhfrophetk 
fnjpira(iqn^ 

-' Leaving to tlie force of imagination th? 
general copft^rn^tion of bis auditors and th^ 

topfufipa 
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confudon of the preacher, I proceed to his 
additional mortification in the fame town a 
ihort time after; whe^e riding up to the door 
of his draper upon a favourite horfe, and the 
hoffe very little ufed to the hurry of large 
towDS^ inftantly darted at fome objeA with«* 
in or without; when the little man, in bis 
^armtb^ giving him a petulant blow upon 
the hcad^ brought both horfe and rider to 
the ground in the prefence of twenty inha- 
bitants, who having his former dilemma 
freOi in their memories, it doubly infured him 
the appendage of ^* A little time ye (hall fee 
me, and a little time ye (ball not i' which 
honourable diflindion will, in all probabiliiy^ 
accompany him to the grave, he being at 
preient only in the prime of life. 

From fuch remarks as I thought abfolutely 
necefTary to cxpofe the cruelty of ill ufing 
horfes^ and demonftrate my invariable opi- 
nion, that violence and unjuft feverity, nine 
times out of ten, injures their tempers and 
confirms their vices ; I come to fuch proof as 
may tend not only to obtain converts to that 
9pinion^ but to introduce a j unification of my 
own i viz. that horjfes of mild tempers and 

I 4 pliable. 
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pliable difpoiitionSy may be brought to every 
ftatc of pcrfedion by gentle ufage corrcfpond- 
ing with their own frame of mind ; while, 
on the contrary, the ferocity of thehigheft 
fpirited nday be gradually fubdued by exerti- 
ons oi fteady authority and perfevering forti^ 
tude^ blended with intervening zSi% of kind- 
Defs and occaiional encouragement, without 
defcending to the mod unjuftifiable ill ufage^ 
tending only to excite invincible prejudice 
and perpetual oppofiiion. 

The proofs upon which fuch opinion is 
incontrovertibly founded, conftitute an expe* 
rience of twenty years, in which time I have 
attentively analized the tempers of horfes^ 
and the pradical principles of their breakers 
with as much fervency as the profeffional 
abilities and medical knowledge of Country 
Farriers y fo fully and repeatedly explained in 
different parts of the former Volume. There 
is a certain analogy in the pradtice of both j 
and kill or cure may be adopted by each for 
his motto, without injury to either; and with 
much greater propriety than one of the fame 
learned fraternity defined his employer's horfe 
to be ''fefnpcr eadem;' worfe and worfe ; or 

the 
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theother> Vivant Rex^ dead as a door nail^ 
by G-d, Sir." Thefc flips arc, however, to 
be charitably confldered fublime cffuiions of 
fancy, to which men of fuperior genius are 
juftly entitled, as laudably emerging from 
vulgar explanation, and fublimely foaring be« 
yond the limits of common comprehenioa« 

Experience is, upon die foundation of 
the ancient adage, univerfaliy faid ** to make 
fools wife.'* To a little of that falutaiy ex^ 
perience I acknowledge myfelf indebted, and . 
am not afhamed to confefs, that in the very 
early part of life, I became a temporary 
flave to cuflom, and creduloufly beftowed my 
premium of three guineas (excluflve of the 
fce^p) to have a colt rendered every thing 
that was bad, by the moft popular diftri* 
butor of equeftrian difcipline in the neigh* 
bourhood of my refidence ; when after an 
abfence of fix weeks, the time fixed on nc* 
cefifary to complete his education and render 
him a paragon of perfection, he was re- 
turned fo caparifoned^ bitted^ cayifoned^ mar-* 
tingaled^ and cruppered^ that he feemed ad- 
mirably decorated for the immediate adven- 
tures of a knight errant, the field day charger 

of 
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pf a general ofBcer, or ready accoutred for 
tke champion of England to make his public 
entry into ,Wcftminiler Hall. My inftrudions 
were, to ride him for ibme time «' m bis 
tackle^* though he was as wellbroke^ zsJUa^ 
^^ temperate vkA/aft as any horfe in the 
kin^dom/^ My very firft excurfion, how- 
ever, convinced me of the honour and pro« 
hity of this fcicntific operator ; for the colt 
was m pof&iiion of every vice withouta fingle 
pfttfei^dcm in his hsoxkv^ except a wonderful 
tlttristy m ftopping^ wbach he had the kiad« 
i^tfs to do uoiblicited, at every public bouje 
vpon thediflnsrent roads for fome miles round; 
la all which he had been rotationally led» and 
daiiy placed for many hours in the ilablc 
C^ me or the other ^ while his indefatigable 
tutor was, like ^^ friend Razor' in the Up-» 
bolfterer, confbntly getting drunk for tho 
good of his country I 

As I before faid, he was much worfe in 
<|tiaUtie8 and condidon than at his depar* 
ture; but as the reward had been gradually 
dratried during the time the fuppofed work 
was in hand, pure bafed experience and pati-- 
ent repentance were the only remaining con- 

folauQQS« 
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mortifying tmpofition haying 
excked no fmall degree of dabularian en^u* 
lation^ . I commenced rwgb rider to my 
own little eftabli(hment^ under the influence 
of jafl: reientmenty. determined to try the 
ei&<3: of frcqpent afibciation^ regular per^ 
jMsi fseding, cdnftant exerciie, and gentle 
titeatmenr^ to complete my purpofe i which 
attempt having been crowned with the mo0: 
perftoft ^QtccefS) and formed the bafia of all 
my future .eodeaiTQYira,. { have never fince {% 
period ^Of£ twenty^-one years) condefcended 
CO acc^ or reward the. jfervicea of breakers 
or rough riders of any denomination for 
their imjiifnabie afliftance v although in fome 
in&ances I admit their utility^ and acknow* 
' ledge there are raany^ whofe merit and in^ 
tegrity -are entitled to commendation and re^ 
ward; but their proportion isi by noimean^ 
equal to thofe pot valiant heroes, who take 
their rides and potations in flrift fucceflion, 
upon the principle of Pan in Midas ^ who 
feys^ *5 When I am moft. rocky, I beft fit 
my^ faddle/* This I can never be induced 
to doubt in oppofition tooccular demonftra- 
tjon, as it is the general ftate in which I 
j©ef t lliip tn(fi mimnt profeffors in every 

part 
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part of the coantry } from whbfc ./o6er fyC^ 
tern of inftrudion their fubjed mail ccr« 
taioly derive every neceffary advantage. 

Without defcending to a tedious enumera* 
tion of the injuries colts in breakings or 
faories in exercife^ recbive from pretended 
breakers or worthkfs grooms under the tSdBt 
df intoxication, I return to the fufa^A of 
tboie that are rejliff or addided tojiarting i 
the genera] mifma^nagement of which» I have 
already defcribed without at all heightening 
the pidure to a degree of exaggeration^ and 
have now to add, that upon a well*founded 
opinion of the inconfiftency of fuch fevere 
treatment, I firfl: formed my determination 
to encounter the cure of thofe defeds, by a 
method direSifyoppofite, whenever time fhould 
afford me applicable opportunity. 

It is, I mud acknowledge, fome little gra* 
tification of perfonal ambition, to have fuc- 
ceeded fo well in a confirmation of the opi- 
nion I had indulged, refpedting the erroneous 
and cruel treatment of horfes of fuch de« 
fcription ; and with no trifling fatisfadion I 
communicate the fad,, of having been pof- 

fcffed 
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fefied at difierent times of three horfes incor* 
rigibljr reftiff^ and as much fubjcA to chat 
dangerous failure ol Jiarting as any horfes in 
the univerfe without exception. Thefe were 
feparately purchafed with a perfed knowledge 
of their defedis^ and at a price proportioned 
to their deficiencies; each of the owners and 
their iervants confidering themfelves in fuch 
perpetual danger^ that it was determined to 
afford no farther chance of a fraSiurefor the 
Surgeon or a furvey for the Coroner; but to 
diipoie of them at all events as incurabk. 
The horfes purchafed under fuch accuma« 
lation of difadvantages^ (without arrogating 
to myfelf a fuperiority in horfemanfhip or 
courage) I reduced by a patient perfeverance 
in the. plan I have already laid down (as 
infallible) to the moil: pliable and beft coq« 
ditioned horfes I have ever had in pofleflion j 
tifing no other corre£tion of feverity with 
either whip or jpur^ than juil fufficient to let 
them be convinced I did not pradice lemty 
from the motive of pufiilanimity ^ but to af- 
ford them the alternative of fubmitting to 
treatment much more adapted to their own 
cafe and fafety< 
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By this invariable pre&nration of tcillptf 
and perfeverance in diibipline, I never found 
but little difficulty in eflfcding my porpoie^ 
not only in reducing them to unconditional 
fubmiffion, but in exciting fo great an attacfa** 
-ment from them, that their obedience and 
perfedions in the field, or ii^pon the tK)ad# 
rendered them ob)ed:s of general . reque)(l 
among my friends, at any equitable price I 
thought proper to fix them at. If I l»ad^ 
however, a fingle doubt remaining upon the 
.propriety of this mode of treatment, a reoeQt 
cafe has arifen to eriadicate ^ tboufand if l^Offf 
had exifted ; aiid left me in the moft innfiJli^d 
poflefiion of an opinion^ not to berelinqifti(hc4 
iipon the perfuafion of any advocate for: the 
violent meafures. I liave fo juftly jreprobated 
-and fo eameftly defpifb. 

The inftance fo far exceeding all others: 1 
have feen, is of a blood horfe now in my 
poflcflion, and univcrfally knownto.be one of 
the flceteft in Jive of the moft fa(Wonable 
popular hunts in the kingdom j tlw horfe, 
when purchafed, wasperhaps theimoft ./^jf, 
fullen^ and refraSlory ever brought into ufe.j 
his figure and qualifications were neVerthelefs 

fo 
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fio palpably ftriking, they naturally exerted 
evdry unremitting endeavour to reclaim him. 
The tafk, however, for the firft twoor three 
weeks bote the moft unprOdiiiing afpeft ; no 
method that I could adopts feemed to have 
the leaft efFed upon the obduracy of his dif*- 
pofition; hardened to an almod. invincible 
ijpirit of oppofition by former victories on his 
fide^ and repeated ill ufage on the other^ 
neither perfuaiive encouragement nor violence 
cotfid prevail on him to move a iingle yard 
forward but when it, was perfedly his own 
pleafiire; he would not only continually flop 
in all pa'ces^ without the leaft obflacle or 
"vtfible caufe whatever^ and continue his de- 
termination not to go at all forward fora 
great length of time^ but perfevere in a re- 
trogide motion an incredible diflance^ with 
the ufual concomitants of rearing^ plunging^ 
and kicking to fo violent a degree, that num- 
bers of a much more ferene and philofophic 
temper than myfelf, would have certainly pro« 
ceeded^in their refentment to theutmoftextre* 
inity, and fome time or other have left him 
crippled or ^if^^ upon the fpot. In this dafly 
dilemma^ it was the general opinion of inti» 
inate friends^ ai^d thofe who were cotx^ant 

fpedators 
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fpedlators of the danger I rode in for fotne 
weeks, that he was abfolutely not to be fub- 
dued, and they pofitively advifed me to aban- 
don the undertaking ; but the inftindive fpi- 
rit of attachment to that induftrious motto, 
*' Persevere and Conquer/' encouraged 
me to continue my original plan, which I 
have repeatedly explained and moil: forcibly 
recommend ; for under that fydem of fteady 
and unremitting firmnefs, divefted of vio- 
lence, and blended with intervening a&s of 
tender encouragement, he is become one of 
the fteadieft and moft temperate hunters in the 
field I though it is plainly perceptible by the 
agitation fo conftantly difplayed in the eyty 
the ear^ and oBion^ upon the approach of 
every Jir anger 9 that he had repeatedly expe<- 
rienced the fevere efFedls of bodily abufe and 
ill ufage before he came into the temperate 
region of my poffeflion. 

Thefe cafes are not introduced from any 
motive of vanity, to blazon my own pra£iice 
with the ftamp of perfection in faChionable 
*' feats of horfemanfliip," but to afford expe- 
rimental, demonftrative, andincontrovertible 
proof, (founded upon repeated perfonal trials 

of 
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bf time^ patience and ^ngqr) that ttorfe 
the moil: perverfe^ ciiftiaace and refra€tofy 
are to be fubdued and rendered compleatly 
tradtable^ with muci) mo/e certainty^ huma* 
nity, propriety and expedition^ than by thofe 
unjuftifiable aAs of violence fo repeatedly 
mentioned and accurately explained. 

Convinced of this facfl by the mpft at- 
tentive oWervation, my mind is too icra« 
pulouHy ^fornied to admit of an alteratioa 
In opinion i and I cannot indulge the leaft 
doubts but tba fub)ed will [undergo in 
futpre . a nicer decifioo^ by thofe gentle- 
men whoie opportunities have not been fuf«* 
jBdently numerous to afcertain the effe^i: of 
the di^rent mode of treatment upon dif- 
ferent fubjeds to a critical degree of diftinc^ 
fion; venturing alfo an additional belief, in 
yrhich I flatter myfelf mod obfervers will 
coincide^ that horfes originally rejtiffox ad- 
dicted to fudden Jiarting^ are continually 
habituated in their vices by repeated ill ufage 
of fervants and the perpetual transfer from 
one owner to another^ under all the difad- 
vantage, prejudice, and refentment inflt£t«d 
upon a bad name, without the lucky chance 
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of once fallmg into patient and proper hzsm 
t# efied the work of reformation, 

SHOEING 

IS 3 matter of fo much imporUnce^ 
that it cannot be too clearly explained, or 
too generally underftood, confcquently cre- 
ates no furprife that fo many writers have 
condefcended to offer their fentiaients upon 
a fubjeA of fuch magnitude ; but it is to be 
ferioufly regretted^ thofe opinions have been 
fubmitted to public infpedion in (b re« 
mote a way^ as applies much more to the 
profeffional conception of individuals thaa 
the ftandard of general compreheniion. 

The various differtations tipon fhoeing, or 
difcafes of the feet, have been in general 
too fublime in their language and too much 
interlpcrfed with anatomical difquifition and 
technical jargon, to acquire public patron* 
age and commendation ; to fuch inconfiftency 
alone may perhaps be juftly attributed their 
confignmcnt to oblivion fo foon after publi- 
cation. A minutc and fcientific inveftiga- 
tion or anatomical defcription of all the cor- 
rcfponding parts, their anions and effeds, 

cannot^ 
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cani^ol be the mofl prpper and .confident 
method: of being clearly underAood by the 
very claiS: or claiTes. of people particularly 
intereft^d in the explanation. Ruflic FarrU 
ers js^n^Mw^d^Mc^tt^ grooms. cannot^ and Gen- 
TLEUju^jwiU npf, embark in the dull and 
di&greea^Ie tafk of theoretic or pradlical dif* 
fe<f)ion»: to difcover the feat and appropria- 
tion: of the Undo Achilles, or the articu-* 
lation of tbt coronary bone 1 nor do I con- 
fider; it more necefTary for a gentleman to 
pais through a.dudy of this kind to afcer« 
tain a proper conditional method of order- 
ing his horfes to be (hod, than to go 
through a courfe of anatomical kdtures and 
phyfical enquiries^ becaufe, like, the reft of 
mankind^ he is fubje(ft to daily indifpoiir 
tbn% : : . 

« ■ 

Abftrufe fludy upon fo plain a fubjedt 
can: never be expeded from aU the clafTes 
fo immediately concerned, it therefore be- 
comies the province of the v^riter, to re- 
duce hi? inftrqftions to fuch concife un- 

« 

difguifed explanation, and mode of plain 
reafpning on one ^ fide, as may^ require no 
uncommon _. powers of comprehenlion , . on 
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the other. Authors are too frequemly tain 
of their own abilities, and feem to bdkirc 
too inach matter cannot be intradoced 
(however extraneous or digreffive) tfr give 
their works the appearance of elabortte 
ftudy and profound erudition i lo&ig the 
fubjed in an affeded fublimity of didiofi, 
wkhout adverting to the great numbers 
who either uiQi to acquire infomiatioQ 
by every pofiible means where the trmMi 
of reading tan be avoided, or to obcwi the 
purport of their medical reicarches fay the 
moft fuperfidid and leaft expenfive enquiiy^ 



The various animadverfions of 4iSesMA 
writers under this head> are evidendy ttM 
clofely wrapped ia the veil of obicurity# 
and feem purpofely addrefled much mors 
to the anatomical judgement of the icien* 
tific Artift and <^rative Farrier, than to 
the ufnderftandings t>f the many, by whom 
we are to iuppofe it {hould be equally un^ 
derjhod. An elegant arrangement of wcmls^ 
and ambiguity of ^cpreffioo, may conftilute 
aloftinefs of itile more pleafing to the 
gentleman, or the fcholar, delighting in t 
jodicioiis difplay of poliibed perioda; but 
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in th6 prcicnt inftance is required, fuch 
eaSy flow of plain defcriptive matter, as 
becomes perfectly applicable to the infe- 
rior capacities proportionally interefted in 
its efiecfls, who have not the leaft right to 
be excluded their fhare of knowledge, for 
die oftentatious introduction of pedantic 
phraseology. 

Such connedled chain of ufeful informa* 
tion» divefted of obfcure references to re« 
mote coniiderations, (that ferve only to 
ercd one myftery upon the bails of ano^ 
ther) mud certainly prove much more ap. 
plicable to the intentional purport of com« 
mon conception and general improvement, 
than the many laboured diflertations whofe 
titles promife fo mucb^ and whofe learned 
contents communicate y^ little^ at leaft, to be 
generally underftood: Under the influence 
of this impreflion, I, have ever confldered 
fuch concife, plain, intelligent advice^ as will 
arable every gentleman, iportfman» or tra- 
veller^ to perceive the neceflity of adapting 
the mode of (hoeing to the fhape of his 
horfe's foot^ and the manner of his going, 
is aU that can be required ; to prevent bowt* 
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ing implicit obedience to the felf-fufBcient 
didation of every rural Vulcan^ who in 
general fpeaks fuch *^ an infinite deal of 
nothing," that it is ^equally difficult to 
underftand as to be underftood. 

Previous to farther progf efs upon a fufe* 
jed we will endeavour to treat- with great 
plainnefs and perfpicuity^ it becomes un« 
avoidably neceflary to take a flight furvey of 
the inconfiflent ground-work, xipon which 
the fabric of fuch publications have been 
raifed; as we may, perhaps, have occafioii 
to introduce fome few obfervatipns of prac- 
tical remarks upon the propriety of their 
recommendations, which {hall neverthclcfs 
be produced with all* poflible delicacy to 
the different writers, wifhing by no means 
to irritate their feeling in the fupport'ofan 
oppofite opinion, where an incumbent duty 
renders the inculcation indifpenfible« 

The inconfideratc career of fome penSf 
and the invincible cacoethes fcribendi of 
others, compel the involuntary taflc of dif- 
quifition, to prevent the ill effeft of lite- 
rary impofitibn, or mifreprefentation, upon 

tb« 
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die credulity and inexperienced judgment 
of individuals; who are in general^ par* 
ticularly the uncultivated clajfes^ (by far 
the moil numerous) difpofed to believe 
every thing fandioned with the authority 
of the prefs and the name of the Printer 
bears the incontrovertible ftamp x>f infal- 
libility. Under the influence of this re« 
fledion, and to prove the ftriA juftice of 
the aifertion, it becomes diredly in point 
to ftate fuch inconfiftencies as evidently 
arifc in retrofpedion. A writer of the pre-^ 
fent day confidently tells us in his title 
,page, he is ^* an experienced Farrier of 
fifty years pradlice»" and promifes (accords 
ing to cuflom) a great deal more informal 
tion and iinftrudion than he ever conde« 
fcendedi to perform. He then leads you 
through two hundred pages of dull uninte^ 
refttng anatomical defcriptive^ obliquely co- 
pied from the elaborate work of Gibson ; 
int^lards the remaining (hundred and feventy 
pages with the almoft obfelete prefcriptive 
parts of the ancient Syftem of Farriery, 
(flightly varied to evade the charge bf di<* 
red plagiarifm) without the coinage of a 
new thought^ or the leaft indicated know* 
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ledg« €^ a nevf medicine. The utility of 
bark^ apium» antimony^, and mercury^ thoie 
grand fuppofters of the MATERIA mboicAi 
feem almoft unknown to him ; and that great 
bafis of external application in modern 
pra^oe, with itt accumulation of valuable 
propfrtlesj the Saturnine £xtracT| 
be htt never once given proof of the moft 
iuperficial acquaintance with. But what 
fenders it ftiU more extraordinary is, that 
OQt of fo great a mtiOiber of pages be has 
thought proper to beftow, upon the fub« 
jed qS Jiming^ and all the diforders^ a§ci-- 
dente^ or infirmities $ to which the feet ar^ 
UMe^ twelve only, including his long and 
snofienfive prefcripts for their mitigation or 
cure* However, as the circulation of the 
book has been too contraded and infigni-<> 
ficant to gratify the wants, or eftablifb the 
reputation of the writer, it will be but an 
aS of charity to contra^ the remarks alfo, 
fubmitting both to their inevitable obli- 
vion. 

Another of not only longer ftanding, but 
much greater cftimation, has condefccnded 
to afford a few more ** reflections upon 

Shoeing 
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Shoeing Horses;" but^ excluiive of its 
being a confefTed tranflation (and con(e« 
quently entitled to little more refpeift than 
bear-Jay evidence in a court of juftice) it is fo 
replete with mechanical principles and ma** 
thenoatical reaiboingi {o interfperfed with 
abftrufe references and technical allufioni to 
certain bones and tendons^ their motions and 
$ffeSs9 that I cannot reconcile the defcrip* 
tion as at all applicable to the intelledual 
capacities of thofe moflly concerned in the 
operative or fuperintending part of the 
procefs* 

. A third has produced what he denomi* 
fiated '' A Treatife on the Difeafes and 
Lamenefs of Horfes, with a proper Method 
of Shoeing in general % but whether from a 
want of {lability in his own diipoiition (or 
what other motive I know not) he foon 
took a formal leave of the principal fub** 
jed» and entertained his readers with a 
dance through Turkey^ the deiarts of Ara^ 
biat and a comparative furvey of the whole 
animal creation; ornamenting almoft every 
pi^e with various Latin quotations^ as an 
excitement to the general improvement of 

aU 
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all parties interefted in thfr explanatory parts 
of his work. 

* This author, in the early part of his 
traft, fays, "If you pretend to have your 
horfe fhod according to your own mind^ 
it is a general faying among thefe men, 
that they do not want to be taught." This 
very acknowledgment of his juftifies the 
necefEty of recommending to the remem- 
brance of every gentleman, fportfman, or 
traveller, that he is, in the bufinefs- of Jhoe-^ 
ingy only the imaginary main fpring in the 
operative part \ and that his inclination or 
diredlions become unavoidably dependant up- 
on the will of another. That this remark 
may be diverted of its paradoxical appear- 
ance, let it be undcrftood how very much 
the fdfety^ propriety, and excellence of ma* 
nual execution depend upon the well-timed 
liberality of the Gentleman; or, in 
farther illuftration of a paffage that may 
favor too much of ambiguity to thofe whoft 
pecuniary pulfations render it difficult of 
cdmprehenfion, it is almoft incredible how 
very* much occafional judicious interppfi- 
tions of good beer^ (or the means • to obtaia 
it) wiih the fubordinate operator, improves, 
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t9 a certaintyi the fyftcm of *^ Shoein^o int 
GENERAL,'* through cvcry part of England* 

- • * ' 

V The mechanical world at large ftand in 
no need of information, that in all climates, 
regions, countries, and counties, there arc 
(pairing under the denomination oi gentle* 
men) poflefTors of horfes, too mean and 
mercenary ever to be obeyed^ farther than 
they can command by the inceffant fofpi- 
cion and perfonal fatigue of ocular demon* 
illation; whofe very fervantSf as well as 
trade/men^ juftly hold them in fo much de- 
teftation, and whofe condu£t is fo inctmfifi^ 
ently conjijient^ that it ferves only to en- 
creaie the general odium of their characters, 
(with the additional mortification of feeling 
the weight of the opprobrium) without tht 
power OF inclination to retrieve them. 

This univerfal refentment extends itfelf, 
in its efFeds, to his moft trifling concerns i 
the fame diflike and indifference that fol- 
low him in all other refpeds, attend him 
in thisj the fignificant appellation of *^ a 
d^'^d bad one'* is equitably beftowed upon 
him by the domeftics under his own rooif, 

and 
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•nd re«ceboed from firvant t^ fmth^ Mi 
Jkith to /irvimt i while the poor ankiud 
becomes the fubjedt of paflive obedience; 
for whether f»ili or ill Jhod^ pricked or kmed^ 
!• a muter of indifierence to tU parties ex* 
cept the owner» who being thoa acknow* 
Itdged fo defpicable a dianider^ ao one &di 
ibr hit difqaietude or nmfbrtoiic^ bat ex- 
ttUingly exclaimi» that what*$ too kul &f 
another i$ too ^[W for himi 

Such charadecs as tfiefe are not the pro* 
Ufic ewft ot a lertile iiiiagiiiatiQo^ bot cx« 
wt\ pidtttei of $^jf i ( Si the prodnoe of cierj 
IfeiL No gratifioiKioii of ainbidoii» no per* 
1^1 oAtMafiiM^ CMi be uMkdged ia the 
pNwM wi£ttODttftatvdft« br anai^Biiig Ae 
^iU^«MM4 mnt « hhsnirr ia otfaos, or 
YNiu^^ <tM0i>(^^im8|{: fed tapdi wuf ova: It 

«\^^t^*^ llktt ikst a,vriainT»a ios never 
Knih i^v^^w^ t^ raabh ^ IhnferRitiir Ul 

^^w^umN 4iiUt!»iiftt litMsnt^ ^caEcdhiiBg 

VWk^ ^iMK^k 4M^ tt i«st oc o&e aari 

^^^ ^ht J^s «kt |!taank wur « cMsy 
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pmjftttt Icvnng tbem MQilly escttlpoted front 
the bare {ufpicton of being iticliided in the 
** ieggarfy dcfcription.*' 

Tftking ]ea?e> thctt^M^y of ^t part of 
the fiibfcft t9 can but ill acoord with the 
feelings of thofe who may become perfo* 
nally afieded by ib faithful a rcprefent^ 
tion of their domeftie f^nury s I beg peiw 
miffion to recommend icn dieir delibera- 
tive imitation, a part of my invariable prac« 
tice for a feries of more than twenty years^ 
This has always been> to let the manual 
operator (or joumiytikm, whom I wtt con^* 
fidtered the fMin ^^Hng of the machine^ 
enjoy fome peoimiary coi^enfacion, in ad- 
dlftion to t^e profeflional emolument of 
the maftcr, not more from a conicientioos 
convifiion of its being greatly merited by 
the trouble, care, and danger of iho^ngf 
high ipirited and refradtory horfes, thari 
experimental demonftnttion, that Gensko^ 
siTY, founded upon the^s^ of equity^ will 
ineritabty infure its own reward. Thiis 
is at leaft a leHbn I have every right to 
inculcate, when I can affirm with the {lri£t-» 
eft veracity, I have never had a horfe ixkU 

tain 
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tain the moft trifling iajury under rthe hand& 
of thp Smith, nor ever a horfe //^/f^ hut 
what proved a winner. 

The trifling attention, the humane bene* 
£idtion of a, cogling beverage to allay thiril 
in the exceflive heat of r fummer, , or the 
falutary interpofitidn of an mvigorating cor-^^ 
dial ta encouniisr the extretno- feyerity of 
froft or fnow in winter, are offices. of kind^ 
Befs that in their viiible effeds upon the 
band and bamwar^ infure, bey^od 9^ doubts 
the^fafety of the horfe. and the reputation 
of the owner. The philanthropic influence 
of ^* doing as you would be done onto,^' 
is repaid with the moft flattering intereftj 
^e fame care and attention beiikowed upcMi 
the feet in fhoeiag, are extended in general 
tendernefs to the fafety of the whole fran». 
upon all other profeflional occafions ; if 
refractory or vicious, he is foothed by kind^ 
K{/s, not provoked by viskncei in fhort, 
whatever fatigue eafues, whatever difficulty 
occurs, the execution is cheerfully corn- 
pleated, with a retrolpciUvc reference to 
the jHrfevcring hofpitality of the Master, 
whw Uvinjj iu au uaroried fceac of uni- 

verlil 
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rerfal benevolence amidft his happy do« 
meilics/ enjoys the very anticipation of his 
ivifhes in the cheerful fervices of a long 
[iH of old ^nd fait i>/ul dependents. 

. A contraft in charader fo exceedingly 
[X)D3inon» that it (hay be found in almoft 
Dvery partih in the kingdom^ is perhaps 
ivell worthy the attention of thofe- who 
Eiiay be at all interefted in the defcription^ 
or their different efFefts. The conftant ill 
uikge'and violent abuieof horfes^ either ti^ 
mid, foiaousf or refrdStory, under the handfr 
of the operator, is a matter of fufficient no« 
toricty to every man who has had occaiion 
to fuperintend their practice ; fuch cruelties 
require not to be fought after in remote cor- 
ncf 4 by fcrutinizing curiofity, they meet the 
eye of the Traveller daily in the mod 
public iituations. Nojudiciousobferver, no 
§ld groom OT young Jmitb, need be reminded 
what an. infinity of fine and valuable horfes 
go through a tedious taik of raifery in re- 
peated bleedings, mercurial purges,- roijoels, 
and courfe oi alteratives^ for defers or 
difeafes in the eyes, originating only in the 
cruel hand-and heavy hammer of the Smith, 

with 
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with the emphatical aceotnpfttiiiiiebt of 

*' /land Jiill and be d- d to ye."' when 

fhifting and uneaiy under the opcaratkm oi 
flioeing ; a circumiUnce that daring a cer-«> 
tain feafon of the year^ is frequently occa- 
fioned hyfies only, and confcquently to be 
removed with very little trouble either to 
the animal^ or his more inveterate $erf> 
CM tor. 

This delineation may ierve as an efutome 
of the many injuries fuftaiaed firom:fijiitlsr 
a£ts of injuftice, the true cavfes of whidk 
are never difcovered or known bat to die 
inhuman perpetrators : From fevcre biows 
with inftruments of this kind (as halttmifff 
pincherSt blood- Aick^ &c.) finequenfly ori« 
ginate lameness in various parts, tumourSy 
formations of matter, wounds, exfoliatiooSi 
with others too numerous and probable for 
enumeration ; all or either of which, are 
generally attributed to a difiereot canfe, or 
defe<5t in the conftitution, and treated ac« 
cordingly* Injuries to the eyes and difIodge« 
mentof the tteth^ are, however, among the 
moft coounon evils of this kind i which are 
in general tolerably reconciled to the too 

great 
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.great credulity of the owner, by the plau- 
fihle fiction of the experienced adept in im- 
pofition, who is always prepared to report 
one the cffed: of a kick^ the other a bite. 
Dangerous as thefe practices are to horfes of 
any age or qualifications, they are doubly fo 
to young ones ; for a degree of fcverity and 
ill ufage at their firfl: and fecond fhoeings, 
very frequently fixes in the difpofition an 
habitual ayerfion to Smiths, and a relu<5tance 
in approaching their jhops^ never after to be 
obliterated by any means whatever ; and how- 
ever opinions may clafli upon the fubjed: of 
extreme feverity to horfes, I fhall continue 
to perfevere in the truth of my former affer- 

. tion, — if they arc innately timid ^ vicious ^ or 
refiive^ unconditional violence alone will never 

^ make them better. . 

Having found it unavoidable to introduce 
remarks that are not only evidently con- 
nected with, but neceffary to uflier in the 
fubjedt, we now proceed to fuch fupelficial 
knowledge of the operative part, as it is 
.abfolutely requilite every perfon fhould be 
in pofleflion of, who wiflies to underftand, 
fpd retain the power to direct a method of 

Vol. II. L fhoeing. 
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{hoeing, beft adapted to the foot and adion 
of his own horfe. I never confidered it at 
all neceiTary that a gentleman, fportfman^ 
tradefman, or traveller, is to commence 
hlackfmith in theory, and go through the 
rudiments of the trade to promote his inten- 
tion ; that has been hitherto the fyftematic 
mode of ttiition : But when it is coniidered 
how very few will enter a wide field of ab- 
ftrufe ftudy, to comjprehend what he is told 
is a proper method of Jboeing his borfe, it can 
create no furprife that it has been attended 
with fo little fuccefs. 

My conception of the neceflary know- 
ledge is unequivocally this : Although every 
Smith in profeffional etiquette may be 
deemed an artiji^ I defy the force of logic 
it/elf to render every artift a conjurer ; an4 
as there muft inevitably remain among the 
collateral defcendants from Vulcan (as, in 
moft other profeffions) fome prodigies of 
brightnefs^ who, incapable of diftinguifhing 
tight from wrong, Jhoe one horfe as they fhoe 
another t or, in plainer Englifh, fhoe all alike i 
fuch difcrimination becomes palpably ^feful^ 
as will enable the owners to give conditi- 
onal 
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6lial dircdions for the^ eafe and fafety of his 
iiorie^ without relying entirely upon thofe 
who will frequently be found to poffefs littk 
or no judgment at all. 

The greater pat^t of t^ofc writers who 
have favoured the ^public with a communi- 
cation of their fcntiments upon this fubjeft, 
feem extravagantly fond of an idea borrowed 
from antiquity, and transferred from one to 
another, upon the practicability of horfes 
travelling the road, and doing their conftant 
work without any fhoeing at all : Such oeco- 
nomical plan may be admirably calculated for 
the theoretical journey di fome literary fpeeu- 
latift, up two or three pair of ftairs in a re- 
mote corner of the metropolis; but I will 
venture to affirm, no fuch excurfion can take 
place of any duration, without material in- 
jury to thee Hoof, unlefs to the high bred 
horfes of author Sj many of whom enjoy their 
journies, as Bajazet enjoyed his cruelty, only 
•* i^ imagination/^ 

One of thefe (Osmer) has introduced his 
remarks with the following rhapfodical ex- 
poftulation : 

L 2 '' When 
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** When time was young, when the earth 
was in a ftate of nature, and turnpike roads 
as yet were not, the horfe needed not the 
affiflance of this artift ; for the divine artift 
had taken care to give his feet fuch defence 
as it pleafed him ; and who is weak enough 
to fuppofe his wifdom was not fufficient to 
the purpofe in fuch a ftate ?'* 

He then proceeds to juftify an opinion, 
that horfes are adequate to their different 
fervices in a ftate of nature without the offi- 
cious obtrufions of art 5 venturing to affirm 
that they " will travel even upon the tarn- 
pike roads about London, without injury to 
their feet." I avail myfelf of the prefent 
opening to difclaim every idea of attacking 
the remarks or opinions of others, from a 
motive of intentional bppofition, or to in- 
dulge a vein of fatire, that aflertions fo cy- 
clically fingular and extraordinary naturally 
excite ^ and fhall therefore introduce upon 
the prefent occafion no other refleftion dian, 
a certain fenfation of furprife, that he did 
not infinuate the palpable fuperfluity or lux- 
ury oi poes and Jioc kings to the natives of our 
own country, particularly when even the 

/air 
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fair fex of many neighbouring kingdoms 
convince us they can walk equally upright 
without. 

In fiirther confirmation of the belief he 
wifhes to eftablifli, he fays, ** we may every 
day fee horfes> mares, and colts running 
about upon all forts of ground unfliod, and 
uninjured in their feet." This is certainly 
a truth too univerfally known even to be 
queflioned; but by no means to be fo far 
Arained iii its conftruftion as to be rendered 
applicable (in a comparative view) to the 
ftate of working horfes upon hard or ftony 
roads, where the conftant fridlion in riding, 
or the fulcrum in drawing, muft inevitably 
pfove injurious, if not totally deftrudtive to 
the foot in general; producing ^Sw^-^r^^ix, 
tbrujby bruifes of the frog^ formations of mat ^ 
ter^ and other infirmities, as is very fre- 
quently the cafe, (when a (hoe has been for 
fome time caft unobferved by the rider;) 
conAituting a blemiih or defe<3: in the fub- 
jcdt never to be retrieved. Mares and colts, 
or horfes turned out to grafs without fhoes, 
are* generally kept upon low, moift, or marfhy 

L 3 ground. 
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tending to what they pretend to believe^ a 
proportional reformation in fome part of thxj 
operation ; viz. " That the fole and frog of 
la horfe's foot need never be pared at alU^ 
To take up as little of the reader's time as 
the nature of the obfervation will admit, 
I fliall very much contraft what I wifli to' 
introduce more at large upon the inconfift- 
ency of the ^ declaration ; particularly, as 
thefe refinements fcem brought forward more 
from a fcarcity of matter, neccflary to com* 
plete their arrangement of pages for tbc 
prefs, than the leaft probable utility to be 
derived from remarks fo erroneous in Aeir 
formation. 

Says the author before-mentioned, in con-* 
tinuation of his aflertions, borrowed front 
La Foffe^ " There is another reafon equally 
obvious ; which is, that the wifdom of the 
Creator intended this outer fole, and its ob- 
duracy, as a natural and proper defence to 
the inner fole, which li?s immediately under 
the other, between that and the bone of 
the foot.*' He then proceeds, ** If it be 
alkcd, what becomes of the fole when not 

pared ? 



SHOEING. is$ 

» 

pared ? It dries, feparates, and fcales away/* 
In concife reply to this fublime juftifica- 
tion, and very Jitnple explanation, I fhould 
in any converfation with the writer, if he 
had not pafled " that bourne from whence 
no traveller returns," have folicited a greater 
degree of candour in his opinion ; Whe- 
ther the nails were not furniflied to our 
own franjes by the ** wifdom of the Creator 
as a natural and proper defence*' to parts 
df the moft exquifite fenfibility ? And 
whether the e^fuberant fuperflux in conftant 
growth was never to be reduced to the 
flandard of mediocrity, till every individual 
pf the human fpecies became a voluntary 
Nebuchadnezzar ; becaufe, upon the opinions 
of La Fosse, Osmer, and otbersj it would 
be the greateft prefumption to fuppofe 
** the divine artift" had left in any part of 
his work? the Icaft room for re^ifica- 
tion ? 

We might certainly introduce with pro- 
priety, a fucceffion of fimilies pcrfedly in 
point to render the idea ridiculous ; refitting 
however, the great temptation to animadvert 
upon palpable abfurdities, we come to the 

proof 
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proof of its ^* dryingj Jeparating^ zxAfcaKng 
2waj/^ The h& is not literally fb, as maj 
le: corroborated by any judicious obierver 
accttfiomeci ta examine the feet of horfes 
wkb the degree of accuracy and nice dif^ 
^dk)n» nece^^iy to jufiify or dif prove any 
opinion that may be promulgated for pubHc 
inveftigation or improvement. It is a matter 
tooweU knowD to admit of momentary cav3^ 
tliat the fbot^ by being permitted to remain 
too long in its natural ftate without rcduc* 
tioDv acquires in its feveral parts the ap--^ 
pearance of deformity; the hoof grow» 
img, narrow^ and weak ; the Jble^ as he 
£ys» &parates» (but in part only) and comes 
jway in partial scales^ leaving a roughs 
hzxd,, uneven furface of cavities and prajeC'^ 
tmis^ the frog becoming bruiied, ragged^i 
and putrefied^ even to different degrees of 
lamenefs. This being the exacS: reprefenta^ 
tion of a foot left to growth in a rude and 
imimproved flate, the propriety or impro- 
priety of judicioufly paring each part^ to 
promote a correfponding firmnefs^ and pre- 
ferve the neceifary uniformity, can never 
become the fubjedt of. difputation, but 
aoi^ong thofe whofe intelledual faculties are 

abfbrbe4 
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labforbed in fuch an abundant flow of ima^ 
jpnary matter^ as to render praftical rc- 
iearches and ocular demonftration too in« 
iignificant for the condefcending enquiriqp 
of fupcrior underftandings. 

Previous to a defcription of the different 
kinds of feet^ at leaft the quality or texture 
of their formation, and the mode of shoe-- 
iNG befl adapted to each; a few words may 
be properly introduced upon the many hor£bs 
rendered temporary cripples by the injudi- 
cious or Unproper mode of forming or fet- 
ting a fhoe, without a relative confideratioa 
to the p^ape or make of the foot, or the Jize 
and aSlion of the horfe. What renders the 
circumfiance jftill more extraordinary is, 
that this error in judgment fo conflant- 
ly happens without the leaft difcovcry by 
either owner or operator in their frc* 
quent furveys and tedious confultations; 
and I am the more ftrengthened in my 
confirmation of this fa(ft, by the repeated 
infknces, where the ceremonies of em- 
|brocating with thofe Vulcanian Specifics^ ori- 
• gaouna and turpeutine, have been perfevercd 

in 
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in (even to the a<3:s of blistbring and 
towelling) till by my defice the Jhoe bos 
hem taken off^ when the cauie has been 
inftantly difcovered and immcdialdy re* 
moved. 

This is a circomilancey that I doubt 
not has fo frequently happened in the re- 
memhrance of every teader of experience^ 
it can Hand in no need f£ futhcr ittnftia* 
tion ; we thercfwe [K txced to fiich defcrip- 
tKMi c^ die exterhr parts immediate^' con- 
cerned in the operatioQ of ihoeing» as n^xm 
m tuperficial finrer meet the eye of every 
infpe^or. Thele are, firfl, die humm or 
h^c^ ffi^ of die HOOF, fonoonding die 
whok extremity oi die ibot> nor only as a 
ttitfe^uird and sencnl detcsce a^ainft ex- 
tenul iniiirk^ but i$ die dircd part to 
^hkh the ihoe is K»iti£cilbr ftxed, to ef- 
^\ the porpoib^ ibr whkh it wis gene-- 
ritUji" iatecKkc. $<\:ccidlY. the icrny or 
ov r>^R $\U 5^» covefic^ the ecttire bottom of 
the tvx^:> except the Fitoo^ which is fito- 
<tlt ¥.\ the cetttetTx ^pdSoy: £:t a kxigitudinal 
dixtctikv^ mHtt >irtV rv :*a^ irai iibcias bv its 
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-of the tendon upon whicK the very a<3:ion of 
the horfe depends. 

Thefe are the external parts appearing 
upon the furface, that prefent themfclves to 
the fped:ator, and conftitute in general all 
that he is fuppofed or required to know; 
remote confiderations and operative confe- 
quences appertaining much more to the pro- 
feffional knowledge of the Artist than ariy 
acquired information of the Ownek. 

Perfeftly convinced that every man maj 
judicioufly fuperintend, or properly direft 
, the fhoeing of his horfe, in a manner evi- 
dently adapted to his Jbot, fize^ weighty 
purpofcy and manner of goings without the 
ill-according intervention Of an. abftrufe 
ftudy very little attended to, (however elabo- 
rately urged) I forbear impofition upon 
-public patience, by any attempt to introduce 
.- ail imitation or oblique copy of anatomical 
defcriptive, fo accurately ' delineated and de- 
.icribed in- the copper-plates and references 
of Gibson and Bartlet, with, I am 
' ibrry to fay, fo little fuccefs ; if I may be 
allowed to explain, by an opinion that the 

4 Farriers 
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Farriers themfelves, a very inferior propdN 
tion excepted^ feem to have imbibed no 
additional knowledge in equeftrian anatomy^ 
from ftudies fp laudably exerted and clearly 
^explained* 

We come next to an explanation of thi 
difierent kinds of feet» as they appear in 
different fubjedts in their natural fiate. 
Thefe may be defined under three diitind 
beads ; the fhort^ founds blacky fubfbmtial 
hoof; the (hallow, long, weak, white 9 brittle, ^\ 
hoof; and the deep, lax, porous y Jpongy hoof. 
Of thefe, the firft is fo evidently fuperior^ 
that unlefs by improper or unfair treatment^ 
it hardly ever becomes the fubjedt of difeaie. 
The next is carefully to be avoided in thcL 
purchafe if pofiible, not only on account 
of their being more fubjedt to corns than 
any other, but indicative in a great degree 
of conftitutional delicacy in either horfe or 
marc, they not being fo well enabled to bear 
hard work or conftant fatigue. The kfl of 
the three is fo equally inferior to the firfi, 
that from a variety of caufes it is frequently 
produftive of incelTant ^ttentipJi, anxiety^ 
difeafe, and lamenefs. 

Havinj^ 
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Having taken a view of the kinds cf 
^t that conftantly pafs through the hands 
of the Smith in his daily pradice; and 
knowing the various ftates and fonns in 
which they become fubjed: to his infpec- 
tion ; it is abiblutely impoffible^ in all that 
ever has been written, or can be advanced^ ta 
lay down certain and invariable rules for the 
cxad management of thh^ or the diredr 
treatmeid of that particular foot^ without % 
conditional reference to the judicious eye 
and difcretional hand of the Owner or 
Operator. It muft prove palpably clear 
to every enlightened enquirer, that no opinitai 
or direftions firiSily infallible can be commu- 
nicated through the medium of the prefs, 
applicable to every particular purpofe, with- 
out proportional contribution from the judg- 
ment of the parties concerned, to give the 
ground work of conditional information its 
proper effeft. 

&ich inftrudtions, however accurately /&- 

Jcribei^ muft unavoidably remain fubjed: to 

contingent deviations, regulated entirely by 

the ftate of the foot and circumftances of the 

cafe; 
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cafe; in a multiplicity of which, fo many 
unexpedted variations, occur, as render one 
fixed mode of (hoeing abfolutely impracSica- 
ble with every kind of horfey notwithftanding 
what may have been hitherto advanced from 
supposed' HIGH AUTHORITY to the Con- 
trary. 

There are, neverthelefs, fome general rules 
in the proper fyftem of (hoeing and preferv- 
ing the. feet, not to be eafily miftaken by fofly 
or perverted by ignorance, that -ihall be fub- 
mitted to confideration before we take leave 
of the fubjedt before us \ previous to wjiich, 
ibme part of M. La Fosse's obfervations, fo 
ftrenuoufly recommended by Bartlet, 
become well worthy the attention of every 
gentleman or fportfman, who may wifh to 
. affift his judgment in the enquiry, and enable 
himfelf to decide impartially^ upon the pro- 
priety or impropriety of having his horfe (hod 
upon principles that have flood hitherto incon- 
troverted, from a fear (I fufpeft) of arraigning 
authorities, the dread of whofe names may 
have deterred many praftitioners of eminence 
from fo defirable a.purpofe. 

I have 



SHOEING. i6i 

1 have more than once aflcrted my determi- 
natioQ to interfere as little as poffible with the 
opinions or inftrudlions of former writers, but 
where it became unavoidably neceflary to 
eflablifh an oppofite opinion, or corroborate 
a fad:. It is a matter of fome furprife that 
authors of eminence, who arc naturally fup- 
pofed to be ** armed at all points," fhould be 
fo incautioyily off their guard, as to contradiA 
themfelves in the very a<ft and emulation of 
conveying tuition to others. I have given a 
moft ftriking in fiance of this error in my for- 
mer volume, upon the inadvertency of Os- 
MER, who repeatedly iays, with the greatejl 
confidence and feeming belief y " Tendons are 
unelaftic bodies ;" and frequently, in the fame 
or the very next page, tells you, " tke tendon 
was elongated.*^ I believe fuch aflertion is of 
a completion too paradoxical to require from 
me the mofl: trifling elucidation. 

Pafliing over this privilege of authors with 
no other remark than bare remembrance, I 
come diredly to the analyzation of as palpable 
a profeffional contradidien broached by La 
Foss£;p and given to the public by Bart- 
LRT, in (he true fpirit of implicit and 

Vol. IL M cnthufiaflic 
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enthufiaftic obedience. Thefe Gentlemen 
have in fucceffion^ after going over (as before 
obferved) a great deal of unnecelTary ground 
totally unintelligible to the Jporting wortd, 
endeavoured to convince us, that paring the 
fole or frogy is not only unnecelTary, but 
abfolutely prejudicial ; fqr, fay they, to efta- 
blifh a credulous confirmation of their erro- 
neous conjefture, ^' if you pare away the fole 
or frog in any degree, the more you pare, 
the farther you take from the ground the 
fupport of the tendon, which fo entirely de- 
pends upon the elafticity of the frog/' If 
any one perfon living could be^ found fo un- 
expedledly ignorant as to pare \kiz foot partu 
ally (that is, all behind and none before) fuch 
efted: might probably enfue; but furely no 
rational obferver will attempt to deny or dif- 
prove a palpable demonftration, that all parts 
of the foot being equally pared y (that is, the 
HOOF, SOLE, and frog) the centre of fup- 
port and adtion muft be Hill the fume. 

But was it really as they have faid; if 

what they have fo learnedly advanced was 

literally and juftly true, what do they im- 

. mediately do after this judicious and didla- 

9 torial 



SHOEING. 163 

torial decifion ? Why, ilrongly recommend, 
with the full force of theoretic perfuafion, 
the introdudion of a mode of (hoeing ^Z- 
reSlly contradiSlory to the opinion juft re- 
cited ; that may be perfcdly adapted to and 
coincide with the fentiments of any writer 
in the ad: of amufing himfelf^ employing 
the Printer, and deceiving the Public i but 
can never be brought into general pradtice, 
without perpetual hazard to the horfe, and 
inuninent danger to the rider. This is fo 
perfedUy clear, that I will go very far be- 
yond bare literary aiTertion, and be bound 
to flake both property and profeffional re- 
putation, upon the certain failure of their 
improved propofition of fhoeing, with what 
they call their half-moon fhoe, with all its 
boafted advantages. A long chain of re- 
marks in oppoiitioa is by no means neteiTary, 
a very concife and candid inveftigation will 
a£Ford ample proof of their having reconciled 
(in compliment to their patient readers) ^^s 
palpable contradkflions in defcription as Os- 
MER, whofe '* unelailic tendon" was imme- 
diately after " elongated," 

You are ^iyen to underftand (as I have 

M 2 before 
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before obfcrvcd) that in their opinbn, if yo!i 
pare the fole or frog^ you prevent the hed 
of the horie from coming into conftant con- 
tact With the ground ; and the tendon is de- 
prived of the elaftic affifbuice of the frog 
to promote its expanfion and contraction. 
This is at leaft the exa& purport of their 
dcicriptkMiy if not given in the v^ fame lan- 
guage» and is very well entitled to the ddibe* 
rate attenticm of tbofe who wi(h to onderftand 
tccurateiv the ftate of die tendao (or back 
finews) when in the Siaimisriam tmigue they 
mix: laid to be «* ier dp^r 



a paring and hoDowing cot of dm 
heel a;^ dicy lieem to «k:cribe, maft bea moft 
umxidn:ilul dtibuctna ct parts^ and what I 
believe citft iHSixrt Im«>3 in t!ie preient age, 
uuWt$ ui the mw>^ ^ird icElft improved parts 
A>t the kis^^xtt^ Occckcia^ bowcver, diey 
tvvi wth^ JL cookchiru Krver cf diis mat- 
tct^ I WKisi b<^ V::iv^ tL^ eetcrre^ diat im« 
UKvv^j^K^* if^rc nfcwbwOR^ t&c W^ of nifii^ 
t^^ t?v^ ttvi» t&e ^:9cumi by p^rm^^ they 
1^(ViHik^<^>t ;xogc?cxtni 4. r:stc!i bktc cer- 
IMit iNK^^xi cc j»^iui:ur§ ri-r «ry evil thqr 
%ll \v^ ^ WV& m ^JwviV. Awi this by 

nifiog 
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raiCng all the fore part of the foot, with 
*' the half-moon fhoe, fet on to the mid- 
dle ef the hoof," not only fomiing an irre- 
gular and preternatural furface, but (by a 
want of length and fuppprt at the heel) con- 
Aituting an unavoidable chance of relaxing the 
finews in the perpetual probability of their 
being extended beyond the elajiic power pre- 
icribed by nature. 

This difference of opinion becomes fo im- 
mediately connected with a particular pailage . 
in my former volume (upoii the fubjedl of 
•' Jirains^'') that it is ^bfolutely neceiTary tp 
quote a few lines for the better comprehcn- 
fion of the cafe before us; for I have there 
feid, " To render this idea fo clear tha;^ 
it cannot be mifunderilood, let us fuppoie 
that a horfe is going at his rate, and in (o 
4oing his toe covers a prominence, or the 
edge of one, where the heel has no /up-* 
port^ it confequently extends the* tendon^ 
"beyond the diftance afforded by na*U;re, and 
inftantly continues what is called a letting 
ijiovrn of the back finews," a circuniftance 
that conftantly happens uponfhe turf in r up- 

M 3 . ning 
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ning for a heat, and the horfc is then faid te 
have " broken down/' 

This defcriptlon comes fo direijlly in point 
with the fhape and ftate of the horfe's foot 
in their mode of Jhoeingy that the horfe muft 
be at all times liable to fudden lamenefs, 
and more particularly at the rifing of every 
hilly where his foot would be exa&ly in 
the fituatipn by which I have defcribed ftiains 
to be acquired. Every Reader at all ac-? 
quainted with, or having even a tolerable 
idea of the anatomical ftrudture of the leg 
and foot, by taking a comparative view of 
the mode of ihoeing recommended, and the 
evident manner of fuftaining an injury in the 
back Jineivsy as they are termed, will be 
fufficiently enabled to decide upon the con* 
Jtftency pf the propofed plan, and, I flatter 
myfelf, enough convinced of the danger, to 
coincide with me in opinion, that a horfe 
fhod in this manner, to cover a hilly counr 
try either in a journey or thi chace^ muft 
inevitably fall dead lame from a relaxation 
of the tendinous parts; or, even in a low 
flat country, become fo exceedingly weary 
ff om a want of proper fupport for the heel, 
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that he could never be able to go through 
a fecond day's fatigue without an alteration 
in his favour. 

Eftablifhing this as a fad not to be con- 
troverted by the fallacious efFed: of fpecu* 
lative rumination, and perfectly convinced 
neither entertainment nor utility can be de- 
rived, jfrom farther tedious explanatory re- 
marks arid obfervations upon the inconve- 
nieijices of fuch mode of fliocing, as well as 
the numerous difficulties not to be furmount- 
ed if inadvertently encountered; I fliall only 
(lightly infinuate the abfolutc impojjibility of 
hunting or travelling (particularly in the 
rainy feafons) in various hilly or chalky 
parts of the kingdom, without the accumulat- 
ed probabilities of lamenefs to the horfe, con- 
tinual danger to the rider, and the inevitable 
certainty of bruifing the heel and frog to a 
degree of difeafe, which muft proye the re- 
iiilting evil even upon the ilatteft and befl 
turnpikes \ but in the rough and ftony roads, 
or ftrong and dry hard clays, fuch events 
may be expefted as totally unavoidable, 

Ridding adieu to a mode of fhceing calcu- 
li 4 lated 
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lated only for the foft and artificial iooF* 
ing of a French- Riding School, wc 
CQpie to fuch coniideratk)n$ as are adapted 
to the ftate of our own roads, the cufloms 
of our country, and the intelleftual faculties 
of thofe to whofe fcientific fkill the mallea- 
bility of the metal, the important ufe of the 
butteris, the judicious formation of the fboe, 
and the equally decifive direftion of the nail, 
are univerfally entrufted. Adverting for a 
moment to the before-mentioned allufion to 
OsM£R*s obfervation upon thefe men» who 
fay, *^ they do not want to be taught," it 
is very natural to fuppofe, from the profef- 
fional knowledge they Jhould have acquired by 
ilri6l attention and fteady experience, that 
they CANNOT " want to be taught j" but 
that their judgment, founded upon the beft 
bafis, manual art^ and ocular mfpeciion^ 
otTGHT TO BE much fupcrior to any thecv 
rctical inftru^flions that can be obtruded or 
enforced* Under that perfuafion, and fceU 
jng for thofe feni^ who bave induflrioufly 
rendered thcmfelvcs adequate to all the diffi-* 
culties of the trade, I feel no furprife that 
fuch fpirited expofluktions fhould be made, 
I ipu^ ^nequcntly happen in reply to many 

pedantic 
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pedantic con&quential pretendert^ who hj 
their Jiaile remarks and * ignorant mJiruBum^ 
excite the jealous irritability of mtn^ who^ 
coufcious of their own ability and integrity 
pbflers (like Hotfpur) too much iniiate fpirit 
and peribnal courage to be perpetually p^« 
tered by •* a popping jay/* 

It faa8 been before obferved, that many 
borfes have undergone various operations for 
fuppofed lamenejfes in different parts^ when 
TIME9 and the lucky interpofidon of a ju-p 
dicious opinion, have difcovered the cauic 
to be (where it is too feldom accurately 
fearched ibr) in the foot* Lamenefs of this 
deicilpdon proceeds in general from fome 
one or other of the following cauibs ; the 
pail holes for the faficning of the fhoe to the 
foot being infcrted too far from the outer 
edge^ in die web of the fhoe, aqd confe-r 
quendy, when tight clinched^ bearing too 
bu4 upon the flefhy edge of the inner fole, 
conftitutes a preternatural comprefiton upon 
the interna) part3 and confequent ipipediment 
to eafe or a&ion. 



Anoth^ caufe exceedingly coovnon, (wheq 

the 
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the horfc is faid to be pricked in fhocing) 15 
the oblique direflrion of a nail, which taking 
an improper and inverted courfe, either per- 
fbrates> or in its progrefs prefles upon the 
inner fole, punduring fome of the foft parts* 
thereby producing certain lamenefs; which 
not immediately difcovered, tends to inflam^ 
mation* that too often terminates in a remote 
fixmation of matter conftituting a cafe of the 
moft ferioos confequence. 

A third caufe is the inccmfiftent method of 
Ibrnung the web of the (hoe too wide for 
the foot of the horie» and raifing it fb much» 
or hollowing it out all round the inner edge, 
a$ to give it a palpable cmvexky when 
fixed to the hoof. By this convexity round 
the inner edge f£ the web, the fupport be- 
comes unnaturally partial, and even in the 
conibnt weight of the boric only (without 
xecurring to aAi<M)) contHtutes an oppofition 
to its original purport; for the invariable 
prtfiure upon the curved part of the ihoe 
orUy, muft rai^ in the furrounding parts fuch 
a proportkmal cvHmtericHoo, that the haider 
the hiHTlc bears £t Mi^^n upoa a lurd fur&ce^ 
|h« mgcc muft cvcxy OK>tiaQ tend to forcQ 
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the very nails from their hold, but that 
the clinches prevent their being withdrawn: 
In this ftate the horfe, though not abfolutely 
lame, limps in perpetual uneafinefs, till the 
clinches of the nails are fo relaxed as to 
bring the centre nearly to a level with the 
reft of the foot, where it frequently forms 
an additional caufe to the original ill, by 
coming into clofe contadt with the fole, whicl» 
prejjing upon with any degree of feverity, oc- 
cafions a flight lamenefs that becomes imme* 
l3iately perceptible^ 

Another very common caufe of lamenefs 
with horfes of this defcription originates in 
|he fhoes being formed too Jhort and narrow 
dt the heel, by which means, in lefs than a 
weel^i's conflant wear, the hoof (or " crujiy* 
as ibme writers have termed it for the fake of 
jrefinement) being alfo narrow, the heels of 
the fhoes make gradual impreffion and con- 
ilitute a palpable indentation upon the edge 
of the fole, diredly over its articulation with 
the hoof, producing to a certainty, if perfc- 
vered in, the foundation of corns, or a tem- 
porary lamenefs, that is generally removed by 
j-pmoving the fhoe. 
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A few additional bad effc^s, but of Infers 
rior confequence, refulting from injudicious 
iboeing, may be concifely ranged under tbc 
beads of railing the Jhoes too high in the heels 
without due difcrimination, throwing the fet- 
lock joint into a diilortive pofition ; corns HI 
treated or horfes ill jhod^ to occafion the im- 
perfcijtion of cutting either before, or behind^ 
an evil arifing much more from want of pro- 
ifeffional accuracy in the operator^ than any 
abortive effort in the procefs of Nature. 
Thefe arc> however, mere fuperficial iocon^^ 
venicncics, to be remedied by fuch attention 
lind cirpumfpe^tion as no one friend to the ani- 
mal wc treat of will ever rcfiifc to beflpw^ 

Rules for the prevention or cure of thefc,L_— 
arc luckily calculated by their brevity ftff 
communication or retention^ The heds of^ 
liorfes (hould never be artificially raiied only 
in cxa<ft proportion to the ftate of their feet, 
the fcafon of the year, and their manner cf 
going, not without Ibme additional reference 
to the road or country they generally travel j 
ii| «vludi» every Smith of the leaft emh* 
% 4hoiild perfcdly under Aand from frac^ 
Wfmmct^ without a long tabic of con^ 

ditional 
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ditional mftruAions to fix a criterion^ which 
muft, after all the fpeculative matter or ex- 
perimental knowledge that can be introduced, 
be regulated by the exercife of his own pro- 
fcflional penetration, or the perfonal fuper-^ 
in tendance of thofe, whofe inftrudlions it mufl. 
be his intereft to obey. 

Corns, in general occaiioned much mor» 
by the unobferved ftrifture of the Jhoe (as 
before defcribed) than any defe(3: in nature^ 
are not fufficicntly attended to in their earliefl 
ftate for fpeedy obliteration; but permitted 
to acquire by time and continuance of the 
caufe, a rigid callofity before the leaft attempt 
is made for extirpation ; during which inat^ 
tention they become fo inflexibly firm in their 
bails, that they are not eafily to be eradicated^ 
though great care and perfeverance will greatly 
affift their mitigation if not entirely eftabliflji 
dieir cure, 

Th^ heft and moft confiftent method is to 
i^educc it with the drawing knife, as much 
as the extent of the corn and the depth of 
the fole will admit, obferving not to exceed 
rile bounds of difcretion in penetrating the 
6 homy 
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horny fole too deeply^ rendering by a ftcp 
of imprudence, the remedy worfe than the 
difeafe. When it is thus reduced as much 
as the ftate of the corn and the texture of the 
foot will juftify, let the entire deftrudtion of 
it be attempted by the occaiional application 
of a few drops of oil of i^itriol over its whole 
furface j or its rapidity of growth reftrained 
by the afliftance of Goulard's extradl of 
fottirn^ traumatic (commonly called Friar's) 
halfam^ camphorated fpirits of wine, ot tinc« 
turc of myrrh* 

This being perfbnned, if the vacuum is 
Lu^^c or Ji^p from whence the fubftance has 
been extracted, and tlie operator has been 
under tlic necenity of nearly perforating the 
outer fole, fo as to be rrxxiuctive of additional 
tcndcrncfs tv> tiic original caufe of complaint; 
rare nuul be tiker* to prevent tjie infinua- 
lion of c^tranco/js -ubilince^ of oiierent kinds, 
A$ /TvT.Vo, C''*^-\ - "•*> cr fuch other arti- 
cles a$ nVxV very :::uci: irritite and injure 
the j\a*t. This is be:; cnrcted by pluggiflg 
up the CAvity wi;:^. i pledget of tow^ firft 
llM^cnu\g the furiivc well x^ith one of the 
lv>r^4i\CMionc\i ;y;:;:uv us applications ; re- 
A^bctii^ IK* to kucrt u:e tew too dofcly to 

deftroy 
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deftroy its elaftic property, forming a hardnefs 
from its abundance, that may painfully prefs 
upon the tender part it is defigncd to defend. 

It has long been an eftabliftied prafticc 
after drawing a cam ; an injury fuftained in 
any part of the ifoof, caufing a partial defeft 
or a difeafed ftate of the frog, as inveterate 
thrujb^ &c. to proteft the part with a bar /hoe 
formed and adapted to fuch purpofe : This is 
certainly a conditional fecurity, but there is 
ftill the {pace between the foot and the Jhoe to 
receive and retain any fubftancc, that may be- 
come injurious by its lodgment and painful 
prcffure as before-mentioned. To prevent 
the poflibility of which, I (hould always re- 
comniend (in cafes that require it) the iniinu- 
;ition of a fufEcient quantity of tow to fill up 
the interftice; and that -its retention there 
might be rendered a matter of greater cer- 
tainty, it ihould be well impregnated with a 
portion of diachylon with the gums, firft melted 
over the fire ; this will not only fill up the 
opening with neatnefs {properly managed) but 
iotia a boljier of eafe to the part, and exclude 
-to ^ certainty the admiffioa of articles we 
have juft deicribed. 

The 
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The cutting of horfes is in general attri* 

« 

bated to Ibme impropriety in the mode of 
forming or fetting the (hoe ; though this is by 
no means to be confidered the invariable caufe, 
for fuch inconvenience is fometimes produced 
by very different means. Horfes, for inft^ccj, 
frequently injure themfelves when in too long 
and repeated journies they become leg weary ^ 
and though of great fpirit and bottom^ com- 
pulfivcly fubmit to the power of exhaufted 
nature % when hardly able to get one foot be^ 
fore the other» it can create no furprift that 
they feel it impoffible to proceed in equal di-> 
redtion, but nK>ve their limbs in the moft ir- 
regular manner^ wsrping and twijiing^ as if 
their falling muft prove inevitable at every 
fucceffive motion* In fuch ftate of bodily 
debilitation^ injuries of this kind arc un« 
doubtedly fuAained, and too often by the in- 
advertency or inexperience of the rider or 
driver, fuppofed to arife from fome imper- 
fciVion in the operation of fhoeing, which in 
this indance is no way concerned. 

It is not fo in others, where the flioe be- 

i \ iwiMd too wide for the booJ\ or with a 

If Iwtep at the heel, (particularly in 

horfes^ 
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Korfes, who from an irregular ihape of the 
foot, called turning out the toe^ are addidled 
to a kind of curve in aftion againft the fet- 
lock joint of the other leg) the evil is con- 
Aituted to a certainty; but when it arifes 
from thefe caufes, it is always to be removed 
or greatly mitigated by the judicious in- 
terpoiition of the Smith, whofe particular 
province it is to difcover and remedy the 
defe<ft« 

Another caufe of thi^ mcortvenience very 
frequently proceeds from what I have ever 
confidered a palpable abfurdity in the iyilem 
of ihoeing, and anxioufly wifh it to undergo 
a general improvement: This is the incon^ 
Jijient^ ridiculous^ and I may almofl: venture 
to add invincible folly of forming a groove in 
the web of the fhoe, neither large enough 
nor deep enough to admit the head of the 
nail, for the entire reception of which the 
plan was originally formed ; though feldom 
of ever made fufficiently wide to complete the 
purport of its fir ft intention. 

The di&dvantages arifing from this want 

(or proilitution) of judgment jn execution, is 

Vol* II. N not 
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not more the irregular furfece of the foot, 
upon a hard road or pavement^ throwing it 
unavoidably into a variety of unnatural ppfi- 
tions by the heads of fome nails being ridi- 
culoufly high or projeding from the ihoe» 
and others as much below them» than the 
certainty of all the clinches being raifed in 
a very few days ufe by the weight and a£tkin 
of the horfe, which on the infide of each 
foot confthute the evil to a degree of £eve* 
rity with horfes that go clofe, particularly if 
permitted to remain long in fuch date unatt» 
tended to. Upon expoftulation, you are told, 
*' this is a matter of no inconvenience, that 
they will foon be worn down and become 
equal." If fuch aifertion was to be admitted 
without oppofition refpedUng the irregularity 
of the furface, and diftortive pofitions of the 
foot, it by no means aflfeiSs the certainty of 
rendering the clinches not only evidently 
injurious in the degree before recited, but of 
little utility (after a few days wear) ia fe- 
quring the flioe in the fituation it vwkS origi- 
nally placed. 

This is a cirpmnftani^c io exceedingly dear, 
thai every vif^iisX gblerver, po^giiijig a defirc 

to 
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to pfomote general improvement, will coin- 
cide with me in opinion, and affift tlie re- 
commendation by the force of example ; in 
having the groove in the web of the fhoe,^ 

« 

for the reception of the nails, formed fuffici- 
entiy wide and deep to admit the heads nearly, 
er quite equal with the flat furface of tl:e fhoe, ' 
by which efFeftual infertion the fhoe firmly 
retains its fituation, and the nails their 
clinches, till a repetition of the operation 
becomes neceffaiy. 

There are (as I have before hinted an in- 
tention of explaining) fome general rules to 
be remembered, as invariably applicable to 
all kinds of feet without exception. The 
ftioc fhould be uniformly fupported by the 
hoof only i entirely round the foot, and brought 
fo regularly into contad;, that it fhould not 
prefs more upon one part than another ; it 
fhould alfo be formed with a concave inner 
fur&ce, to keep it perfedly clear of ihtfole^ 
that the point of the picker may occafionally 
pafs under the inner part of the web, to free 
it fronx every extraneous or injurious fub- 
ftance. The fhoe fhould not be made too 
wide ill the wcb^ or too weighty in metal, 

N 2 . fqr 



i8o SHOEING!* 

for the fize or purpofe of the horfe ; if {o, 
the infertion of the nails become unavoidably 
neceffary nearer the edge of the flcftiy, or 
inner folc, and the compreffion upon the in- 
ternal parts proportionally greater, in the ad* 
ditional hold required, to prevent the inner 
edge of the web from finking diredly, fy 
conjlant prejfure^ upon the centre of the outer 
fole, conftituting certain uneafinefs in action, 
if not perceptible lamenefs. The heel of the 
jQioe fliould always rather exceed the termi- 
nation of the hoof behind, and be formed 
fomething wider than the heel itfclf ; not 
only to conftitute a firm bafis of fupport for 
the frame, and prevent the indentation before 
defcribed, but to afiford room for the requifitc 
growth and exp^nfion of the heel, if a well 
formed found foot is at all the objedl of at- 
tention. 

The hoofs of horfes fhould never be fiif- 
fered to grow too long at the toe^ for exclu- 
five of its foon conftituting a flat, weak, 
narrow foot, it is not uncommonly produftivc 
of Jlumbling and tumblings to the no great 
entertainment, but certain danger of the 
rider \ and this frequent error in the prefent 

4 practice 
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praftice of flioeing is the more cxtraordi- 
nary, as the very form, length, and texture 
of the hoof, will always afford fufficient in- 
formation in how great a degree it will bear 
redn<ftion> with the additional coniideration, 
in point of effeft, that fliortening tie toe will 
always proportionally widen, and give ftrength 
to the heel. 

Horfes faid to be " flefliy footed,'' are 
thofe whofe inner and outer fole are found 
to be too large in proportion to the fub- 
fiance of the hoof that furrounds them ; or, 
in other words, (to render it clear as pof- 
fible) whofe hoof is too thin at the lower 
edge or bottom, for the fize of the whole. 
This may be produdtive of inconvenience, 
and requires a nicer difcrimination in the 
mode of forming the groove in the web, 
as well as in fixing the fhoe ; for the fpace 
inpon which it muft be unavoidably fixed 
(without an alternative) is fo exceedingly. 
narrow, that the greateft care and attention 
is abfolutely neceflary to bring the nails fo 
near the edge of the hoof, as to avoid 
every probable chance of injury by too 
grc^t a, ftrifture upon the component parts -^ 

N 3 a mattei: 
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a matter thct his been already more than 
once concifely recommended to praSHcal 
circumfpcdlicn. 

That fuch hazard may be the better 
avoided, it will be found an infurance of 
lafety ; to advance the front nails nearer to 
the extremity of the toe, where the feat 
of infer ticn is much "^vider^ and bring the 
hinder 72 ails farther from the points of the 
HEEL, where it is not only dircdly the re- 
verfe, but fomctimes too narrow to admit 
of the infertion without danger. And in all 
cafes where horfes are remarkably full and 
flefli footed, with a heel exceedingly narrow, 
it is certainly the fafeft metlicd to let them 
be fhod with the nails entirely round the 
front of the foot, omitting their infertion in 
a proportional degree behind. 

• 

La F0S8E, echoed by Bartlet, con- 
demns the cufiom of turning up the (hoe at 
the heels, upon the before-n.entioned objec- 
tion of its ** removing the frog to a greater 
diftance from the ground, by which the 
tendon will be inevitably ruptured i" but 
could they now become fpe(ftators of the 

hundreds 
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hundreds of poft hories conftantly running 
Ihe roads with bar shoes, that totally 
preclude the pojjibility of the frogs touching 
the ground^ to fupport fuch elafticity, they 
might be convinced what little refpedt fuch 
aflertion muil be held in, under a demon- 
ii:ration exceeding all contradiftion. Nor is 
this retrofpedtive remark brought forward 
upon any other motive, than to juftify the 
great confiftency and fafety of judicioufly 
faifing the heels of the fhoes, to defend frogs 
that have been bruifed, or are naturally de-i 
feAive, and heels that are flat and narrow ; as 
well as to infure the &fety of the rider> and 
' jprevent the flipping of horfes, which mufl 
otherways become inevitable in rainy feajfons 
upon chalky roads or hilly countries. 

Adverting once more* to their promulga- 
tion upon " the inconJfiftency of ever paring 
the fble or frog," I mufl avail myfelf of the 
preient opening to make one addition to my 
iR>rmer obfervations upon that part of the 
fubjedt; recommending it to the attention 
pf every breeder, to make occafional infpec- 
tions of the feet even ivhen yearlings j and 
m their progrefllive gradations, to prevent 

N 4. their 
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their acquiring an ill conformation : By t 
want of proper correction they will very fre* 
quently be found fpreading to a long flat thin 
foot, which left to time, will become irre-r 
coverably weak ; on the contrary, proportion-* 
ally pared at the battom^ fliprtened at the toe^ 
and rounded with the rafp, will conftitute the 
very kind of foot in fhape and firmnefs of aU 
others the moft deiirable^ 

Before we entirely difmifs this fubjeft, a 
few remarks upon the management of the feet 
xviftabled borfesy cannot be confidered inappli-* 
cable to our prefent purpofe of general utility. 
Firft, it ihould be remembered, an equal in-* 
convenience arifes from having horfes un- 
neceflarily fliod too often, or the ceremony 
poftponed too long ; the former, by its fre- 
quency, batters and breaks the hoof (parti- 
cularly if of the brittle kind) tg a perceptiblq 
degree of injury; the latter promotes an 
aukward growth of the foot, an indentation of 
the (hoe upon the fole, or inner edge of the 
hoof, and a probable deftrudtion of the frog. 

Various opinions may have been fupported 
ijpon the propriety of flopping and oiling 

th« 
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tlie feet; but as it is not my prefent pur- 
pofe to animadvert upon the difFufe remarks 
of others, I fhall confine myfclf to pra(9:i-- 
cal obfcrvations of my own. The lalutary 
cffciSts of plentifully oiling, and nightly 
ilopping, the fubftantial, firm, black and 
white brittle hoofs, defcribcd in a former 
page, are too firmly eftablifhed by long and 
attentive experience, to render oppofition 
(frmn. any authority whatever) worthy a 
momentary cpnfideration or condefcending 
reply • 

V A comparative ftate of the hoof that Is 
carefiiUy managed in this way, with one in 
its ftate of nature, (more particularly in the 
hot and dry months of fummer) will evi- 
d^Atly befpeak the advantage and neatnefs of 
fuch care and attention. In one, the hoof 
is always in a ftate of pliable uniformity ; 
in the other, a harfh, conftant and irregular 
Scaling of the fole, an almoft inflexible ri-. 
gidity of the hoof ip flioeing, and moft fre- 
quently very large and dangerous cracks that 
feparate the fole from the^r^^ on both fides ; 
leaving ample room on either for the infinu- 
ationof iand, gravel, or other injurious ar- 
ticles 
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tides that may by their retentioo t^ach the 
coronary articulation, conilituting: irreparable 
lamcAefs too frequently attributed to every 
caufe but the right. 

« 

' Having gone through fuch chain of in- 
veftigation, and courie of inftru^on, upon 
the fubjed of fhoeing, and its: tff^s, as I 
conceive to be at all calculated: to affiA the 
general judgment of thofe whofe equeilrian 
purfuits render fuch knowledge an objoSt c£ 
importance; I fhall proceed to that lund 
of communication, as I flatter myfelf will be 
equally acceptable to thofe who dome the 
honour of perufal and attention, whether for 
amufement, information, literary diiEquifition, 
or to render the influence of ^xample^ nnore 
preferable to precept, by a contribution: of 
their perfonal aflifl:ance to the promotipa of 
general improvenaentt 
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Will prove a chapter more immediateljr 
appertaining to the proprietors of extenfive 
receptacles in the metropolis, as well as 
other large cities, and thofe interefted in their 
eflFedls ; than at all applicable to the prefent 
improved ftate of gentlemen's ftables in every 
part of the kingdom, where the mode of 
management is approaching too near a degree 
of perfection to admit the aid of inftruftion, 
from either the pen of theoretic information, 
or practical experience. As i^' will, however, 
be unavoidably neceflary to introduce under 
this head, fuch occafional remarks or ufeful 
obfervations as cannot with pnopriety appear 
under any other, hints may jperhaps be dif- 
covered, in which every reader noay feel him- 
felf infome degree individually concerned. 

The very inferior ftate of aft ion and ap- 
pearance, fo vifibly predominant in horfes of 
frequent ufe, from the large public livery 
ftables, when put into competition with 

7 ' hunters 
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hunters or hacks, enjoying the advantage of 
regular foody drejjtngy air, and exerctfe^ will 
conftitute all the apology I think it neceflary 
to introduce, for any degree of freedom I 
may be inclined to offer, in drawing a com* 
parifon very little obfervable by metropo- 
litan HEROES ON HORSEBACK, b^t Uni- 

verfally known to the difcriminatin^ eye of 
every experienced fportfinan in the kingdom. 

Such inferiority arifes from an accumula- 
tion of caufes, very little confidered or en- 
quired into by the owners, or riders, who 
philofophically define and experimentally de- 
monftrate, the horfe to be an animal of 
general utility, and appropriate him to all 
their different purpofes accordingly j with 
as little attention to his colour^ perfeSiions^ 
or defeSls^ as a tradefman of Manchcfterj^ 
who having fbme few years fince occafioq 
to attend the aflizes at Lancaffer, hired a 
grry gelding for the purpofe, but unluckily 
returned with a bay marcy and obflinately 
perfifled (in oppofition to every witnefs and 
expoftulation) that he had brought back the 
very borfe and equipments with which he 

haa 
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liad ftarted, in obedience to the legal in- 
junction he had received. Of thefe equeftrian 
Quixotes, nature has been fo exceedingly 
liberal, that we find numbers, who, when 
their fteed is brought put of the ftable, 
whether in bigb or low condition, fee or not 
fee^fwelied legs^ cracked heels ^ Jhoes or nojhoes, 
his carcafe expanded to its utmoji extent^ or 
contraifted to a degree of unprecedented po-- 
ver^y; mount him with equal unconcern, 
and go through their journey, long or ftiort, 
as prompted by neceflity or inclination^ 
without a fingle reflection upon the wants 
or weaknefTes of the animal, unluckily def- 
tined to receive the honor of fb humane an 
appendage. 

In fuch unaccountable ftate of negligence 
ftands many a valuable horfe furrounded with 
an accumulation of ills and hourly promotion 
of mifery from one week's end to another, 
and never enjoys the favour (if I may fo term 
it) of his matter's prefence but of a Sunday 
. morning \ when making the expeditious tour 
of Richmond^ Hampton Courts Wind/or, or 
Ibme other of the fafhionable excurfions, he 
is configned to his ufual hebdomadal dark 

abode 



190 S T A B LIN G. 

abode of inadivity, to enjoy a profufioii of 
hay 9 water ^ and eafe ;. but, in conformity with 
the idea of Major O' Flaherty, " a plentiful 
fcarcity of every thing elfe." 

It is impoffible for any mart living,, who 
has made thefe creatures, their wants^ gratis 
jkations^ perfediions, and attachments^ the 
objeft of his contemplation, not to feel the 
greateft mortification when chance or choice 
brings him to a forvey of the ftables in Lon- 
don, . with all their horrid inconveniences^ 
To thofe totally unacquainted with the fu- 
perior and fyflematic management of ftables 
in general, it may all bear the appearance df 
PROPRIETY, confequently paves no way for 
the corroding refleftions of vexation and dif- 
appointment ; but to the experienced and at- 
tentive obferver, whofe fenfations move in 
direft unifon with the feelings of the atiim^ 
he beftrides, and the accommodation of whofe 
horfe is held in equal eftimation and retention 
with his own, they excite the joint emotions 
of pity and furprife. 

Horfes in general, produced from ftables 
of this defcription, all bear the appearance of 

temporary 
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temporary invalids or confirmed valetudi- 
narians; from living or rather exifting in a 
fcene of almoft total Jarknefs, they approach 
the light witli reluftange, and every new 
objed with additional apprehenfion. They 
walk, or rather totter out of the ftable in a 
ftate of debilitation and ftiifnefs of the ex- 
tremities, as if threatened with univerfal 
lanaenefs. The legs are fwelled from the 
knSes and hocks downwards, to the utmoft 
expanfion of the integument; which with 
the dry and contradted flats of the narrow 
heeled toof^ bears no ill affinity to the over- 
loaded fhoe of AN OPULENT ALDERMAN, 

when emerging from the excruciating admo- 
mtjons of a geuty monitor. Upon more accu- 
rate infpeftion, we find the lift of happy effedis 
ftill increafed with thoic ufual concomitants, 
inveterate cracks^ running thrufh^ very fre- 
quently accompanied by a hufky fhort cough, 
or afthmatic difficulty of refpiration, in gradual 
progreffion to a broken wind ; and the long 
lift of inferior et ceteras^ that conftitiite the 
invariable advantages pf ftable difcipline, di- 
re<9;ly contrary tp every eftablifhed rule that 
can be laid down for the promotion of ease, 

fiBALTH, and INVIGORATION. 

In 
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In coiifirmation of which, without a tcdl* 
©us animadverfion upon £o long a feries of 
inconfiftencies, kt us advert concifely to the 
caufes of fuch ill efFedts as we have ven- 
tured to enumerate. The difadvantages fif- 
ing from horfes ftanding in perpetual dark** 
nefs, or with a very faint and glimmering 
light, muft ' be too palpably clear to require 
much elucidation; for in fuch ftate, with 
the full and increafed power of hearings fliey 
are inceflantly on the watch to difcover, what 
fo conftantly afFeds one Jenfe, without the . 
expefted gratification of the other. To this 
eternal difappointment may be attributed the 
alternate flare and twinkling of the eye-lid^ 
fo common to every defcription of horfes that 
ftand in the moil remote part of dark ftableSi 
at each time of being brought forward to 
face the light ; as well as the additional ob- 
fervation, that being accuflomed to fee thing! 
but imperfedtly in the liable, when brought 
into adlion upon the road, they are fo mucji 
ajfFedted by the change, that they become 
habitually addidled to Jiop or Jiart at every 
flrange or fudden objedt that approaches. 
A certain danger alfo attends, when hurried 
by a carelefs or drunken ofller, from the ex-* 

ternal 
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ternal glare of light to the extreme of total 
idarknefs ; for in fuch hafty tranfition, blow« 
are frequently . fuftained againft the racks, 
flails, or intervening partitions, that fome- 
times terminate in the lofs of an eye^ with no 
other caufe affigned for its original appear-^ 
ance than the fiuSluation of humours^ which 
the fufFering fubjeft immediately undergoes 
repeated confultations and a long courjfe of 
medicines to eradicate. 

The ftiifnefs of the joints, the fwelling 
of the legs, the feverity of the cracks, the 
frequency of the thruflh, the contracflion of 
the hoofs, and the difficulty of refpiration, 
arc all fo evidently the refulting effed:s of 
deftrudtive iituation and erroneous manage- 
ment, that to the fporting world alone, lite- 
rary definition would be deemed fuperfluous ; 
but to that infinity of Juvenile Eques- 
TRiANS, who are ** daily rifing to our 
HJew,'* and wonder *' why their horfes, that 
they keep at fo much expence^ are unlike 
moft others they meet in their rural excur- 
fipns," fuch explanation becomes matter of 
indiCpenfible neceffity. 

Vol. II. . O To 
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To the want of general cleanlinefsj pn 
air, and regular exercife, may be juftly attri 
buted all the ills we have juft recited ; an 
that fuch aflertion may lay impartial claur^ 
to proper weight in the fcalc of refledion ^ 
let it be firft remembered, that horfes in. 
the fituation I allude to, are conftantly liv- 
ing in certain degrees of heat, not only be- 
yond the ftate required by nature, but very 
far exceeding even the ftable temperature of 
horfes in regular training for the turf. 

That this may be the better underflood by 
thofe whofe fituations in life have precluded 
the chance of fuch infpedion, and that great 
body of readers in various and diftant parts 
of the kingdom, who ne^oer havcy and per- 
haps never may^ make a furvey of public 
ftables in the metropolis ; I think it necef- 
fary to introduce an exaft reprefentation of 
jyjiematic inconjijiencyy perfectly exculpated 
from even the flighteft fufpicion of exaggdl 
ration. As I have repeatedly obferved, artd 
it is univerfally admitted, there is no rule 
without feme exception ; fo the following 
defcription may have Jo??ie but very few 
to boa ft of. 

Upon 
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Upon entering thd major part, (particu- 
larly if the door has been a few minutes 
cldfed and iis open for your admiflion) the 
olfactory and optic nerves are' inftantane- 
oufly aflailed With thfe volatile effluvia of 
dung arid uritie^ equal to the exhalation from 
a ftock bottle of hartftiorn at the (hop of 
any Chemift in the neighbourhood; Here 
you find fronx ten or twelve to twenty 
horfes, ftanding as hot, and every crevice 
of the ftable as clofely flopped, as if the 
very external air was infedious, and its ad- 
mifiion miift inevitably propagate a conta- 
gion. Naturally inquifitive to difcovcr what 
irritating caufe has laid fuch hold of your 
m©ft prominent feature, you obferve each 
horfe ftanding upon an enormous load of 
litter, that by occafional additions (with- 
out a regular and daily removal frdm the 
bottom) has acquired both the fubftance and 
property of a moderate hot^bed. 

Thus furrounded with the vapoiirs cort- 
ftantly arifing from an accumulation of the 
moft powerful volatile falts, ftand thefe poor 
animals a kind of patient facrifice to ignorance 
and indifcretion ; and that the meafure of 

O 2 mifcry 



196 STABLING. 

xnifery may be rendered pcrfcift by every ad- 
ditional contribution of folly, each horie is 
abfolutely loaded with a profuilon of body 
cloths, but perhaps more to gratify the often*^ 
tation or difplay the opulence of the owner, 
than any intentional utility to the horie. 
The iheet, quarter piece, breaft cloth, body 
roller, and perhaps the bood^ arc all brought 
forward to give proof of perfevering atteur 
tion and unremitting induilry. In this ftate 
fuch hories are found upon critical cxamina^ 
tion, to be in an almoft perpetual . languid 
perfpiration ; io debilitated, deprefled, and 
ina<^ive, for want of pure air and regular 
exercife, that they appear dull, heavy, and 
inattentive, as if confcious of their imprifon* 
meat and bodily perfecution. 

The cfFe6t of this mode of treatment fboa 
becomes perceptible to the judicious eye of 
obfervation 5 the carcafe is feen unnaturally 
full and overloaded, for want of thofe gra- 
dual evacuations promoted by gentle mo- 
tion; the legs fwell, becoming flifF and 
tumefied, till nature, in her utmofl: efforts 
for extravalation, terminates in either cracks^ 

JlraUba^ greajl^ or fome one of the maiiy 

diforders 
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diforders arifing from an impurity, vifcidity, 
or acrimony in the blood. The hoofs by 
being almoft invariably fixed to the conftant 
heat of the accumulating dung before d6- 
fcribed, acquires a degree of contraftion in- 
dicating hoof-bound lamenefs. The eyes 
frequently give proof of habitual weaknefs, 
in a watery difcharge from the continual ir- 
ritation of the volatile effluvia, the dilatatioA 
and contraAion jof the eye in fearch of light, 
the heat of the body, &c. all tending to 
conftitute a frame diredtly oppofite in health, 
vigour, and appearance, to thofe whofe con^ 
dition is regulated by a very different lyflem 
of flabularian management. 

The evils arifing from this miflaken treat- 
ment are only yet enumerated in part, being 
thofe that evidently appear upon a fuperficial 
furvey of the ftables and their contents; 
others become difcernible upon being brought 
into adlion. They are certainly lefs enabled 
to encounter fatigue than any horfes in the 
kingdom; from fo conflant an exiflence in 
the abfolute fumes of a hot^bath, they never 
Can be expofed to the external air in a cold, 
ijoet^ or winter feafon, without danger to 

O 3 every 



198 STABLING. 

every part of the frame. By fuch contraft 
thjey are inftantly liable to a fudden collap-> 
fion of the porous fyftem, which locking up 
the perfpirative matter, fo violently propelled 
to the furface, throws it back upon the cir- 
pulatioa with redoubled force; where na- 
ture being too much overloaded to admit 
its abforption, it becomes immediately fixed 
lupon the EYES or lungs, laying a very 
fubftantial foundation of difeafe and dif^ 
quietude. 

If fiich horfe is put into ftrong exercife, 
he ibon proves himlelf inadequate to either 
a long, or an expeditious journey ; for whe^ 
ther the body is overburthened with weak 
and flatulent food and water at fetting out, 
jaded with early fatigue, to which he has 
not been accuftomed, or debilitated with 
the flable difcipline vye have fo minutely 
defcribed, the efFedt i§ nearly the fame. If 
his journey is of any duration, or his exer- 
tions of any great niagnitude, it is no un- 
common thing to find he has fallen fick^ 
lamey or tired upon the road; and under 
the worft of curfes, a bad charadlery is fre- 
quently fold to the firll bidder ; under whofe 
3 fyftematic 
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iyilematic care and rational mode of ma- 
nagement, a few months perhaps makes him 

one of the beft and moil valuable horfes 

in the kingdom. 

This is a circumftance that happens fo 
very conftantly in the equeftrian fluftuation 
of fortune, and the affertion fo repeatedly 
juftified by ocular demDnftration and prac- 
tical experience, that I ftand not in the 
leaft fear of a contrariety of opinions upon 
£0 confpicuous a part of the fubjed:. 

The ill effedts of the ftable treatment 
we have hitherto defcribed, would be ftill 
more injurious did high feedhzg conftitute a 
part of the fyftem we prefume to condemn ; 
but a fuper --abundance of food is what I by 
no means place to the inconjijiency of the 
account. Prudence (divefted oi felf-interejl) 
powerfully prompts the parties concerned, 
to perceive the abjurdky of over -feeding 
horfes whofe ftate (o little requires it. Sta^- 
ble keepers are not fo deftitute of pene- 
T^iATioN, as to be taught by me, th^ folly 
of feeding horfes that " dont work.'' Oats 
are not only }xnnQctff2iry hut fuperfuous yh^y 

O 4 in 
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in fftiall quantities will fupport nature fufH« 
ciently, by a conflant maftication of which 
the appetite will be properly prepared to 
receive plenty of water ; an article that^ 
is not only of very little expence and trou-^ 
ble, but by expanding the frame, and fillin 
the flank, will afford to the city fportfma 
and Sunday traveller y fufiicient proof tha 
the horfe is amply fed, and *^ well lookei 
' after:" 

Having fubmitted to coiifideration the- 
rcprefentation of facts, that neither the 
interefted can, or the experienced will, at- 
tempt to deny ; I (hall (without much 
hope of effeding a reformation where fo 
great a variety of opinions are concerned) 
beg permiflion to offer a few remarks, for 
the attention of thofe who are, from the 
nature of their fituations, unavoidably con- 
nected with flables of this dcfcription; 
leaving the more minute inftrudtions for 
the management of hunters or road horfes, 
to be collected from the matter that will 

be hereafter introduced under thofe heads. 

, .... 

The pernicious properties of foul air muft 

be 
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be too well known, or at leaft too readily 
comprehended, (by every oAe to whoib fe- 

., f ious ^perufal thefe |)ages will become fub- 
jt&) to require even the moft fuperficial 

, elucidation ^ though in fadt, entering into 
its deftrudlive efFedts, with all its conting6ftt 
confequences, would be to write, quote, and 
anittiadvert a volume upon the fobjcdt; 
which is in fadt of too much icientiiiq mag- 
nitude for prefent difquifition, in a publi- 
cation that promifes to be generally read, 
;and it is intended ^hguld be as generally 
UHderftopd, 






Under palpable convioion of the numer- 
ous ills that may arife in different ways from 
air fo very much contaminated, and replete 
witl) impurities, I am convinced' no one 
advocate for improvement can rationally 
objcdt to the adoption of Ventilators 
in all public ftables, where the lituation 
is inevitably confined; as in London, and 
pther large cities, where they muft una- 
voidably continue fo without the moft dif- 
tant probal)ility of redtification. 

'Jh^ utility, the convenience, the exhila- 
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rating rays of ^* all chearing light,** 
(that enables us to enjoy ibciety, for whicii 
wc were formed) is a matter flanding in no 
need of tedious recommendation j it there- 
fore cannot be too forcibly inculcated^ or too 
cheerfully adopted* 

Ckanlineis is (o indiiputably neceflary to 
health and invigoration, that it is matter of 
fbrprife how fo palpable a fyftem of filth 
tould ever be permitted to pervade the 
equefirian receptacles of ihoie who would, 
no doubt, be exceedingly hurt and oiiended, 
if they were to have the inconfiilencies of 
their conduft perfonally demonftrated, and 
be compulfively convinced they cither do not 
know or feem to care any thing about the 
matter. In fadt, there is but one reafon 
that can be urged, (and none with fo much 
energy as thofe prompted by felf-intcreft) 
in favour of a pradtice replete with fo many 
diiadvantages ; this muft be the high price 
and difficulty of obtaining ftraw in the mcr 
tropolis, which in its transformation to 
manure becomes fo reduced to a riiere no- 
thingnefs in value, that the poJJibiUty of be- 

.ing 



EXERCISE. 203 

ing cleanly in thofe ftables (we are told) is 
abfolutely precluded by pecuniary coniide- 
rations. But when the fixed emoluments of 
the weekly keep are taken into the aggre- , 
gate, and it is not the efFedt of rumination 
but matter of fadt, that many of the horfes 
fo kept, arc, from want of exercife and the 
jaumerous caufes before affigned, fo very 
much OFF THEIR APPETITES, as not to 
confume in a day but one or two of the four 
feeds of corn that are charged 3 an extra 
trufs of ftraw from the loft liberally 
jixcHANGED for each bufliel and a half of 
oats accidentally faved in the granary, wojild 
certainly prove no violent proftitution of 
generofity ! 
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Is a matter of too much importance im 
the promotion of health and condition to 
be excluded its place in our prefent arrange- 
ment 3 and fo evidently neceflary to the na- 
.tural fecretions and regular evacuations, that 
the foundation of every difeafe may be laid 

by 



V 



204 exercise:. 

by a want of it. Horfes are in their very 
nature and difpoiition fo fornied for iiiotioni 
that they become dull, heavy, and »n-» 
f healthy without it ; of this nothing can ^- 
ford greater demonflration than the jp^lea* 
fure they difplay in every action, when 
brought from the dark recefs of a gloomy 
liable t6 the perfedt enjoyment of light, air^ 
and exercife. The natural fweetnefs of the 
externa) ak is fa happOy Aipeiior tc> ibt 
ftagtiate iiinpority of the ftable» that tnoft 
horfes inftantly exult in the change^ and bf 
a variety of ways convince you of the ptc- 
lerence^ 

Sur\'ey a fpirited horfe with the eye of 
attention, and obferve the aftonifliing diffe- 
rence before and after his hberation from 
the ffjj.TjcT, to which he is fometimes, un- 
der the influence of ftrange mifinanage-' 
ment, haltered for days together without re«» 
million. In the ibble you perceive him z/^- 
Jirch\i, /f^irirlcj}, and almoA inanimate^ with- 
out the leaft iecuiing courage or activity ia 
his compotition ; but when brought into 
acUoiu he inllantlv aiTumes another appear- 
anc , auii iadicatc^ by bodily exultation and 

exertion. 
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crtipni the abfolute falubrity and neceffity 
^f what the inftindive ftupidity of many can 
never (fronj their inexplicable want of com- 
prehenfion) be brought to underftand. Such • 
inconfi^deratc o(>fervers might certainly im- 
. prove their 'uery Jk^/ow jiidgmenf, by fome 
trifling attention to the indications of nature 
in horics of any tolerable -defcription, who^ 
all difplay, ifi different attitudes and by va- 
rious mieans, the gratification they enjoy in 
their jJiftinft appropriations. la hO:, the 
aniii^gfted afpeft of the whole frame, the liver 
ly eye, the crefted neck, the tail cred, with 
the moft fpirited bodily adion of neighing, 
fnorting, and curvetting, all tend to prove the 
conftitutional utility of exercife in length and 
. manner adapted to the fize, ftrength, make> 
condition, and purpofe of the horfe. 

Perfedly convipced of jts i/idifpenfiblc 
neceffity to horfes of all kinds, in propor- 
tion to the ufes for which they are defigned, 
and the portion of aliment they receive, I. 
am not unfrequently very highly entertain- 
ed with the management of many within 
the cxtenfive circl? of my own acquaints 
ance, (gnd thofe top with inherent pride 

2 fufEcient 
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fufficlent to aflume the character of (portC^ 
men) who are in conftant pofleflion of good 
and valuable horfes, perpetually buying^ felU 
ing, and exchanging ; but never for years to- 
gether, have one in their ftables three months, 
without fwelled legs, cracked heels^ grcafe, 
bad eyes, broken knees, or ibme of the many 
ills that conflitute a flable of infirmities ; all 
which they very philosophically and 
crroneoufly attribute to ill luck, that I moft 
juftly and impartially place to the account oT 
inadvertent mailers, and much more indolent 
lervants* 

The advantages arifing from an unre« 
mitting perlcverancc in the regularity of 
daily exerciic, (both in rcipci^ to time and 
cv>ntinuincc) cinnct be lb clearly known 
and ;vr^^iUv und^^ritcoi but to thofe who 
Kavc' attended minutetv to the ^ood effefts 
iM* i:$ orac^Ov\ or the ills that become 
\vn;:a*^t!y pcnxptible nvta its omiffion. 
Vhi:^ 15^ u^xioubCv^ilv th'C more extraordi- 
m^w whca i: ;>i rvCv<k\:t;^i there is no one 
j\AU V t' tivr Jiiv^ra' vrcccosry mere admira- 
W\ AxUy<>M tv^ :h<'^ j:^lii:viit comprehenfioa, 
Huu the uiKmx 01 x;"icDoc: iai cracuation; 

which 
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'which may (avoiding technical defcription 
and pTofeffional minutiss) be concifely ex- 
plained and clearly underftood, as matter 
neceffarily introdudlory to what we proceed 
to inculcate, upon the palpable con(i{l?ency 
of conftant and moderate exercife for the 
eftablifliment of health and promotion of 
condition. 

I believe it has been before (aid, in ei- 
ther this or the former volume, that the 
ALIMENT, after fufficient maftication in 
the aft of chewing, is paffed to the ftomach^ 
where it undergoes regular fermentation (in 
general termed digeftion) producing a cer- 
tain quantum of chyle, in proportion to the 
nutritive property of the aliment To retained : 
This chyle, in its procefs of nature 5 (which 
has been before accurately explained) becomes 
wonderfully fubfervient to all the purpofes of 
life and fupport in its general contribution to 
the fource of circulation, and the various fe- 
cretions^' while the grofler parts (from which 
the nutritious property is extracted in their 
progrcfs through the ftomach and inteftinal 
canal) are thrown off from the body by ex- 
crementiflous evacuations. 

This 
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This is a concife abftraS: of nature's Ope« 
ratk)n; as neceflary to conftitute fufficient 
information to comprehend our preieiit pur- 
pose of explicit animadverfion upon the 
great advantage of bodily motion^ ib £u: 
as it {hall appear conducive to the prefer* 
vation of health. Enough is confequcntly 
advanced to gratify every competent idea; 
and afford ample convidion, that fhould the^ 
body be permitted to receive, and copti*- 
nue to accumulate in the frame, more ali- 
ment than can be abfbrbed into the cir- 
culation, and carried off by the diScn 
emunftories in a certain portion of 
over repletion, difquietude, and ultiinifcely 
DISEASE, acute or chronic, mufl be tpe in- 
evitable confequence. 

The fyftem and effeft are too piipably 
clear to be at all miflakcn in even a Itheo- 
retic furvey of the procefs^ for wheft the 
blood veflels become over-loaded vritA an 
accumulated retention of perfpirable m^ter, 
and the flomach and inteflines pretern^u- 
rally extended by indurated excrement |^ 
w^hich fhould be occafionally carried oS \a 
exercile) indifpofition mufl arife in a great^i^ 

or 
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Of Ids degree> fo foon as the repletion pro- 
duces oppreflion, that the ftruggling efforts 
of nature are unable to fubdue. 

Thefe unembellifhed f&dls arc too plaia 
and ftriking to require much time from the 
WRITER, or patience from the reader, 
for ferther inveftigation or comprehen- 
fion ; concluding, therefore, this part of 
the animal mechanifm is perfectly under- 
ilood, I (hall proceed to an explanation 
of the a^ive caufes of fuch diforders as 
originate in impurities of the blood, occa- 
fioned by want of motion and confequent 
evacuation. 

It is therefore neceifary we take a furvey 
of a horfe brought from the ftable in a 
ftate of plenitude after temporary inaftivlty, 
when we find the body too full and over- 
Ibaded to make his firft efforts with any 
degree of eafe or pleafure; every one not 
totally abforbed in a ftate of ftupefaftion or 
natural illiteracy, inuft have obferved the 
unremitting attempts and Jirainings of the 
animal to throw off the fuperfluous burthen 
by repeated evacuations fo foon as brought 

Vol. IL P int^ 
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into action. If at all hurried ht£orc the 
carcafe is in fbme degree relieved from its 
accumulated contents, you perceive a wheez- 
ing or difficulty of refpifation, occafioned by 
the preiiure of the ftomach thus loaded^ 
upon the lobes of the lungs, reftraining 
them in their natural elafticity for the pur* 
pofes of expanfion and contraction. 

In this ftate alfo, if his pace is extended 
beyond a walk, you find him break into a 
more violent perfpiration than a horie in 
proper condition and regular exerciie would 
difplay in a long journey, continued at the 
fame rate, without intermiffion. Thefe arc 
all indications of nature not to be miftaken 
or denied, by thofe at all conncfted or con- 
verfant with the fubjecfl before us, and fuf- 
ficiently demonftratc the refulting efleds (d 
continuing to over-load the fyftem with z 
greater quantity of food than there is pro- 
portional exercife to carry offl 

Perspiration (that is the gradual 
emiflion phyfically termed infenfible, as not 
being profufe to perception) will, in evfcn 
gentk exerci/e, take from the fuperflux of 

the 
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Ac ftLooD, what the neceffary evacuations 
of dung ahd urine take from the occumu* 
lated contents of the intestines^ which 
iuffered to remain in an abundant and pre- 
ternatural proportion, muft, by its com- 
pulfivc retention, acquire a degree of putrid 
or acrimonious morbidity inevitably pro- 
ducing difeafe. Thefe morbid attacks aft 
differently upon different fubjefts, accord- 
ing to their flate or tendency, at the time 
of the blood or body's affuming a cor- 
rupt or infedious influence; difplaying it- 
iclf in fuch way as is moft applicable td 
the conftitutional predominance of difeafe 
in the horfe previous to the leafl trait of 
difcovery* 

I fliall, in compliance with my promife in 
the introduiStory part of this work, forbear 
to lead the reader farther into a tedious 
train of remote medical refearches, but re- 
fer him to the different difquifitions of the 
Fohner. volume for any gratification he niay 
wifh to obtain ; letting it fufKce to obferve, 
that from fuch original caufe may arifc 
the various diflrefiing difquietudes fb re- 
peatedly enumerated^ as fwelled legs, cracked 

P z heels. 
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heds, grcafc, afthmatic cough, fret, ftrangury, 
farcy, fever, convulfions, or in iadt any oF 
the numerous difeafes to which horfes arc 
fo confbntly liable. 

Thefe caufes of the various difeafes, fc 
perfedlly clear not only to every fcieatifi 
inveftigator but every rational obfervcr, ar 
w^hat have for time immemorial, in the fta-^ 
bularian dialedt, pafTed under the undefined 
denomination of humours, with the nu- 
merous tribe of equeflrian dependents, from 
the firft ftud groom of the firft fporting 
nobleman, to the moft illiterate flabk boy 
in the kingdom; without a iingle profef- 
iional exertion of refpe(5tability, to wipe 
away the abftrufe and ignorant fubterfiigc 
of attributing the generality of diforder« 
to the eiFedt of humours^ without any per- 
fpicuous attempt to explain in their dif- 
ferent publications, what they have univer- 
fally taken the liberty to condemn. 

I am exceedingly ferry to fay (and fay it I 
do, not from any intentional oppofition or 
difrefpcdl to th? writers) that the more I 
compare former literary opinions with ex- 

perimeijita) 
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pcrimcntal praftlce, the lefs reafon I find to 
be latisfied with what they ventured to 
promulgate; particularly upon the fubjeft 
of humoursy which in all my enquiries and 
minute inveftigations, I could never finc^ 
fyftematically explained, at leaft to encoun- 
ter the eye of profeflion^ infpeftion. 

Bracken, who for years was confidered 
fi prodigy of Veterinarian inftrudlion, 
after condemning the farriers frequent ufe 
and the convenient fubterfuge of the word, 
makes many efforts to go through an elabo- 
rate explanation, that, he fays, " the igno- 
rance and ftupidity of the vulgar are inade- 
quate to ;" but very unluckily, after attack- 
ing the fubjed: in hine different waysy at leaft 
in as many different places, he as repeatedly 
digrefles from the point, without ever coming 
into the probability of an explanatory coa- 
cluiion* 

Bartlet, in his ufual condefcending 
llile of imitation, (or rather compilation) 
affords Jix pages of duodecimo, replete with 
technical abftrufity, colle<5ted from the re- 
mote allufions and eccentric remarks of his 

P 3 learaed 
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learned predeceffor ; beginning with a pro- 
mire of unlimitted explanation, and dlmojt 
immediately taking leave with the foUpwing 
apology, that " what ought to be under^ 
flood by the word humours, wpuld take 
up more time than the brevity we have 
prefcribed ourfelves will admit on." 

Taking* no more time frpn^ the reader 
than is necefiary to explain what has been 
already introduced, and to juitify what is 
to follow, upon the backniid fubjcB of bu^ 
$f:surs ; I advert to fuch profeflipnal remark^ 
as have arilen firom attentive obfervation, 
with occaiional oblique* references to the 
opinions of thclc who have gone before us, 
fnught with temporary popularity; having 
for fuch intn>iuciion, no motive but an 
c^prr at^d ackno\%kdgcd deiire to efbiblifh 

th^^ r^^VTH, bv JL rrorcr and incontroverti^ 

« •* -* 

Mc crittrica cf rnctwal in^ 



v.c.^. 



Asur.itttnj:. tb^a:iccr> the repletion arifing 
t\\n ji uuNTidux cf iiiiccitiry nutriment, 
(ivt Cirxicvi o:f bv thc^ ^riiual excretions 
|w>ttx>ccxi bv ^vo^^i^r cxercife in gauk 
jWATWrf^ to K\\ur.:^;^c whu hcs w Icag paficd 

under 



EXERCISE. 215 

under the vague denomination of humours 9 
without a fear of being controverted by 
^Loy refpeftable opponent ; I (hall proceed 
to the proper mode of redtification in fuch 
cafe, and the degree of diftinilion to be 
jdcertained when fome of the difeafes be- 
fore-mentioned proceed from ^ diiferent 
caufe. 

To effedl this, it is firft neccflary to ob- 
fervc, that when fuch repletion becomes 
perceptible, and is immediately counteraded 
by regular and daily increafing excrcifc, it 
jnay probably (if the horfe is in no con- 
firmed ftate of foulnefs) be again abforbed 
into the circulation, and carried oiF without 
the afliilance of extra evacuations promoted 
J)y medicine. But it fhould be always held 
in remembrance, that fuch exercife muft be 
in the firft inftances, not only of great 
gentlenefs but long duration; ufing no 
violence or fpeedy exertions, till the body 
is by gradual perfeverance perfedlly unload- 
ipd, and the carcafe gnd extremities hay* 
recovered their original form and pliability 1 
when the exercife may be increafed to a 
greater degrep of a^ion, that the fupcr- 

P 4 fluout 
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fluous and offending matter thus abibrbed, 
may tranfpire by the moft natural e£brt of 
perfpu'ation. 

To promote which, with the greater 
lafety and facility, bleeding fhould pre- 
cede in proportion to Jit^j Jirength, and 
condition^ that the real ftate of the blood 
fhould be the more clearly afcertained ; as 
may be found particularly explained in va- 
rious parts of the former volume, where it 
is abfolutely neceflafy its predominant ap* 
pearance (hould undergo critical examinai- 
tion. But in this confcientious recommen- 
dation, I am unavoidably drawn into ad- 
ditional remarks upon the opinions of 
others ; to demonftrate the inconfiftency of 
theirs f as a neceflary prelude to the juflice 
and eftablifhment of my (rivn. And I muft 
confcfs it gives me feme concern, that I 
am under the neceflity of differing in a 
^ngle opinion from authority fo very refpeft- 
able, and judgment fo truly profeflional, as 
his Majefty's Farrier for Scotland, whofe 
elegant publications entitle him to univerfal 
applaufe, for the great pins he has taken 
to elucidate and improve, a fyllem that 

kas 
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lias for ages remained in an acknowledged 
ftate of barbarity and ignorance, 

« 

Mr. Clarke, in his " Obfervations on 
Blood Letting," fays " It is difficult to fix 
any precife ftandard, how we may judge 
either of the healthy or morbid ftate o^ 
the blood in horfes when cold/' This is 
an opinion fo diredtly oppofite to what 
' I have frequently advanced upon former 
occafions, (with reafons at large for in- 
ipeding it in fuch ilate) that my filence 
upon the pafTage alluded to, would bear fa 
much the appearance of pufiUanimity or 
profeffional ignorance, that I gladly avail 
Hiyfclf of the prefent opportunity to fubjoia 
a few words in fupport of the opinion for- 
merly maintained ; but with the mod unful- 
lied refpeft for a writer of fo much perfpi- 
etrity and eminence, whofe abilities I hold in 
the greateil eftimation. 

It may,, as Mr. Clarke feems to think, 
^* be difficult to fix any precife Jlmdard to 
difcover the exadt ftate of the blood when 
cold*^' but I doubt not his candour, upon due 
deliberation, will admit the certainty 

of 
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diilinguiihing its property, or predomi» 
nant tendency, much better in that tondi^ 
tion, than a ftate of liquidity as juft re- 
ceived from the vein, li thzt certainty \% 
admitted, (as I flatter myfelf it will not, 
upon reflexion, be refpedtably denied) i% 
mujft undoubtedly prove much more eli^ 
gible and fatisfad:ory to obtain profeiliona) 
prognoflics in part, than not -to acquire 
any information at alL This being a po- 
fition beyond the power of confutation, it 
is only neceflfary to add a Angle rcmarl; 
arifing from daily prafticc, Jong experi*- 
ence, and accurate obfervation, upon the 
certainty of afcertaining from a minute ex-? 
amination of the blood when coldj the pro* 
portion of crassamentum, serum, size, 
VISCIDITY, probable inflammation or acri- 
mony it contains ; from all which, furtly 
diagnojiics may be rationally formed to regu- 
late future proceedings \ at leafl:, fo I con-^ 
ftantly find it in the courfe of my own 
practice ; and until fuch infpcftion, by any 
deception, fhould convince me of its un- 
certainty and inutility, I {hall not be rea- 
dily induced to alter an opinion founde4 
upon praftical conviftion ; though I mufi 
5 ?tcknow^ 
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^acknowledge there is no publication upon 
thefe fubjedts extant, to whofe diiJJates I 
ihould more cheerfully become a convert, 
than the produftions of the very author, 
whofe opinion, in one injiance^ J am com*» 
pelled to oppoifCf 

It is {q per&dlly in point to adopt the 
irulgarifm of ** killing two birds with ona 
ilone," that I caqmot refift the temptation 
and prefent opportunity to introduce a few 
Wor4s uppn an inconiiflent pafTage in 
Bracken, that equally claflies with an 
opinion of mine frequently introduced in 
piy fprrner volume, where the operation of 
Bleeding, or the Jiate of the blood, ne- 
$:eflarily became matter of recommendation^ 
In page 1 1 1 of his fecond volume, he fays, 
^* the bipod becomes vifcid, poor, and dii^ 
pirited.'* This paflage is fo ftrangely fe- 
^ueftered from comprehenfion, fp ridicu-* 
Jbufly replete with paradoxical obfcunty, 
and fo diredtly contrary to my own obfer- 
yations, founded in pradice, and long fincc 
communicated under the fandtion of invi-, 
okte veracity, that I cannot permit fuch 
a profuiion of profelHooal contrarieties to 

paft 
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pais current upon the public^ without ob-» 
trading a few words to elucidate^ or rather 
txpofe the myftery. 

To eftablifh the credit and juftify the 
Teputation of " The Stable Dircftory," as 
well as to obtain the approbation of thole 
who at no time condemn without infpec** 
tion^ or applaud without reafbn ; I have 
never advanced an opinions or reported a 
faSi^ but what has been founded upon 
principles of incontrovertible information 
CM- acknowledged utility. It has been my 
invariable ftudy to enlighten, not to per- 
plex; what has been too much the fyftem 
of other writers upon fimilar fubje(3:s, may 
be more properly colleded from a revifion 
of their productions, than the pen of a com- 
petitor. But I will venture to aflirm> if 
any part of my obfervations had contained 
io many abiurd contrarieties, or tedious 
and inapplicable digrefiions, as the eIabo-> 
rate volumes of Bracken; the tenth ^di* 
tion of the former volume, or the title page 
of the fecondy could never have met the 
light, in the prefent enlightened fcenc of 
equc^lrian en(|uiry and literary improve* 

went. 
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nient. On the contrary, had I proftituted 
my judgment or my pen, to fo unfcientific a 
declaration as the blood's being ^* vifcid^ poor^ 
and dijpirited^*' the united force of mcnftrual 
criticifm, would have irrevocably doomyed 
ME AND MY OPINIONS to the loweji regtM 
«f oblivion* 

How, at tlw fame time, blood can be 
^* VISCID and poor," or the two words of 
a diredl contrary meaning become fo conve-^ 
niently fynonimous^ I am at a lofs to leam; 
but perfeftly anxious that the profeffional 
cpnfiftency, the fyftematic uniformity of my 
aflertions, may be arraigned and brought to 
ifliie with opinions (b diredtiy oppoiite, I find 
it unavoidably neceflary, to folicit from every 
impartial inveftigator, a comparative view of 
what has been advanced on either Jide refpcft- 
ing the blood, when he will be enabled to 
decide, whofe fyftem approaches neareft to 
truth, fupported by reafon. 

To juftify and corroborate my remarks 
upon Mr. Clarke's idea of V not difcovering 
ing the true ftatc of the blood when cold," 
I muft beg to repeat the very words of mjr 
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opinion previously given to the public in 
the former volume, clafs the third, under the 
head *' Farcy," where will be found the 
ioHowing defcription, neccflarily again fub- 
mittcd to the difquifition of every enlightened 
teadef* 

'• In refpeft to cure, upon the very earlieft 
dppearancef, take away blood in quantity at 
before defcribed ; and after fo doing, attend 
minutely to the quality, which circum« 
itances will enable jrou to form a very (feci* 
five judgment, how foon and to what pro- 
portion the fubjed will bear this evadiadon, 
(hould it again be necefliiry; for according 
to the extra proportion of the Crajfamentum^ 
or Coagulum^ and the fize (or gelatinized 
fubftance upon the furfiice) with the dif- 
proportion of ferum or watery part, it may 
be very readily afcertained how much the 
blood is certainly above or below the iland« 
ard of mediocrity neceflary for the^ abfolutc 

PRESERVATION of hcalth/* 

This is the opinion originally held forth 
in my firft publication, and with fo firm an 
adhereece to truth, founded upon experience, 

that 
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that I never (particularly after fo much addi- 
tional pradice and invefligation) can conde^* 
fcend to change my opinion, and admit its 
uncertainty, in compliment to the unfupported 
fg/? dixit of any pen whatever ; aiui that I oiay 
ftand totally exculpated from the charge of 
pMiJhing an opinion fo contrary to the refpec- 
table authority of Mr. Clarke, I muft beg to 
obferve, that my opinion had not only the 
priority of his in publication, but had been iA 
circulation full two years before Mn 
darkens treatife came into my poiTeflion. 

Wc come now to the judicious declaration 
of Bracken, refpefting the blood that he 
calls ** vifcid^ poor^ and difpiritedi' to cor-- 
fed which unaccountable profeflional flip, 
the abqve quotation will in a certain degrtt 
contribute ; particularly when I fubmit it tx> 
fecolle£tion, that in many parts of my £ot^ 
mer volume (appropriated entirely to medical 
reiearches) I have reprefented vifcid^ Jizsy 
' blood, to be the refulting effed of too much 
plenitude arifing from alimentary repletion 
with a want of proper exercife; while, on 
the contrary^ I have defcribed too ^at 4 
portimx^ of fertim to conftitute an impover*^ 

ijhei 
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ifbed blood in being deprived of its due pf on 
portion of cr ass amen TtfM> as befone ic*- 
cited. 

To renew and corroborate which, I muft 
be permitted to recommend to the retrofpcc- 
tive attention of thofe, anxious to diilinguiih 
between the fpecious delufion of theory and 
Ae eftablifhment of facft, my obfervations in 
the (ame clafs, under the article of '^ mange/' 
where it will be found I have defined the 
poverty of the blood in the following expla* 
natory paiTage. 

** For the blood being by this barren con- 
tribution robbed of what it was by nature 
intended to receive, becomes impoveriihed 
even to a degree of incredibility (by thofc 
unacquainted with the iyftem of repletion 
and circulation); it lofes its tenacity and 
hatfamic adhefive quality, degenerating to an 
acrid ferous vapour, that acquires malignity 
by its preternatural feparation from its origi- 
nal correSior.'* 

Thefe explanations are fb phyfically cor- 
rect, fo perfectly clear, and fo evidently 

adapted 
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ftdipted to every comprehenfion, that I am 
fatisfied to reft the certainty of its procefg, 
and my own profeflional reputation, upon the 
arbitrative decifion of any impartial invefti- 
gator. And that this comparative procefs 
may be brought to a fpeedy termination, 
I fhall only beg leave to obferve, if Mr. 
Clarke's hypothejis^ "that no difcovery 
can be made from the blood when cold^' is 
a faft, or the " vtjcid^ poor, and difpirited 
blooi' of Bracken, can be defined one and 
the fame thing, diverted of paradoxical com-. 
plication, and fuch eccentric opinions are 
founded in truth, and can be fupported by 
incontrovertible faSfs ; my aflertions, however 
fcientific, however eftablifhed by time, and 
confirmed by experience, muft inevitably 
fall unfupported to the ground, unworthy the 
future attention of thofe by whofe approbation 
andapplaufe I have been fo highly honoured. 

Having endeavoured to refcue from public 
prejudice, any hafty decifions that might be 
made upon fuch clafhing opinions undejined \ 
we return to the operation of bleeding, re- 
commended- previous to the conftant exer- 
cife, and with that bleeding an accurate exa- 

VoL. IL Q^ mination 
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mination of the blood when cold ; and this 
upon the bafis of my former opinion again 
repeated, that ihould the crajfamentum (or 
coagulum) be proportionally greater in quan- 
tity to the ferum (or watery part) than the 
ferum to the coagulumj I fhould not helitate 
a moment to pronounce fuch horfe to be; 
above himfelf in condition, more particularly 
if the blood had acquired a vifcid tenacity^ 
perceptible upon its furface. 

When I fay above himfelf in condition, I 
wifli to be imderftood, he is in the very 
ftate we have already defcribed, viz. the whole 
frame is over-loaded by a fuper-abundance 
of nutriment, not carried off by exerciie ; and 
the impurities thus collefted, to have no re- 
ference to latent difeaie, but merely the effeft 
of fuch fuperflux fufpended in the conftitu- 
tion, producing a temporary ftagnation of 
what I have already defined humours to be, 
for want of gradual motion and confequent 
evacuations. This being the exadt ftate of 
a horfe labouring under plethora and its con- 
comitants from fulnefs only, I fhould imme- 
diately adopt the ufe of a mafh each night, 
compofed of malt and bran^ equal parts, 
merely to foften the indurated contents of 

the 
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the mteftinesy and promote tl>eir more expe- 
ditious difcharge during the gradual exer- 
cife in the following days; exciting the 
veflels to an increafed fecretion of urini 
by the interpofition of two ounces of nitre ^ 
thoroughly diffolved in the water of each 
morning, when horfes will in general drink 
it with a greater degree of avidity. This 
plan regularly perfevered in for fix or eight 
days, with daily increafing exercife and good 
fubftantial dreflings in the ftable (more par- 
ticularly patient rubbing of the legs down- 
wards) may be reafonably expected to carry 
off the repletion, in party or all, according 
to the ftate and condition of the horfe, or the 
time of its accumulation. 

On the contrary, {hould the blood in ^ve 
or fix hours after it is taken away, be found to 
contain but a fmall portion of crassamen- 
TUM, in proportion to the much greater of 
SERUM; and fuch coagulum to be of a 
^rid healthy appearance, I could not doubt 
even for a moment but fueh fwellings of 
the legs, cracks, greafe, defluxions of the 
eyes, (or any other complaints ufually arifing 
from fuch caufe) may be the effedt of an 
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acrimcaiousy impoveriihed, and difofrd flatc 
cf the blood; for the doe co tieQiii g' of 
which, proper remedies mzj be iHfchcd firom 
the former Tcdame c^ this work, ondcr the 
disereat clifies and heads to whidi they are 
the moll applicable. 

Dediixions of the eyes arifing frcxn what« 
ever caoic, whether the repktisn alrea^ 
dedned. that h\ its accumnktioQ diilcnds 
the finer venHs in proportioa as the laiger 
;ire over-Ie>id^^i» and in Inch retentioD ac- 
i^ain:< terivlencr to diicife; fireai (iich cr- 
tirml ir^urirs is rh^i ind ifls^i^ or a ic- 
lixevi. ce/v^±:ve* or t?ctn£lvtic a&ctioa of the 
in^mul crr^r.s^ liev ire ill in general deoo* 

r;,\ .uM.'v tr^ir^i iccccilrrlT. Kencc arifes 

■« ^ ^ 

s * \^ ,*...» ^^ ^ «fcw^^.>ww^ ^..^^ni!ii— iiicn in payings 

» % ' 

i K k::::V:::::o;: i::i rrcr^rcr cf wakh have 
iw:^ .v" j:<v,:ri:v' ir.c r::pCir^i:T delcribcd, 
t^MS ^ c/c U X" v^xi.-.: c: I*ii:^ cc irrn^i the plea 
0-: ^ ^.^ xV .: X • cc>: ci.i Abcreit is en? 
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if a threatened diforder in the eye is fup- 
pofed to be the efFed: of repletion and re- 
iulting vifcidttyj ibinc. judgment may be 
formed from a minute examination of the 
bloody which will bear refemblance to the 
ftate accurately explained when tlie horfe is 
too much aboi^e himfelf in condition^ and the 
reffels more or lefs overcharged with impu- 
rities. Exclufive of a fole dependence upon 
which prognofticy much information may be 
collected from external appearance ; the eyes 
are full, heavy, and dull, with an apparent 
tendency to inflammation in the lids above 
and below, and exceedingly turbid in the 
centre; difplaying in fuch ftate a perpetual 
drbwfinefs, his eyes being frequently clofed 
when ftanding in the ftable undifturbed and 
fcemingly unperceived, but without the leaji. 
difebarge tending to difcover the original caufe 
of complaint. 

On the contrary, when arifing from an 
impoyerifhed and acrimonious ftate of the 
blood, the eyes become upon the firft attack 
full and inflamed ; almoft immediately dif- 
charging a (harp fcalding ferum, that is in* 

ceflantly rolling down the cheeks, and in its 

0^3 pafl'age 
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paflagc (by its conftaiit heat and irritation) 
frequently occafions excoriation 5 tibe qre 
gradually contrafting and finking in its orbits 
in proportion to the length and invetcraq^ 
of difeafe. This defluxion is fo very oppo-r 
fite in caufer and effedt, and requires a fyftcm 
of treatment fo very different to the cafe 
juft defcribed, as arifing from a vifcidity in 
the blood, (conftituting humour of a diftincS: 
kind) that a nicer judgment is neceflary thaij 
generally exerted in fuch difcrimination. 

In cafes where one eye only is afFeifted in 
either of the ways before-defcribed, it may 
with a great degree of reafon be attributed 
to external injury, and the refulting pain, 
inflammation, or difcharge, (o far dependent 
upon the original caufe as to be merely fymp- 
tomatic; unlefs from the great irritability 
and exquifite fenfation of the part, fome of 
the humours of the eye fhould be fo feverely 
injured as to occafion its lofs ; a circumftance 
that is too frequently known to happen by 
an accidental blow, but undoubtedly many 
more by thofe wilfully aimed and fatally 
executed. 



As 
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As I have before obferved, one grand error 
has formerly arifen, and is ftill continued by 
all the advocates for, and invincible follow^ers 
oi Ancient Farriery y to treat *^ the humours 
that have fallen into the eyes'* (making ufe 
of their own language) exaftly in the fame 
way ; whether they proceed from any of the 
caufes juft recited, or the long lift of pofli- 
bilities that might be added to the catalogue. 
It is really in reflection a dreadful confidera- 
tion, that experience enables me to proclaim 
£0 ferious a fadt, and with variety of proofs 
to eftablifli the certainty, that more horfes 
are deprived of their eyes and rendered to- 
tally blind, by the unbounded ignorance, 
quackery, and felf-fufficiency of fom^^ with 
the confidence and afFefted medical knowledge 
of others^ than any bodily difeafe or local 
defed: to which the frame is fubjed: in the 
courfe of nature. 

It is a matter of no fmall concern to thofe 
who wifli to fee a rapid improvement in the 
medical management of this ufeful animal, 
to find in cafes of confequence^ upon every en- 
quiry tp difcover the caufe and what methods 

0^4 have 
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have been taken to relieve, all the infor- 
mation muft be derived from interrogato- 
ries to ihcfervant ; who is in general poiTeiied 
of all the myfteryy and the master (how- 
ever valuable the horfe) is frequently found to 
know httle or nothing at all of the naatter. 
The groom's judgment is in general fo per- 
fedly infallible^ that it would be abfolute 
prclumption in his employer, to enquire into 
the caufe of complaint oir method of cure ; 
yet upon accurate inveftigation of thefe ex^ 
tenfive abilities, we find very flender caufe 
for the unhmited confidence and implicit opi- 
nion of the niafler. If enquiry is made 
whether tlie horfe has been bled, and we. are 
anfwered he has, we are already arrived at 
the ultimatum of information; for what quan^ 
tity was taken away, or whjt quality it was 
WHEN COLD, muft remain in its formcr ob-^ 
fcurity ; one general anfwer fuffices for every 
queflion ; and with a blufti of confcious Jtupi-- 
dityy we are told, the horfe wa^ '^ bki on the 
dunghill'' By this fpecimen of enlightened 
information, every additional fuggeftion may 
may be fairly fuppofed equally conclu/ii)e and 
JqtisfaBory^ 

However, 
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. However, to avoid farther digreflion in the 
prefent inftance, and come to a palpable de- 
monftration of an aflertion juft made; I fhall 
very concifely introduce from the multiplicity 
that have occurred, two recent cafes only, as 
diredly applicable to our prefent purpofe of 
corroboration 1 and it is rather remarkable 
they (hould both happen on the fame day, 
and within a very £hort time of this repre- 
fentation going to prefs, the horfes being the 
property of perfons of the * firft fafliion, and 
each of them fent upwards of twenty miles 
for my opinion. 

The firft was a hunter of high qualifi-- 
cations and confiderable eftimation ; upon ac-^ 
curate examination I found him in the exaft 
ftate I have defcribed when labouring under a 
defluxion of the eyes, (arifing from a difeafed 
and acrimonious ftate of the blood) the dif- 
charge from which, in its long continuance 
and feverity, had " fretted channels in his 
cheeks ;" the eyes were fo very much periflied 
that they were abfolutely contradted in their 
orbs, the frame weak and emaciated, difplay- 
ing a fpedtacle with very flender and difcou- 
raging hopes of reftificationt 

Anxious 
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Anxious to obtain every podible informa* 
tion upon fo extraordinary and unpromifing 
a cafe^ I commenced my enquiiy with cau^ 
tion> and continued it with precifion> to the 
attainment of every particular ilep that had 
been taken for his relief; and douht not but 
every reader will be as much fiirprifed in the 
perufal, as I muft have been in the recital> 
when he is informed^ that the horfe had 
been in this gradually encreafing ](late for two 
months ; with the additional mortification to 
the parties, that every method adopted for his 
improvement had evidently contributed to his 
diiadvantage. 

Every degree of admiration, however natu« 
rally excited by the force of this refle<9ion, 
will as naturally fubfide when the communi- 
cation of the meflenger and the ftate of the 
horfe have undergone a little deliberative re- 
trofpeftion. In the firft inftance, his keep 
was fo reduced as barely to fubfift nature 5 
be had undergone ^'y^ bleedings^ (without the 
leaft reference to either quantity or quality) 
three dofes of ftrong mercurial phyfic, two 
ounces of nitre a day from the origin of 
complaint ; and lafily^ to render cqmpletc a 

iyfteni 
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fyftem df iflconfiftencies, a rowel had been 
iioferted, as if the whole procefs had been 
Mitentionally calculated to encreafe the caufc 
and inveteracy of difeafe. From the ill ef- 
fcfts of this cafe (which is critically accurate 
and authentic) maybe derived a leflbn of the 
greateft utility to thofe who, perfedHy happy 
in the vortex of perfonal confidence and felf- 
fufficiency, fo frequently become the dupes of 
their own imaginary fuperiority and indifcre-^ 
{ion. 

If the caufe had been inflammatory, aris- 
ing from the vifible ^fFedt of plenitude, vif^ 
cidityy or grofs impurities in the habit, the 
i^arious evacuations might have been rotation-* 
ally adopted, and juftified upon the principles 
of rational practice and medical coilfiftency ; 
but unfortunately, in the prefent inftance, 
whatever tended to reduce the fyftem and 
diflblve the craflamentum of the blood, in- 
evitably encreafed the very evil they were 
endeavouring to mitigate. It was equally 
remarkable and extraordinary, that no one 
article was brought into ufe but what be- 
came additionally injurious to the caufe it 
yira§ intended to ferve j all which might have 

beea 
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been prevented by the precaatkm of minutely 
infpedingy and properly comprefaending, the 
cra/ls of the blood ; the indifpenfible neceffi^ 
of which, I am anxioufly induced to hope> 
will acquire fuch weight with tbofe who 
are adequate to the talk of decifion, that it 
will in future become a bufinefs of more gene-* 
ral invefligation. 

The repeated bleedings^ the reduction of 
aliment^ the perpetual adminiftration of mtre, 
(attenuating the blood that was before too 
ierous and watery) the injudicious interpo- 
£tion of purges^ and laftly, the infertion of 
the rowel to affift in the general devaftation, 
certainly exceeds every idea that could have 
been formed of random quackery and bodily 
depredation ; this is, however, no more than 
one reprefentation of what is eternally carry- 
ing on in different places under the infpec- 
tion of thofe, who are too illiterate to poflefs 
a confident opinion oi their own^ and too im- 
pertinently conceited to folicit afliftance from 
others. 

Defpairing of fuccefs by any relief that 
could be obtained from medicine, I or-- 

dered 
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dered the fyftem to be immediately invigo- 
rated with increafcd fupplies of food, that by 
forming the means of nutrition, the crafla-^ 
men turn of the blood might be augmented ; 
affifting this with a pedloral cordial ball every 
morning, not more to enliven the circulation, 
than by warm and gentle ftimulation to re- 
ftore the tone of the ftomach and inteftines, 
totally debilitated by the injudicious admini- 
ftration of mercurial cathartics ^ aud the long 
and improper ufe of the nitre. Thefe de- 
iirable points being obtained, I recommended, 
at the end of fix or (twtn days, the fair trial 
of a courfe of the advertifed Alterative 
Powders, to gradually obtund the acri- 
monious particles of the blood, with the 
external application of the Vegeto Mineral ^ 
properly proportioned to allay the irrita- 
tion ; but I muft confefs, without any great 
hope of fucceeding in parts of the frame 
fo very remote from the adtive power of 
medicine. 

The other was the cafe of a Coach 
Horse, little lefs Angular in its mode of 
treatment ; a$ no one ftep taken feem^ to 

be 
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be at all regulated by any well-fouiided iif-rf 
tention of utility. The eyes (one more par- 
ticularly) had been fome months in a ftate 
of failure and flu<5hiation, alternately pro- 
ducing hope and defpair; when^ after un- 
dergoing every experimient at home without 
even a probability of fu.ccefs, he v^^as con- 
figned to my infpe<aion, with a defire that I 
would be very minute in my inflrudtions, 
which fhould be implicitly obeyed. . Upon 
examination, I difcovered the defeft to have 
taken its feat in the hun^oufs of the eye^ 
with no external inflammation attending, nor 
afiy other predominant trait than a dull cloudy 
afped: of the entire orb ; difplaying a pearly 
tint upon the outer edge of the cornea, 
furrounded by the tunica fclerotis, indicating 
the great probability of film and opacityy 
conftituting in its gradual termination total 
llindnefs. 

This horfe I found, upon enquiry, had 
been treated in a way nearly fimilar to 
what we have juft delcribed; for having 
been repeatedly bled and purged^ he had 
been fubfifted upon hot majhes^ and fur- 
^iflied with four ounces of nitre a day in 

his 
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his water for weeks together ; had received 
the farrier's operative contribution of a rowel i 
and, to fum up the total of empirical fpe- 
culation, and to verify the vulgar adage of 
** tie more, cooks, Gfc." the meffenger (who 
was the commanding officer in the ftabularian 
department) confidentially entruftedme 
with a fecret remedy of his own he had 
privately adopted ; ** the propriety and fafety 
of which application, he did not at all doubt 
but I fhould applaud, as it was, in general, 
a perfect cure for bad eyes of every kindi 
and was no more than two ounces or 
BLUE VITRIOL diffolved in a quart oi fpring 
water ^ with which the eyes were to be weU 
wafhed every night and morning." What- 
ever may be my inclination, however highly 
I may be again difpofed to animadvert 
upon thefe afts of defperation or 'madnefs^ 
(for fo I muft be permitted to term them) 
I fhall here drop the curtain upon the in- 
vincible ignorance and cruelty of this prac- 
tice ; referring the reader to various parts of 
the former volume, where he will be am- 
ply furniftied with obfervations at large, 
perfectly applicable to the mode of treat- 
ment 
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mcnt fo ridiculoufly adapted to the cafes ill 
queflion. 

Not entertaining the leaft doubt but upon 
thefe reprefentations, by much the greate^ 
part of the judicious and enlightened world 
will perfedlly coincide with me in an opmion 
not be eradicated ; that numbers of horfes 
annually lofe not only their eyes but their 
lives y by the dreadful effefts of unbounded 
ignorance arid confidence ; that it is to be 
lamented, too frequently aft in conjundHon, 
to the palpable prejudice of undifcerning cre- 
dulity. Confidering this a faft too fiibftantial 
to be (haken by fpeculative or inexperienced 
opinions, it becomes for the completion of 
our purpofe, abfolutely neceflary we advert to 
the mifchiefs fo frequently occafioned by the 
fafliionable and indifcriminate ufe of nitre ^ in 
confequence of the general encomiums of 
former writers, before its properties were fo 
critically afcertained \ which added to the pe- 
cuniary eafe of acquifition, has brought the 
article into too great a degree of conftant ufe, 
in almoft every cafe, without a relative con- 
fiderat^on to its medical property, the caufe 

or 
8 
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br fymptoms of difeafe, its injurious tendenc^^ 
in fome cafes, or evident deftruftion ill 
others,' as in the former of the two juft de- 
fcribed^ 

That the frequent u/e znd ai^u/e of nitrej 
may not only be better underftood but 
more perfedtly retained in memory; as well 
as to eftablifh the propriety of its ufe in 
fome cafes y and to confirm the juftice of my 
affertion refpeiting its prejudicial effedts iri 
others y I muft be under the neceflity of in- 
troducing the repetition of a few lines defcrip- 
tive of its properties, fo particularly enlarged 
upon in my former volume, where it may 
be found by reference fo the index. In ani- 
madverfion upon the unlimited eulogiupis 
of Bartlet, who has, without proper 
difcrimination, recommended its frequent ufe 
to ** three or four ounces three times -a day^'\ 
I have faid, 

** He urges the adminiftration of it to at- 
tenuate and thin the denfe fizy blood during 
the effedt of inflammatory fever; this pro- 
perty of attenuation being allowed, what muft 
be the natural conclufion and confcquence 

Vol. IL R of 
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of giving it in fuch large proportions ? Why 
every profejfional man^ knowing the mode by 
which it muft inevitably afFedl the circula- 
tion, would naturally expedt it to dijGTolve 
the very craflamentuih of the blood, and 
reduce it to an abfolute ferum or aqueous 
vapour/* 

Admitting this reprefentation of its anaU- 
fi;ed properties to ftand incontroverted, what 
muft prove its evident cffefts upon the crqfis 
of the bhody already too much impoveri(hcd 
for " the ftandard of mediocrity neceflaiy to 
the prefer vation of health ?" and how dtf- 
treflingly erroneous muft have been its intro- 
duftion and continuance, in the former caic 
of the two we have recited ! to elucidate its 
deftrudive tendency in which, the prcfent 
repetition of its defcription is particularly 
applied. 

It is abfolutely aftonifhing how very much 
tlme^ aflifted by the torrent of popular im- 
preffion, may pervert the beft intentions to 
the worft of purpofes ; this has been fo truly 
the cafe in the frequent proftitution of this 
medicine, that little need be introduced to 

infure 
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infure its credibility. Nitre is the general 
arcanum for every ill, while one-half of 
tKofe who prefcribe, and the other half who 
give it, may be equally ftrangers to its ef- 
fe^s or mode of operation. If a horfe ii 
attacked with cold from an obftrudlion of* 
the pores, that has thrown the perfpirable 
matter upon the eyes, tungs, or glandular 
parts, what is the eftabliflied remedy ? Nitre f 
laflanMiatory fever enfUes, what follows ? 
Nitre/ Swelled legs, cracked heels, or 

grcafc^ Nitre/ Bad eyes (from whatever 
caufe) ? Nitre / In fadt, fuch is the predomi- 
nant rage of fafhionable phrenzy, that fhould 
any cafe arife, hearing in experience no pa- 
lliognomonic fymptoms to a(certain the cer- 
itaiAly or probable affinity of difeafe, its 
-^gicx or termination. Nitre, y/ixh fagacious 
grooms and condefcending farrier s^ muft be- 
•cx)me the grand fpecific ; to which infatua- 
tion, ! am much inclined to believe Bart- 
let's unbounded partiality, and its ec&o from 
ooc conjurer to another y has very much con* 
l^ibuted^ 

A ctiain of attentive obfervations, c6lle6led 
in the courife of long experience, has fully 

R a juftified 
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juftified me in a former opinion, that liu-^ 
merous injuries are fuftained, and ills infH^" 
cd, upon horfes of gentlemen by the ha- 
zardous experiments of grooms and fervants ; 
who piqueing themfelves upon heterogene- 
ous and felf-planned compofitions or obfolete 
prefcriptions, encreafe danger or promote, 
deftrudlion without detection. And what 
renders the bufinefs a ipatter of more feri- 
ous confideration, is the unaccountable ob- 
llinacy, pride, and Jiabularian confequence 
(of all other the moft difgufling) annexed to 
their qffeBed knowledge and phyjfcal penetra^. 
tion. Too ignorant to be convinced, and tooij 
rude to become fubfervient, expoftulation 
explanation can hold no weight in the fcaloi 
of converfction ; confequently no reforma- 
tion can be expedted in fuch infernal fyftem 
of domeftic deception and dejftrudtive quack- 
ery, unlefs gentlemen, for the promotion of 
their own intereft and the fafety of their 
ftuds, will condefcend to exert their autho- 
rity, and abolifli a cuflom in the encourage- 
ment or permilTion of which they are fo 
materially injured. To the eftablifhment of 
this £i(^t, a numerous catalogue of inoft 
fubflantial proofs are \^ ithin my own know- 
3 ledge, 
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ledge, was their communication of the leaft 
utility, ip confirming an aflertion that will, 
I believe, be readily admitted by all the world 
without exception. 

From fuch medical remarks as unavoida- 
bly branch diredly from the fubjeft, wc 
return to exercife; the great importance of 
which cannot be too perfeftly underftood, or 
regularly perfevered in for the prefervation 
■ ^ of health. Having, I believe, properly de- 
. fined the phyfical efFed:s of gradual motion, 
ib far as it appertains to the animal oeconomy 
r in fecretion and excretion, (with its confe- 
[' quent advantages in air and exercife) it be- 
pjj^comes neceflary to introduce fuch general 
rules as eftablifh the bafis of regular exercife, 
although the time and manner muft ever be 
regulated by the temper and caprice of the 
parties, feafon of the year, fituation, wea-r 
ther, and other contingencies not to be go-*- 
verned by the privilege of the pen, or the 
power of the prefs. 

The apology for, or rather burlefque upon, 
the exercife of horfes (or more properly 
invalids) in the livery ftables of London, 

R 3 is 
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is evidently calculated to complete the mea- 
fure of mifery fo fully explained in our 
laft chapter, particularly in the winter fea- 
fon; that it is neceflarily a matter of pre- 
vious confideration to fuch inftrudtions as 
v^e may hereafter introduce under this head. 
The poor animals I now allude to, feeni 
to exift as an almoft different fpecies to 
thofe enjoying the inexpreffible advantages 
of country airy Jirong exerctje^ and rural 
management. Here you perceive all fpirit, 
animation, and vigour, yvith both the horfeS 
and their attendants : in the metropolis, bg** 
dily infirmities and debilitation with one; 
idlenefsy deceptionj jlothy and dejeStion witl; 
the other. In fadt, the caufes and cffeds 
have been fo perfedly clear in th^ gantkt 
of perfonal infpeftion and pecuniary ex- 
perience, when the prevalence of fafhion 
(or rather folly) influenced me to keep 
tnjoo in fuch Jitiiationy that no inducement 
. whatever fliould prevail on me to leave 
a horfe of the leaft value open to the in- 
ccnveniencies of fuch ftate for twent3N-four 
Jiours J perfedly convinced he would have 
pvery probable chance of fuftaining greatef 
injuries than might be obliterated in twice 

fwentVf 
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twenty-four days. The more we inveftigate 
this bufinefs, the lefs fatisfaAion it will 
afford to the parties m6,re immediately in- 
tcrefted in the explanation; particularly to 
thofe whofe fituations in life, or profef- 
iional avocations, leave them without an al- 
ternative. 

After taking a retrofpedive view of the 
*' Stabling" already defcribed, let it be 
remembered, that what they call exercife 
depends entirely upon the inclination and 
convenience of the motley crew to whom 
the management of the. yard, and fuper- 
intendance of the horfes are entrufted; 
thefe are a fort in general feledled as the 
greateft adepts in falfhood and impofition, 
beft adapted to the convenient purpofes of 
the mafter, and the purified principles of 
a ftable-yard proficiency. When fuch ex- 
ercife is, however, correfponding with the 
inclination and convenience of the parties we 
dcfcribe ; obferve in its manner how little it 
is calculated to promote the very purpofes 
for which it is intended. 

•jrhe horfe is brought in general from the 

R 4 evapo- 
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evaporating fleams of the moft volatile falts, 
with the perfpirative pores all open, parch.- 
ing v^ith thirft, to a large open trough of 
cold w^ater, (v^ith little refpe<5l to feafon) 
where he is permitted to fatiate the appetite, 
unreftrained by judgment or fear of confe- 
quence ; till chilled by the frigidity of the 
element, the porous fyftem becomes io- 
ftantly coUapfed, and you perceive by at- 
tention, the tail almofl immediately clung 
to the hind quarters ; a violent trembling and 
bodily agitation fucceeds, and the perfpira- 
tive matter thus obftrufted in its very oB 
of JliiSluatiorii (through every part of the 
frame) lays the foundation of various ills, 
that however they might have been avoided 
in the firft inftance, cannot be prevented in 
the laft. 

This ceremony is fucceeded by one of 
two others equally prejudicial to the frame 
in general, however its ill effects may not 
prove immediately difcernable ; but remain 
dormant fome fhort fpace of time in the 
habit before it is difplayed in one of the 
many difeafes fo repeatedly defcribed in 
different parts of the lafl and prefent chap- 
ters. 
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ters. For fo foon as the horfe has been 
thus permitted to glut himfclf with an im-- 
moderate quantity of the cold water before-- 
mentioned, he is dire<3:ly configned to his 
ftally where its injurious efFefts are prefently 
vifible in a fevere rigor, or violent fit of 
ihaking, not unlike the painful paroxyfm of 
an intermittent ; producing an almoft inftan- 
taneous contradlion of the cutaneous paflages, 
and " flaring of the coat," (as it is called) 
when we obferve. 



*' Each particular Hair to ftand on End 
** Like Quills upon the fretful Porcupine. 
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The alternative to this pradice is fb tho- 
roughly contemptible, that it is abfolutelj 
difficult to decide which is the mofl de- 
UruiSive or dangerous of the two; for if 
the plan above-defcribed is not adopted, 
but at times admits of variation, it is 
dircdtly in the following way : The horfe 
thus watered, is immediately mounted by 
one of the juvenile ragamiiffinsy who con- 
flantly give daily attendance at thofe recep- 
tacles, to obtain a proficiency in the arts 
pf ridingj crueltyy and perjecution. Two 
or three .of the horfes at a time, and in 

this 
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this ftate, arc put into a coorfe of cXer^ 
cifc, and woeful exercife it certainly is with 
a witnefs ; for without the Icaft previous 
gentle walking, to expedite the gradual 
evacuation of excrements fo long retained 
for want of motion, they are inftantly trot- 
ted, gallopped, and perpetually turned at 
each end of a Abort ride, in fuch fcene of in- 
cefiant confufion for a length of time with- 
out remifEon* The ftomach and inteilines 
l>eing over-loaded with their contents, the 
liorfe is totally inadequate to rapidity of 
motion without great bodily diftrefs j a few 
minutes therefore puts him into a wonderful 
degree of perfpiration ; when evidently la- 
bouring under a difficulty of refpiration and 
difquietude, he is returned tottering to the 
ftaBle, and there left to grow *^ cool at lei- 
fure;" laying, in another way, the founda- 
tion of thofe difeafes rcfulting from a coUap^ 
lion of the porous fyftem, and ftagnation of 
perfpirable matter, too fubftantial to be re-* 
forbed into the circulation. 

Taking leave for the prcfent of Aable 
4i^tiplinc, fo truly defpicabfc that farther 

defcrip- 
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dcfeription might be confidered a profti- 
totion of both titae and paper, wc necef- 
&n\y return to the gradations of cxercife 
bcft adapted to the different degrees erf 
horfes, according to their various ftates of 
condition. Many calculations have beeu^ 
made upon the pofTible labour and conti*-' 
Hued exertions of this fpecies, and we arp 
by no mean3 ignorant of their great and 
aknoft incredible execution, when brought 
(for the decifion of bets) into trial§ of feve-* 
fity upon the turf or road^ both in fpeed and 
duration. 

The diftindion to be made in the pre^ 
fent inftance, is only the line between what 
is to be confidered as work, and what a^ 
the falutary intervention of exerct/e; opiU 
pions (fo near as fpeculative attention can 
form a degree of confiftency) admit, that 
Jiorfes of moderate qualifications and mode-* 
irately fupported, will conftantly travel, or 
journey in their accnftpmed employment, 
from fixteen to twenty miles every day^ 
through the year, without the leaft incon- 
venience or bodily debilitation, more thaa 
^hat natyrally arifes from the increafing age 
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of the fubjeift. This, however, being fixed 
as a kind of conditional ilandard, or general 
criterion, cannot be fuppofed to be held rrr- 
tically correct with all horfes, without diflinc- 
tion ; as there are many that will confequently 
bear much more labour and fatigue, from 
greater bodily ftrength, inherent fpirit, or 
conftitutional ftamina, than others that &11 
very far fhort in conftant work and execution, 
from a want of thofe perfections (6 truly va- 
luable in horfes of the former defcription. 

As I have before faid, exercife, in all its 
particulars of manner^ dijlance^ and duration^ 
muft be entirely regulated by contingent re- 
fledions upon the healthy Jiate, and condition 
of the fubjedt ; fo it muft be perfedly clear, 
that the recommendation of certain exercife 
to horfes in a high flate of health and con- 
dition, cannot be fuppofed to extend to thofe 
under phyfic, or in different ftates of, or re- 
covery from, difeafe : Such muft unavoid- 
ably receive judicious regulations from the 
parties concerned; as the kind of daily ex- 
ercife we now have in contemplation, only 
appertains to horfes in health, the preferva- 
tion of which is the prefent ^bjed: of con- 

fideration* 
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^deration. All the obfervations under this 
head, having been introduced to demonftrate 

the UTILITY OF EXERCISE IN GENERAL, 

and the ills that certainly arife from the want 
of it J more than to lay down fpecific rule* 
for the daily exercife of particular horfes ; 
fuch inftruftions will be found included un- 
der the management of Hunters and Road 
Horses, when we come to enlarge upon 
thofe different heads. 



ROWELLING 

HAS been to the credulous and illiterate 
oipdfi times J exadily what the fafcinating in- 
fatuation of ANIMAL MAGNETISM prOVeS 

to the dupes of the prefent; like humours, 
it has been played upon by moft writers in ro- 
tation, without an explanatory line in its favour 
to produce fatisfad:ory/^r(?2/^ of its mechanical 
procefs or eftabliihed u tili ty . Bracken, who 
hardly ever gave caufe of complaint for abridg- 
ing his fubjed, but generally moft condefcend- 
ingly fpun it (by a variety of branches) to 
an. almoji indivifible thready deviated in this 
inftance from his ufual cuftom ; and after in- 
troducing 
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troducing the fubjedt with a certain degree of 
dignity annexed to its importance, by teUing 
us^ ^^ he once thought not to have made a 
particular chapter upon rowelling^*' he be^m ^ 
and concludes that very chapter, of io mucb 
confequence, in ih^ Jingle duodecimo page 321, 
of his firf): volume. In this page, and upon 
this bufinefs, I had very much wiifafid to have 
enlarged my ovfn ideas, and improved my 
judgment; more particularly, upon the alM 
ftrufe efFedls of a fubjeft, whofe peribnal or 
literary advocates have been hitherto enabled 
to advance but little in profeilional fupport 
of their favourite operation. 

To obtain fatisfadtory information and (yf- 
tematic knowledge upon the efficacy of 
ROWELS, when judicioufly inferted, I have 
been for years ftudioufly induftrious to better 
my opinion by the moil inquifitive atten- 
tion to every atte?npt at definition^ from 
thofe who were remarkable for their extent 
five pradtice to thofe who were no lefs fin- 
gular for their illiteracy; in anxious hope 
thar//w^, or drcumfiancey might Gontribute 
more to a gratification of my wilh th» 
my expectation. To avoid troubling tiie 

Reader 
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Reader with tedious or unneceflary quota- 
tions, I (hall let it fuffice to introduce fucb 
abbreviations only as become perfeftly ap- 
plicable to our future remarks upon the fub- 
jeft before us. 

Bracken juftly obferves, " Rowelling is 
the common rcfource of Farriers in general ; 
amongft whom, he could nev^r find one that 
could give a fatisfadlory account of the ufe or 
abufe^ but they all tell you, a rowel is to 
draw off the bad or corrupt humours from 
Ae blood; and this is to cure almoft every 
diforder, according to their way of reafon- 
ing/' This affertion is fo fl:ri<flly true, that 
I will cheerfully confent to its confirmation, 
upon the experimental enquiries of the laft 
twenty years; and declare, I never could 
acquire from the Vulcanian profojfors^ a more 
technical or enlightened defcription of the 
OPERATIVE EFFECTS, than the j'* poor epi^ 
tome'' he acknowledges to h?ive received. 

In this communication there is nothing 
very extraordinary ; but it is not (o in what 
is to follow, and is worthy obfervation. In the 
fame j)ag^ and almofl the next line^ he tells 

9 us. 
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us, '* it is good in a great many difeafes ;'* 
and inftantly fays : " The horfe might as 
well, nay better, lofe as much blood every 
day as he does matter by the rowel ; for it isr - 
as certainly blood as that in the veins, barring 
the colour, which makes no ciTential differ- 
ence ; and he is very much of opinion that 
feveral cures are vvholly attributed to rons^eU 
lingj when reft and patience are the princi-* 
pal inftruments or agents that perform it." 

Is thefe any one reader who will not be 
greatly furprifed, and as highly entertained, 
when he is informed that the writer, who 
has recommended the ufe of rowels for the 
cure of various difeafes, in compliance with 
the force of that very cuftom he condemns, 
Ihould in the fame page, and comparatively 
with the fame breath, inftantly reprobate the 
practice, as abfolutely drawing fo much blood 
from the veins*, pofTefling at the fame time 
fo great a verfatility of literary genius, fo per- 
fect a pantomimic tranfpofition of words and 
opinions, that we find him (p. 85.) prefcrib- 
ing '* bleeding, purging, and ro welling in 
feveral places at once, for one rowel is of 
little avail for many reafons ; and thefe fliould 

continue 
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continue running a confiderable time, at leaft 
a fortnight or three weeks*" In page 99, he 
believes they may be ufeful in many difor- 
ders^ *^ provided there be made a fufficient 
number of them ;" but as to the parts of the 
body, whether behind the ears, in the breaft, 
or under the horfe's belly, he thinks it is 
much the fame thing ; " for in reality, they 
are fio more than adding a number of anuss 
Kyx fundaments y fo that nature may meet 
with them in feveral parts of the body, and 
not be-put to the trouble of going th.e more 
tedious and common round of circulation in 
order for a difcharge by excrement or dung*'' 

Can it be pofiibly rieceffary for me to offer 
a fingle line in apology for the introdudtion 
of aflertions fo exceedingly oppofite from, the 
dsdfit pen ; or a refinement of thought and 
fublimity of language in the latter, not to be 
exceeded by any hypothetical reafoning or fer- 
tility of invention ever iifued from the prefs ? 
T\i^^i^t2ioi artificial fundaments, to fave na- 
ture the trouble of going the more tedious 
and common road by the anus, is not only fo 
: truly great and inimitable ; fo very contrary to 
and fo far furpaffing the aflertion of Osmer, 

Vol- IL S that 
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confcquence in medical management, th^C 
it becomes matter of admiration, how the 
enlightened part of the world can be fo fre- 
quently made the dupes of a moft confum- 
mate ignorance; without fummoning to 
their afliltance an opinion of their own, to 
juftify the confiftency or prevent the error 
of fuch proceeding. For my own part, after 
endeavouring moft induftrioufly for many 
years, to fathom the depth of a Farriers in- 
telled:ual and profeflional abilities, without 
being enabled to place any part to their ere- 
dii accompt ; and conftantly drawing a men- 
tal comparifon between the good they might 
pojfibly do J and the mifchief they would 
certainly occajion^ I have long fince found it 
neceflary to decline every dependence upon 
cither : feeling myfelf perfeftly juftified in 
recommending it moft heartily to every 
reader pofleffing the leaft attachment to the 
fpecies ; never to fuiFer a medicine to be 
given, or an operation to be performed, be- 
fore the expedled procefs of the former^ 
and the intentiojial efFed: of the latter 
are previoufly explained to his entire fatis- 
faftion. 

This 
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This I am the more readily induced to 
do, by the inceflant infertion of rowels and 
adminiftration of drinks, by parties fo con- 
feffedly ignorant, they can never aflign the 
leaft reafon for the operative fuccefg. of one, 
, or the expedted medical relief from the 
other. It is not long fince I became an ac- 
cidental fpecSator to a cafe of great danger 
and almoft immediate diflblution, v^hen the 
horfe was in the flings nearly exhaufled, 
with only a few hours to live ; and was con- 
icqucntly very much furprifed to hear a 
Farrier of fafliionable local eminence, earn- 
cftly recommend and attempt to proceed 
to the infertion of a multiplicity of rowels, 
(that were however not permitted by the 
owner) ; when the 'horfe was inevitably 
doomed to death long before the rowels 
could have taken any other efFedl, than in 
their confequent inflammation (previous to 
maturation) to have encreafed his mifery and 
rendered his lafl: moments the more excru- 
ciating. However, if the owner had con- 
iented, the operations would have been per- 
formed, and the reward expected, confe- 
Qxicntly /ome purfq/e znfwcrcd. 

S3 I con- 



I 
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I confidered myfelf exceedingly lucky, in 
fo favourable an opportunity, to acquire ibme- 
thing peribnally £itisfad:ory upon the ope* 
rative procefs and probable ctkGt of rowels 
upon the frame and habit, from one who 
had fo confidently recommended their im- 
mediate ufe in a cafe of fo much emer- 
gency; and really expefted, from the cx- 
tenfive prai^icp of the party and the gene- 
ral acknowledgement of his pradtical abili- 
ties, that I (hould have been in a propor- 
tional degree gratified; but forry I am to 
confefs, after every diredt attack, oblique 
infinuation, and crofs examination, he was 
fo well Jbrti^d in his entrenchments^ that I 
could derive no greater degree of informa- 
tion than ^^ they were the likelieji things to 
do him good." 

This, among many other recommenda- 
tions of rowelling, upon foundations equally 
ridiculous, brings to my mind another in- 
flance of the indifcriminate ufe of rowels, 
with no other reafon on e^th than a felf- 
interefted reference to the pecuniary com- 
pepfation annexed to the ceremony of opera- 
tion. A few weeks fince, an intimate friend 
calling upon me one morning, informed me, 
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he had met with an unlucky circumftance ; 
for having unexpedledly fold his horfe on 
the Saturday at Reading, without any pre- 
vious intention of fo doing, he was by agree- . 
ment to be delivered on the Monday .morn* 
ing ; at which time the purchafer difcovering 
a violent inflammation and difcharge from one 
of the eyes, (which was not in that condi- 
tion at the time of purchafe) he objected to 
receiving him ; but its being concluded the 
temporary effedt of a iiu, blow^ or coldy he 
at length agreed to take him away, with the 
privilege of returning him at any time within 
n weeky if fuch appearance was not entirely 
femoved. This not happening, the horfe 
was returned ; and my friend had then left 
him in the hands of the fmitb, (or far^- 
]ti£R) who had that moment taken away 
two quarts of blood, and was, when he 
came away, juft going to put in a rowel 
bdow the breaft, to draw off the humouh 
that was fettled in the eye; that he had 
fllfo recommended the ufe of nitre and ful-^ 
fjbur : and as he had plenty at homey he 
fhould give him an ounce of each, night and 
piorning. 

S 4 The 
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The rapid accumulation and combination 
of remedies naturally excited fome expofhila-- 
tion, and influenced me to afk, whether there 
were any predominant reafbns (exclufive of 
the interefted recommendation of the ope- 
rator) that induced him fo foon to permit 
the infertion of the rowel, before he had 
waited even twenty-four hoursy to obferve 
whether any advantage had been derived 
from the bleeding, which was certainly the 
iirft and beft ftep that could have been 
taken ? Finding alfo, upon minute enquiry, 
that there was a great probability of its hav- 
ing been occafioned by a bite or blow among 
other horfes, when replaced in the ftable, 
between the time of his having been agreed 
for and brought away ^ I prevailed on him to 
poftpone the rowel, (which he had but juft 
time to do, as the incifion was made before 
his return) relinquifh his nitrous^ fulphureous 
intention for the prefent, and leave his horfe 
in my ftable ; which having cheerfully com^ 
plied with, the eye was perfedly found and 
clear in a few days, with no other afTiftance 
than a flight waihing twice a day with a 
fponge, plentifully impregnated with cold 
fpring water. 

This 
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This circumftance, of very little confe- 
quence in itfelf, is introduced to corrobo-^ 
rate the affertion, that rowels are frequently 
and injudicioufly brought into practice, with- 
out reafon in the operator, or reflexion in 
the owner; who generally alarmed upon 
every flight occaiion, feizes the firft twig of 
confolation, without giving the matter fuch 
confideration as would enable him to recol* 
ledt every probable remedy fhould have rea-^ 
SON for its foundation ; upon the profpeSl of 
which he would certainly be, in moft cafes, 
as capable of deciding as his scientific 
INSTRUCTOR. But what renders the reci^ 
tal of fo trivial a bufinefs applicable to our 
prefent purpofe is, the expeditious cure that 
mufl inevitably have been attributed to the 
ROWEL, with no fmall portion of colla- 
teral merit to thofe ufeful auxiliaries, the 
Julphur and nitre^ had they been (luckily for 
the advifer) concerned in a work, that na- 
ture would fo frequently perform by her 
own ejfFbrts, if not inceffantly counteracted 
by thofe who neither comprehend her ceco- 
nomy, nor condefcend to confult her indi* 
i:ations. . 

I Having 
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Having introduced what became abfolutc- 
ly unavoidable, to demonftrate the frequent 
abfurdity (from long ftanding, and invinci-- 
blc cuftom) of applying rowels in many cafes, 
without the leaft well founded reafon for 
their ufe ; it becomes neceflary to difcover, 
by fcientific enquiry, what can be advanced 
in proof of the^fuppofed utility, that has for 
ages rendered them the profeffional {or poH-^ 
tical) rage of every clafs of e<^estrian 
DOCTORS, without diftinftion. Bracken, 
as I have before obferved, fays, he attributed 
much of the virtue of rowelUng to the good 
cffei9:s of reji and patience ; and I am not a 
little vain that we fall into a diredt coinci- 
dence of opinion upon fo principal a part of 
the fubjedt. 

Previous to the intended inveftigation of 
their operative procefs and efFefts, I cannot 
but exprefs my difappointmerit in not j&nding 
fomething more fatisfadlory from the very 
intelligent and much enlightened pen of Mr^ 
Clarke, to whofe profeffional merits I Ihall 
ever be one of the fir ft to fubfcribe ; though 
unluckily upon this head, he has not defcant- 
cd with his wonted perfpicuity, but very 

much 
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much contrafted his ufual portion of in- 
formation ; not condefcending to beftow a 
chapter of more thzn Jive Jhort pages ^ mere^^ 
ly to explain the mechanical part of the ope- 
ration, the places proper for infertion, an 
infinuation of the probable danger, and 
laftly, as every writer has done before, 
boldly afferted their univerfal excellence, 
without a fingle fubilantial proof, upon 
which their reputed efficacy can be judi- 
cioufly founded. 

'* Rowels (fays he) arc of great ufe. in 
' carrying off rheums or defluxions from 
the eyes; in great fwellings of the glands, 
&c. about the throat and jaws, which 
threaten a fuffocation; or when the head 
fecms particularly affedted, as in the ver- 
tigo, or ftaggers, apoplexy, &c. &c- in 
recent lamenefs ; fwellings of the legs and 
heels, attended with a difcharge of thin 
ichorous matter, &c. in large and fud- 
den fwellings in any part of the body; 
or lyhen extravafatiops of the fluids have 
l^ken place from blows, bruifes, &:c. or 
if(\itxi a horfe has had a fevere fall, &c. and 

m 
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in a variety of other cafes, which will occur 
to the judicious praftitioner." 

Without indulging the leaft defire or 
intention to animadvert with feverity upon 
the different writers who have thus rota- 
tionally reprefented the accumulated per- 
fection pf rowels, (that feem in their pro- 
grefs for the laft century, to have' ac- 
quired, like the nojlrums of the prefent 
day, the virtues of curing all difeafes) it 
is very natural to conclude, that the above 
lift, in each of which they are faid to be 
^^ of great ufe,'' with the repeated intro- 
duftion of '* et ceteras,'' and the variety 
of " other ca.fes fubmitted to the judicious 
praftitioner," that there can be but * very 
fewy or in faft, none, to which they are not, 
in the opinions o{ fomej perfectly applica- 
ble in one way or another y perhaps in no 
one more than the felf-evident confolation, 
if it does no good it may do no harm ! it 
will at any rate fupport the appearance of 
bufinefs ! If nature efFedts her own pur- 
pofe and promotes a cure, the rowel will be 
entitled to a portion of credit, and the ope- 
rator 
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rator to no fmall fliare of profeffional repd-^ 
tation. 

Thefe are privileges againft the power of 
which there can be no appeal ; but if we 
look into the operative procefs of rowels 
with the eye of accuracy, and advert to 
their origin, we fhall find they were intro- 
duced at a period much lefs enlightened ; 
when the great efficacy of alteratives 
was but little, if at all known or eftablifhed 
to any degree of certainty, more particularly 
to thofe who are generally entrufted with 
the medical fuperin tendance of horfes ; that 
however expert or judicious they may prove 
in the operative parts of Farriery, muft 
feel themfelves exceedingly mortified at 
|;:nowing nothing of medicines, their origin, 
preparations, combinations, properties, or 
€fie<5ts. 

This univerfal deficiency fo generally ad- 
mitted, to which the major part of their 
profeffional errors may be juftly attributed, 
now bids fair to be refcued from its dif- 
'gracefiil ftate of barbarifm, (under which 
ftigma it has fo long laboured) by a plan 

that 
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that is foon to be fubmitted to Parlia« 
ment by the Odiham Agriculture 
Society, who have already made public 
(and folicited fubfcriptions for the promo^ 
tion of) their very laudable intention of 
&nding a certain number of youths annu« 
ally to France for Veterinarian Edu- 
cation : Though it perhaps reflects no 
great degree of credit upon our own na- 
tion, that a ftill more laudable plan could 
not have been adopted, by la3dng the 
foundation ilone of fuch inftitutioa in this 
kingdom ; where, by the means of iniiruc- 
tion being local and more extenfive, the 
advantages muft certainly become the iboner 
general, than under the reftraints of the 
prefent propofition. For the very limited 
number (I believe four or fix) that thqr 
intend fending annually, under the uncer- 
tainty of pecuniary contribution from the 
purfes of individuals, affords every reafon 
to fuppofe, upon the moft moderate com- 
putation, that it muft be at leaft a cen- 
tury before the good effedt of fo defir- 
able an improvement can be univerfaHy 
experienced. But as every ftep to general 
reformation muft have cbftacles of much 

magni- 
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magnitude to furmount, under the confola- 
tory adage of " better late than never i* every 
member of the community muft wifli it the 
moft uninterrupted fuccefs* 

Returning to the operative part of our 
fubjeft, and its falutary effefts upon the 
conftitution, it may be remembered, that 
rowels have been flrenuoufly recommend- 
ed by advocates of every denomination, to 
draw off the corrupt or difeafed humours 
from the bloody leaving the remainder in a 
ftate of purification ; this, however, has 
never been roundly and boldly afierted as 
a fa£t not to be difputed, but founded ori- 
ginaUy in conjefture, and pufillanimbufly 
reiterated accordingly. But for the mo- 
ment, and better promotion of difquifition 
and the difcovery of truth, let us admit 
the abfurdity ; out of which will evidently 
arife a queftion to eftablifti the fallacy of 
opinion founded in error, and foftered by 
ignorance; viz. Whether any profeflional 
writer, or fcientific inveftigator, will ftand 
forth and fay, the operative cStOi of a 
rowel is equally applicable to the differ- 
ence of difeafe, arifing from either a vis- 
cid 
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ciD TENACITY ; Of an acrimonious and iW* 
pQveriJhed ftate of the blood ? 

For the preceding quotation from 
Clarke, (which is in fad: a quotation 
from all the reft) evidently recommends 
it in a variety of difbrders refulting from 
each of the twoi and fhould fuch lyftem 
poflefs the happy influence of extraifting 
(fecundem artem) the foundation of dif* 
cafes clearly proceeding from properties in 
the blood fo direSlIy oppofite to each other ^ 
and fuch vronderfol efficacy can be fub- 
ftantially corroborated; I fhall cheerfUlly 
become a convert to the prevalent opi- 
nion of the Vulcanian fraternity, and join 
in their unlimited reprefentation of gene- 
ral UTILITY. But till better and more 
profeffional allegations are produced, to juf- 
tify the indifcriminate hold they have (o 
long retained, (particularly in country prac- 
tice) ; I ftiall confcientioufly forbear to con- 
tribute a fingle encomium upon the great 
and almoft infallible virtues they have been 
fo univerfally and erroneoufly fuppofed to 

poflefs. 

Alt 
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• All opinions have not only agreed, but 
experience has eftabliflied the fadt, that the 
matter difcharged from the rowels, is, as 
Bracken has firft obferved, " as certainly. 
blood as that in the veins, barring the 
colour." This is re-afferted b^ every fuc- 
ceeding author, and cani admit of no con- 
triripty of opinion tending to cavil or con- 
trpY.^rfy ; being a matter profeffionally fix- 
ed t)$yond the poflibility of cither. What 
inference _ then is confequently to be dravv^n 
from this admiflion ? Why, that every part 
of the circulation, both in quantity and 
quality, contributes equally to that very 
difcharge fo ridiculoufly fuppofed to confift 
oixYi^Mfeafed portion only; when the in- 
fertion has been as erroneoufly fixed upon 
or near to fome particular part, to be inten- 
tionally relieved by the partial power of fuch 
artificial : evacuation ; conftituting a fecond 
blunder upon the palpable foundaition of the 
fornier. For it muft prove a . difgraceful 
proftitution of even common cojnprehm/ion, 
to indulge the leaft idea, that a larger por- 
tion of craflamentum or ferum can indi- 
vidually undergo a greater change or redti- 
z. Vol, IL T fication 
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tion, confcnt to perforate the hide of his 
horfe, and ftand the doubtful chances of 
complicated difquietude, a lucky formation 
and fortunate flow of matter ; an ill-condi- 
tioned wound, inveterate ulcer, or prominent 
cicatrix, conftituting an irreparable blemifh, 
when it can be fo readily avoided ? 

. But admitting, in compliment to ancient 
pradlice, their utility to be obvious in the 
inflammatory or vifcid cafes before fqcited; 
let us make a fair and candid enquiry into 
the lifl: of Mr. Clarke's, not long fince 
quoted^ (which is, in fad:, Braqke.n's, 
Bartlet's, and Osmer's alio) and 
openly acknowledge, where it will be proper 
to coalefce, and where diflfent from fuch opi- 
nions; that their great and indtfcriminate 
merit may with propriety come before that 
public tribunal, to whofe decifive arbitration 
every literary difquijitioniji muil ultimately 
fubmit. 

That ,the fubjeft (and of importance it 
certainly is) may meet the eye and attraft 
the judgment of every unbiaflfed invefti- 

gator 
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gator with all poffible clearnefs ; it fhall 
be perfedtly diverted of every ambiguity and ■ 
remote confideration, by re-ftatihg fingly 
the cafes in which the different authors 
have fo lavilhly recommended their ufe; 
admitting the propriety of their intro- 
dudion where their good eiFedts become 
probable upon profeffional reafoning, or 
condemning the adoption where I feel 
myfcif juftified in fupporting a contrary' 
opinion. 

* 

We are firft told, ** Rowels are of great 
life in carrying off rheums or defiuxions of 
the eyes j" but as no profeffional proofs have 
been adduced, or cafes authenticated, by 
any author whatever, to confirm this opinion^ 
it is very natural to wi(h for information, 
whether this ^* use'* has been afcertained 
in effeSly with or, without the affiftance of 
cathartics y diuretics ^ or alteratives y one of 
which, in thefe cafes, is generally called in 
to their affiftance : but as the efFed: of fuch 
medicines are not externally perceptible^ their 
proportional fervices are buried in oblivion,' 
(as not being brought totally to proof) and 
the glory of the victory, if obtained, is attri- 

T 3 buted 
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buted to RowELLiNo^ as a- favourite ^)ec]fis 
of prad:ice, not to be violated by the rudi 
and uncultivated di^tes of modern im- 
provement. I muft confeft, in the cafes 
we now fpeak of, I fbould by no means 
too bafiily recommend dieir inferti€» ; . but 
proceeding with a proper degreii of con- 
fiilency, according to the apparent caufe 
from a flate of the blood, prefer a courfe 
of diuretics or alteratives i (as the ode might 
require) and rcferve the* operation of rowell- 
ing as my laft rcfource, when every other 
method had failed of the expeded fuccoft. 

^^ In great fwellings of the glands^ &c. 
about the throat and jaws, which threaten 
a fufFocation." — This is a recommenda- 
tion fo dircftly contrary to every fyftc- 
matic and fcientific proceeding, that I ihall 
confine both my furprize and remarks mere- 
ly to a profeflional explanation 5 and the in- 
trodudlion of my own opinion^ in oppofition 
to theirs. If the fwellings were fo alarming 
as to ** threaten fuffocation,*' and afforded 
no hope of fpeedy maturation, by topical ap- 
plications, (which muft ever prove the moil 

eJUgible 
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^rligible and confiftent method of relief) furc- 
ly immediate^ repeated, and occafihnal dif- 
charges of blood, muft contribute, in nvmy 
Vizy$9 to a removal of the danger appre- 
hended, in cauiing fome degree of fevulfion 
by depletion; which will undoubtedly, by 
relieving the circulation, reduce the defcribed 
ftriifture upon the parts, and render fuch pro- 
ceeding very far preferable to the certain 
hazard and tedious expedtatioh of at ieq/l 
three days, for the bare chance of very flowly 
cbuntetadtin^ what " fuiFocation" might pre- 
vent; long before one, or a multiplicity of 
rowels, could arrive at a proper degree of 
fiippuration. And this is the very predomi- 
nant reafon why I think they are by no 
means to be relied on in acute cafes of danger 
and emergency i fo much as repeated bleed- 
ings, and fuch evacuations as become more 
5FEBDILY efFe^tual upon the frame and con- 
ftttwtion. 

^* When the head feems particularly af- 
fede4> a« in the vertigo or ftagger^, apoplexy. 
Ape. &c.**-r«-In theie cafes, after proper bleed- 
|ng8, (which niuft precede every other con- 
iifieration) a proper examination of the blood, 

T 4 and 
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and a neceflary removal of inteftinal obftfucw 
tions, if they fliould be found requifitei 
I cannot have the leaft objedion to the in- 
fertion of a rowel, or rowelsy provided the 
patient (in either cafe) can be prevaUed 
upon to live three or four days, to try the 
effedl of the experiment ; and this I admit 
upon a recommendation in my former vo- 
lume, that " increafing appearances of dan- 
ger muft juftify exertions of alacrity and 
fortitude •/' Although I muft confefs my ap- 
prehenfion that either of the above cafes, 
(unlefs early counteradted by the judicious 
interpofition pf other adminiftrations) muft 
gain ground too rapidly upon the fyftem, to 
undergo a fudden change of improvement, 
by means fo very tardy in the eftefts of their 
operation. 

** In recent lamenefs."-^Why in recent 
laviemfs^ and before any of the milder me^ 
thods are introduced, I am at a lofs to con- 
ceive ; but upon prefumption that every 
other probable remedy is fet at defiance, for 
the more applicable introdudlion of rest, 
I ftart not the moft trifling objedion, con-r 

vinccd it is the only plea that can be off 

6 f^pe(^ 
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fered for the inapplicable introduSiion of the 

ROWEL. 



^^ Swelling of the legs and heels, at- 
tended with a difcharge of thin ichorous 
matter^* &c/' — I imagine, in fuch cafe, fhe 
rowel is meant to be inferted after a non- 
fubmiffion to the entire claffes of alteratives 
and diuretics 1 whofe efficacious powers muft 
be too well eftablifhed, by thofe who have 
experienced their excellent properties, to be 
entirely rejefted, without fuch trial as they 
are juftly entitled to by their rank in experi- 
mental practice. 

'* In large and fudden fwellings in any 
part of the body." — This is a recommenda- 
tion fo vague, loofe, and indefinite, that it 
will hardly admit of conftruftion or determi- 
nation. As " large and fudden fwelHngs" 
may arife from various caufes, requiring very 
different modes of treatment, it is natural to 
conclude, (indeed to prove by practical de- 
pipnilration) that fudden appearances muft 
frequently juftify mucl^ more sudden means 
of counteraction, than patiently waiting, day 
qfter day^ for the expected and precarious 

difcharge 
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impartially influenced to declare myfelf a 
very flendcr advocate for their continuance in 
praftice upon the bafis of general uti- 
lity. There may be fome few cafes, and 
thole few very confined in number, where, 
from a non-fubmiflion to the di<5tates of a 
more rational application, experiments may 
be made by the credulous, of their Jo uni^ 
verfal fepiitation : But I am induced moft 
heartily to believe, fuch alternative muft be 
adopted much more upon the conftruftion of 
HOPE, than the too flattering profpedl of 

EXPECTATION^ * 



« "I 



For my own part, voluntarily embarked 
in a conditional trufl: of honour with the 
public, for the promotion of equeftrian im- 
provements by every rational and fcientific 
means, that can be advanced upon the face of 
well-founded opinion or practical experience ; 
it is impoffible for me to acquiefce in the 
recommendation of their infertion, in the 
variety of indifcriminate cafes before recited ; 
from which I have withheld my approba*;^ 
tion upon the firmeft conviction, that no 
fyfl:ematic fubflantiated reafons have ever 
|>een promulgated, demonft:rating the ope- 
rative 
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rative procefs upon the animal oecfonomy, 
from which the reported good effeSs arc 

SUPPOSED TO BE PRODUCED. 

I believe I have before hinted their being 
> originally adopted in times of greater ob^ 
fcurity ; when the minds and manners wcrq 
not only much lefs enlightened, but the 
almoft incredible property and power of 
medicine not then difcovered and brought 
palpably home^ as it now is, to the .moil 
obftinate incredulity. In the remote age of 
thiis inverition, the volunie of medical im- 
provement might be juftly confidered |n its^ 
^ancy, emerging from the early efforts of 
antiquity ^ from which it has continued, in- 
gradual refinement to its prcfcnt period of 
profeilional fplendor, under the indefatigabk 
aufpices of thofe whofe literary addition^ tpi 
the works of . fcience will perpetuate their, 
memories very, ftr beyond any effufions that 
can poflibly fall,, from the grateful pen, of 
humble admiration.. -- 

. ' • • " J ■> ■ 

It muft therefore fuffice in additional con-* 
firmation gf ..the improvement we applaud,' 
to obferve, that even in private practice 
. amongft 
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iEimongft the human fpecieSy diafe anglogons 
operationsi, issues and sbtons, in thecoude 
of the laft forty or fifty years, are compara^ 
tively obliterated^, bearing no kind of pro- 
portion in common ufe, being but very fel- 
dom either advifed or adopted, but vrh&K tho 
parties, from an invincible perfonal or pecw* 
niary averfion to medicine, cannot be pre- 
vailed upon to imdergo fuch x:ourie as may 
evidently repair the conjiitution, to a cotain 
partial confumption of the purfc. 

After every obfervation I have been iUe 
to deduce from theory> every rraiark I could 
collect in praAice, and every infonnatioa ta 
be derived from thofeVuLC ami an Vete- 
rinarians I have had the honor to cdhfuiti 
after the analyzation of its phyfical procefs 
tipon the frame ; its being immediately and 
equally fed from the fountain of circulation 
and fupport ; a proper inveftigation and ex- 
pofure of the ridiculous idea of partiaMy 
drawing off corrupt or difeafed particles from 
the blood, that the animal may ** live the 
purer with the other half ;'" and laftly, the 
more contemptible propagation of their being 
found applicable to all difeafes^ without ^ 

finglf 
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iingle profeffional proof manfully and fcienti- 
fically demonftrated, that they are abfolutely 
ileceflary or infallible in one ; it can create 
no admiration that I feel myfelf juftified in 
offering to the world an opinion, very little 
iubfervient to the fupcrficial decifions of thofe 
'who have preceded me upon this fubje<3:. 

Under the combined weight of thefe con- 
fiderationSy and fo far as they entitle me to 
offer judgment, I dare venture to pronounce 
and promulgate fuch belief, that there are 
only a very few cafes in which they are either 
Individually neceffary or ufefuh, having it at 
all in their eff'eSls^ the power to produce 
any fuch change in, or improvement upon, 
the coniHtQtion, but what may be more con- 
fiftentiy (and to a greater certainty) produced 
by judicious interpoiition of evacuanfs^ diure^ 
tics, alteratives, or fuch other clafs of me- 
ilicines^ as upon accurate invefligation of the 
caufe and reference to fymptoms, may be 
found correfponding With the cafe and its 
explanatory parts, in our former volume, 
more particularly adapted to medical d^fcj^ui- 
fition zai the cure of difeafe« 

The 
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The cafes t6 which they may be in fonic 
degree adapted, bearing profeffional traits in 
their favour, are, partial fwellings of foarc 
duration, originally occafioned by cxtrava- 
lated fluids become too vifcid by ftagnation 
to be reforbed into the circulation ; cuta- 
neous difeafes not fpeedily fubmitting tp 
the courfe of. medicines adapted to their 
peculiar clafs i inveteratfe lamenefs of long 
flanding in the. fhoulders or Ugamentary 
parts, by the retention of^ inflammatory 
matter firfl: fixed there by the improper and 
too free ufe of fpirituous applications ; and 
afl:hmatic complaints vipon a confirmation of 
their non-fubmiflion to conditional bleedings, 
a moderate ufe of nitre, and. fuch courfe 
of peroral detergents as will be found re- 
commended under that head. In each of 
which, I fhould not hefitate a moment to 
urge the propriety of inferting the rowel as 
near the caufe of complaint as poflible ; that 
the flux of rnatter (though coUe^d from 
the circulation) miglit flow direiStly from, 
or as contiguous to the feat as circunxftanccs 
will permit ; and that fuch local infertion 
may contribute aflifl:ance to whatever, utility 
they poflTefs, in unloading to a certainty 

the 
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the. neighbouring veflels concerned in the 
caies we have juft defcribed. The advan- 
tage naturally refulting from fuch precau- 
tion becoming too evidently obvious to re- 
quire farther anatomical defcription or phy- 
fical difquifition; the minutke of which, 
(fo far as it appertains to the operation in 
queftion) having been largely and accu- 
rately explained in the definition of hUi- 
MOURS, under the laft article of exercise, 
and the prefent upon rowelling, cannot 
iland in the leaft need of additional eluci- 
dation to render the whole perfedly intelli- 
gible to every comprehenfion. 



HUNTERS. 



The particular management of* horfes 
paffing under this denomination will ap- 
pear to many matter of fo little confe- 
quence, that it mutt create furprife how 
any thing new czn be introduced upon a 
fubjedt tAey conceive fo univerfally and per- 
fectly underftood. However fuch opinion 
may be eftabliflied in the contradled minds 

Vol. n, U of 
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of thofe who exift only in error, and never 
condefcend to fanftion the moft promifing 
ray of improvement ; the great number of 
valuable horfes that have loft their lives^ 
either in or immediately after the chace, in 
the two laft feafons only, with his Majefty's, 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales's, 
Lord Barrymore's, and Captain Parkers 
hounds, are demonftratiVe proofs of inaii- 
lity in the grooms, or indijcretion in the 
riders ; as well as collateral corroboratioD 
that the fyftem of perfedion is riot yet at- 
tained even in the iirft hunting ftables of 
fafliion and eminence. 

Without prefuming to arraign, in the 
prcfent inftance, the judgment of one^ or 
the prudence of the othevy I fhall proceed 
to lay dov/n fuch rules for the feled:ion of 
hunter^^ and the minute particulars of their 
management, as have for a feries of more 
than twenty years enabled me to enjoy the 
pleafures of the chace with a multiplicity 
of the fleeteft and moft popular packs in 
different parts of the kingdom ; without one 
of thofe unlucky contingencies, that fo fre- 
quently throw lefs thinking, or lefs experi- 
enced 
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fenced fportfmen into the back ground of 
the pidlure with piortification and dif- 
gracc. 

It fliould be indelible in the mind of 
every juvenile and recent fportfman, that to 
bring a horfe into the field out of condition^ 
incurs inftantaneouS y?//^/ab/z, if hot con- 
tempt ; the curiofity (not to fay infulting in- 
difference) of every fped:ator vk excited, who 
fortunately excels m the figure or qualifica- 
tions of his fteed, and the fuperiority of his 
equipments. And this is not at all to be 
wondered at, when thofe entirely unac- 
quainted with the fad: are informed ; that 
as much emulation is perceptible in the dif- 
pky of a /porting apparatus, as in the exult- 
iftg fplendor of a birth-day appearance in 
the vicinity of St. James's : not only the 
Riders, but their Horses are fraught 
with the infedious fpirit of rivalftiip ; and, 
Impatiently wait the moment, that infpires 
each with the vigour of general conten- 
tion, 

Horfes imperfeft in their appearance, with 
fulnefs of the legs, foulnefs in the coat, cracks 

U 2 in 
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in the heels, or poverty in the framc^ ard 
immediately furveyed with the eye of at- 
tentive infpeftion; this oblique but accurate 
furvey as certainly terminates to the difcre- 
dit of the mafter as the prejudice of the 
fervant, leaving no favourable impreffion of 
their ftable management at home> or equef- 
trian prudence in the field. 

External deficiency is not the only incop- 
venience arifing from improper condition i 
the concomitant ills refulting from it, are 
not unfrequently attended writh the ipoll fc- 
rious confequences. Horfes for the very fe- 
vere and ftrong chaces writh Stag or Fox, 
fhould have both the blood and body regulated 
to the higheft degree of purity and perfedion ; 
. fuch fyftem of information may be readily ac- 
' quired by proper attention to the neceflarjf 
inculcation and judicious obferVation, previ- 
ous to the commencement of the feafon. 
This fadt, founded upon the criterion of 
experience, naturally leads us into an enquiry 
what thofe preparations are, and the neceffity 
for their introdudion : thefe we fhall con- 
fequently iadvert to, but not without an ob- 
lique remembrance of, j^nd reference to, thofe 
Cynical cavillifts who (apprehending no dan- 
ger 
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ger till they feel it) fet phyjic at defiance ; and 
never fubmit to acknowledge its utility, till 
the total lofs of one horfe and the irreparable 
injury to another, demonllrate the ablurdity 
cf their ill-founded objedions ; compullively 
adding them in rotation to the annually en- 
creafing lift of converts to a rational fyfte- 
matic mode of ftabularian improvement. 

Such obftinate non-compliance with the 
juftified di<5ta£es of fafety refulting from ex- 
perience, can arife only from a total want of 
thought, or knowledge of the animal econo- 
my; by which every fecretion^ evacuation^ 
B[iotion and labour is regulated, or a<5lion con- 
trouled. From the concurring force of this 
refle<ftion, let every Sportsman whofc mind 
is at all open to the rays of refinement, (and 
who has not, like Tony Lumpkin, imbibed^ 
his entire ftock of penetration from the apron- 
firing of a Mrs. Hardcajilcy conduding his 
whole affairs by " the rule of Thumb,") 
confider the abfolute nccellity of beftowing 
. ibme little occafional attention to the indica- 
tions of NATURE 'y the dired: procefs oi ali^ 
ment and digejiion^ with its fubfequent fource 
of nutrition i enabling himfelf to afcertain ^at 
}eafl with fome degree of precifion) the ftatc 

U 3 of 
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of his own horfes in ficknefs or health : to 

• J 

difcover their ncceilities, and prefcribe the 
remedies, without a degrading dependence 
upon the accumulated ignorance and afFed:ed 
confequence of every illiterate groom, ojlleri 
or Jiable boy ; who, it is univerfally known, 
proudly poiTefs obfolcte receipts for every 
poffible difeafe to which the horfe is liable, 
(without its containing perhaps one applica- 
ble ingredient) and will valiantly vouch for 

the INFALLIBILITY OF ITS VIRTOES, 

though it is ten to one he is totdly unac- 
quainted with |he articles of which it is 
compofed, and iliill more probably, has not 
ability to read the very farrago he fo confi- 
dently recommends. 

This evil has originally arifen, and been 
encreafed in its growth by too implicit, ot 
rather too indolent, a fubmifiion of mafters 
in general, to the indifcrcet (not to 2.ddjbme^ 
'times infernaP') and ridiculous propofitions of 
thefe people, upon whofe deftruftive affec- 
tation of kncvv ledge 1 have already fo repeat- 
edly expatiated under different heads i but am 
by pn-.diical cbfervations, as often brought to 
a renswal of the fubjcd:, to place every gen- 

* ■ - tleman 
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tkman or fportfman on his guard again ft 
titeir inceflant obtrufipns of medical judg- 
Qoent ; having within the laft few days heard 
a mioft illiterate puppy of the clafs dcfcribed, 
piopofe t]be infinuation of lump fugar for a 
defcft IN THE EYE, without a fingle reafon 
to aiRgn for the fupport of his recommenda- 
tion, but that " it was like enough ^ do it 
good." 

This idea is too fublime and expanded for 
H fingle remark in animadverfion i but furely 
every proprietor of horfes muft find it greatly 
conducive to a promotion of his own eafe 
and intereft, if he would tondefcend to pay 
fuch attention to this fybjedt, as might un- 
doubtedly contribute a proportion of confi- 
dence to his additional knowledge ; and to- 
tally exculpate him from the mortifying pre- 
dicament of appealing to the barren capacity 
af his fervant in a matter of magni- 
tude, whofe underftanding or inftrudtions 
he would not fubmit to conftdt^ or even con- 
lefcend to beavj upon much more inferior 
xcafions. 

There hajs always exifted a diverfity of 

y 4 opinions 



296 HUNT E R S. 

opinions refpefting the propriety of purging 
horfes previous to the comnniencement of the 
hunting feafon; and this, as I have before 
hinted, has been one of the long (landing 
difties of contention between the rights and 
the wrongs 'j it will be therefore expected 
(by thofe impartial inveftigators who are not 
blinded by invincible prejudice, but open 
to the convidlion arifing from reafon) that 
fomething (hould now be advanced to juftify 
or condemn, what from not ^rofeffionally 
underftanding the operative proceft of, or its 
effedts upon the frame, has hitherto fufpend- 
ed their opinions, not knowing with jufiict 
which method to avoid, which to purfue. 

That the matter may, however, be 
brought nearer the criterion of decifion, by 
being more clearly explained ; I (hall en- 
deavour (without indulging a wi(h to attraft 
unneceffarily the attention of any reader from 
what he may conceive an objedt of greater 
importance) to convey fuch defcription of its 
neceiTity, its operation upon the blood, and 
falutary effedls upon the conftitution ; as I am 
induced to believe will prevent the conjijl- 
ency of purging being longer a matter of 

controverfyi 
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controverfy ; but that upon certain and proper 
occafions, it will become univerfally adopted 
linder the conditional regulations fo accu- 
rately explained in our former volume of this 
work. Thofe inftruftions,. however, apper- 
taining more particularly to the compofition 
of various forms, the aft of adininiftration, 
and the mode of adtion upon the inteflinal 
contents ; we advert now to the more remote 
confideration of its operative effects upon the 
ENTIRE SYSTEM, in juftificatiou of its 
adoption previous to the annual exertions of 
violence, that fo evidently encreafe the velo- 
city of die t>lood^ 

It may be remembered, that in my former 
volume, under inftrud:ions for getting horfes 
into condition f I have recommended the ope- 
ration of bleeding in a few' days after being 
^ken from grafs ; by faying, '* a proportion 
•may be taken away, according to the fize, 
ftate, ftrength, and temperament of the horfe, 
with due attention to the flefh he may have 
-gained, or the impurities he may have im- 
bibed with his pafture." This paflage is fo 
truly expreflive, and conveys to the mind fo 
fnuch in fo fhort a manner, that I have been 

induced 
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induced to repeat the very words ; as direftly 
conducive to the fupport of an aflertion fre- 
quently brought forward, ** th? great ad- 
vantage of difcovering the true ilate of the 
bipod.'* 

The reafbns are not only exceedingly 
obvious, but have been in their refpeAive 
parts (o minutely explained, that there is 
jbarely room to urge the propriety and 
enforce the utility of what ought to be 
laid down as the almofl fundamental rule 
o£ phyjical reftification ; and^j however ab- 
ilrufe fuph reafoning may ^pj^ea^: to th^ 
unfcientific and fuperficial part of the Vul- 
canian fraternity, (denominated Farriers; 
I hefitate not a moment to affirm, there 
are very many cafes, in which I fhould 
be profeflionally induced to regulate the 
PHYSIC in both quantity and quality j by 
appearances accurately drawn from the ftate 
of the blood only. 

What ! (fays the furprifed and divided 
reader) when his P/Iajefty's Farrier for Scot- 
land has confidently aflured us, and under 
the honourable fandtion of royal appoint- 
7 ment. 
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|[nent^ that no difcovery can be made from 
the blood in any ftate whatever! That 
** blood drawn from a horfe who is evi*- 
dently difordered, will fometimes have th6 
fame appearance when cold, as that drawn 
from a horfe in health/' And, hey prejio! , 
Vice Versa I *^ On the other hand, blood 

ckawn from a horfe in . health, will ibme-^ 

* ' - < . . -• ■ 

times have all the appearance of that 
drlawn firoi^ one labouring under the moft 
dangerous difeafe/' All this Mr. Clarke 
may " Moji potently believe,'* yet ** I hold 
k wrong to have it thus fet down {' it 
bears fo great an affinity to the ambiguous 
putting off of Hamlet to his inquifitive 
companions, when he ferioully afTures them, 

•* There's ne'er a villain dwelling in all Denmark, 
" But he's an arrant knave." 

• ♦ ■ 

However, that jarring opinions may be the 
more eafily reconciled, I will venture to 
conclude for this very judicious and en- 
. lightened writer, that he intended to have 
faid, or wiflied it to be underjiood ; That 
•the cafes in which the blood of difeafea 
horfes bore the appearance of horfes iK 

health. 
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healthy were thofe very few In which the 
ftate of the blood is not fymptomatically 
• affcded by the difeafe; as flatulent or «- 
flammatory cholicy Jiranguryj and worms. 
But the better to exculpate myfelf from the 
accufation or even unjuft fufpicion of in- 
dulging the fhadow of inclination to arraign 
the aftthority, or fport with the judgment 
I (6 very much refpedt ; let us charitably 
adopt AN ALTERNATIVE, and fuppofe, 
what is not only pojihle but prt^abUy that 
as the .horfes in that country differ &> 
very materially from ours, (as . thofe caa 
teftify who have viiited the ipot^ and re- 
collet their appearance) why may not the 
fluids partake of the contrail ? and , their 
properties not being fo eafily or accurately 
analized as in the more fertile regions of 
the fouth; the line of diftin<^ion we may 
naturally conclude is circumfcribed by the 
vermicular boundary of the Tweed, confti- 
tuting other diverfities of equal admiration. 

From this digreffion, fo unavoidably nc- 
ceflary to juftify my former recommenda-' 
tion of Bleeding, under proper reftric- 
tions, we return to the confideration of 

Purging; 
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tuRisiNG; upon the very falutary and 
Judicious interpofition of which, I have 
already given my decided opinion as to its 
general utility, though I do not. mean to 
a^ert myfelf an advocate for its indifcrimi-* 
nate adminiftration^ without due deference 
to the caufe and condition of the fubjed:* 
I wifh by no means to be coniidered an 
invariable friend to unneceflary evacuati-^ 
ons ; perfectly convinced they are only ^- 
folutely requifite, under the weight of in- 
judicious accumulation. I therefore beg na 
mifconftrudion may be put upon the thefis 
J advance^ which is, that evacuations 
become not only proper but indifpenfible^ 
when a horfe is so much above him- 
self in condition, that he evidently dif- 
plays the advancing progrefs and ill eflfeds 
of repletion (arifing from full feed and ir- 
regular exercife) in the variety of ways fo 
repeatedly defcribed ; not only under other 
heads in this, but different parts of the 
former volume, where the ftate of the 
blood neceflarily became the J[ubje(a of 
difquiiition. 

JFrom what has been fo ful 
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upon the article of nutrition^ circulation; 
evacuation, and exercife, it muft be perfeflly 
and fyftematicaUy clear to every compre- 
henfion ; that a horfe too plethoric in ha- 
bit, too much loaded with flefh, too vifcid 
in the ft ate of his blood, or too little ac- 
cuftomed to exercife, can neVef be brought 
into fuqh ftrong exertions as the chace,^ 
without a very great probability of excit- 
ing inflammation, that may terminate in 
different degrees of difeafe, danger, and dif- 
quietude. Admitting therefore its indif- 
penfible neceffity with horfes of the above 
defcription,- it muft be taken into the ag- 
gregate; that although great inconvenient 
cies and diftreffmg circumftances may poj- 
Jibly arife, from the want of precaution in 
not bringing fuch preventatives into ufc> 
where the frame is replete with impurities; 
it can by no means follow that by the omif- 
fion, with horfes in any tolerable conditmy 
the probable confequence becomes inevit- 
able. 

To draw the line of diftin<^ion between^ 
fubjedts rendering it a matter of neceffity^ 
with one 9 or prudence and prevention 

only 
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only with another y it muft be candidly ac** 
knowledged, that inftances frequently oc- 
cur, where horfes perfedtly clean, healthy, 
and without vifible caufe to fufped: foul- 
nefs in the body, or impurity in the blood, 
have by proper attention to ftable manage- 
ment, good feeding, and regular exercife, 
been brought into the field in no degraded 
condition, and gone through the feafon with 
•a moderate degree of perfej3:ion. Though 
this (hould not be attempted till an atten- 
tive obfervation to the ftate of the coat^ 
tyesj iegs^ heelsj the wind in brufhing gal- 
lops, and the quality or appearance of the 
perfpirative matter in the adt of tranfpira- 
tion, may juftify a reliance upon the faith 
^ ^xperimdbts ; as latent impurities, or 
^Tofs vifcidities may remain dormant in;^ the 
conflitution, till roufed into aftion by efFe<fts 
too numerous and extenfive to admit of rei- 
terated explanation, without deviating too 
largely from the fubjed: it is our prefent pur- 
pofe to purfue. 

Having introduced remarks that were 
unavoidable, to demonftrate the confiftency 
of carrying off fuch fuperflux as may con-^ 

ilitutc 
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iHtute a preternatural weight upon the ' am* 
mal ceconomy, by encumbering the infi- 
nity of finer veflels fo exquifitely con- 
cerned in fecretion and circulation^ throw- 
ing the more noble parts of the machine 
into diforder ; we proceed to explain the ope- 
rative procefs and efFedls of Cathartic 
EvACUANTS upon the general lyftcm; 
by which phyfical operation, nature be- 
comes gradually relieved from the pk- 
thoric burthen of repletion,, zffc&ing even 
the mofl diftant parts of the extreoMtieSy by 
means fo univerfaUy known and repeatedly 
defcribed.. 

Purging, in its common and fuperficial 
acceptation with the unenlightened multi- 
tude, is confidered merely as a ready and con- 
venient mode of expelling a load of accumu- 
lated contents from the flomach, or excre- 
ments from the inteftines ; without a rela- 
tive confideration, or fingle idea of its more 
remote and felutary influence upon thofe parts 
of the frame, that are in general eftimation 
fuppofed to be very little concerned in the 
operation or its eifefts. 



To 
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Tb elucidate this matter, and render it 
JjerfedHy comprehenfible, (with as little re- 
ference as pdilible to abftrufe reafoning or 
anatomical difquifition) let it be underftood^ 
that the internal coat of the ftomach is fo 
Jilentifiilly portioned with branches from the 
iieiVotlsf fyftem, that it tnay with great pro- 
l^iety be tertned the joint feat of irritability ; 
fofexclufive of the adWng ftimutus of die 
tathlrtic medicines upon the extreme feri- 
'fihility of the ndrves, fo innumerably dif-* 
perfed in their different ramifications, they 
adt alfo by irritation upon the mouths of the 
hSieals and lymphatics, exciting a continued 
and proportional emiffion of their contents 
into the inteflinal canal, fo long as the fli- 
^lulative properties of the medicine fnay 
have power to aft 5 during which fuch 
abforption of LympiIj and regurgitation of 
ChVle, interhiixes with, and is carried off 
■ by the fexcrements* • 

By this conftant Jiimulus upon the exqui-* 
flte fenfibility of the flomach and inteflines, 
the vermicular motion is not only excited to 
a more frequent difcharge of its contents, but 
its continued irritation ef the vafcpular fyflem 

Vol, II» X pro-* 
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produces an increafed fecretion of lymph and 
chyle y which in the procefs of abforption and 
contribution to the excrementitious expuliiony 
is proportionally fupplied (or the vddels re- 
pleniftied) from even the moft diilant part of 
the extremities 5 which evidently accounts for 
the viiible advantages arifing from a courfe of 
phyfic^ when a horfe labours under the in* 
conveniencies refulting from repletion ; and is 
laid, in the Vulcanian phrafeology^ to have the 
HUMOURS fallen into the legs, or fixed upoD' 
any particular part of ^e frame. 

Thus much is introduced to render perfcft- 
ly clear, what I term the mechanical procefs 
of purgation ; by ftridtly attending to which 
it will evidently appear, that the weaker a ca- 
thartic is in its property, the lefs it will affeft 
the fluids fufpended in different parts of the 
frame ^^ for its Jirji Jlimulus ad:ing upon the 
nervous fyftem as the mojl irritable^ the lym- 
phatics and lad:eals become only the fecon- 
dary feat of provocation, and are proporti- 
cnally adted upon as the physic is increafed 
in its power of ftimulation. 

« 

From this very neceflary remark, I mean to 

infefi 
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infer, and wifli it to be generally and incon- 
trovertibly underftood and held in remem- 
brance, that a very moderate dofe of phyfic 
will a<fl in a great degree upon the irrita- 
bility of the ftomach and inteftines only^ ex-, 
citing a difcharge of their contents, as before 
defcribed; while its increafed ftrcngth will, 
by its additional Jiimulus upon and perfe- 
vcring irritation of the finer veffels^ excite 
their regurgitative contribution to the general 
evacuation, fo long as the irritating proper- 
ties of the cathartic fhall retain the power 
of adting upon the vafcular fyftem ; which 
differing fo very much in different fubje<fls, 
requires proper difcrimination in the compo- 
fition of purging medicines, confequently, 
fliould always be carefully adapted to the 
ftate, conflitution, and bodily flrength of the 
horfe* 

This naturally leads us to an enquiry of 
the different degrees gf physic, as mofl 
applicable to the various occafions for which 
they are brought into ufe. It evidently ap- 
pears by the above invefligation, that the 
milder cathartics adt fuperficially, merely to 
difcharge the contents of the inteilinal ca- 

X 2 nalj 
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nal ; and are therefore calculated as preven- 
tatives to the pojjible inconveniencies of im- 
pending repletion ; prefervatives of healthy or 
neceflary preludes to the completion of Per- 

. FECT CONDITION. 

The fame elucidation likewife demcHi- 
ilrates the confiftency of increafing the pro- 
portions, or enlarging the dofes, when more 
diftant fervices are expected by calling the 
remote powers into action, for the piirpofes 
fo particularly explained ; for inftanee. Hi 
great repletion of the veffels, fulriefs of the 
carcafe, heavinefs of the head and eyes, 
fwelling and tenfion of the legs, and fuch 
other caufes as will be hereafter explained. 
Gentle catharttcsy afting merely as obfervabic 
laxatives, can never be expected to reach the 
feat of thefe complaints ; fuch brisk purges 
only can be adopted with propriety, as will, 
by their continued ftimulus, come into con- 
tadl with, and additionally aft upor>, the very 
interftices of the ftomach and inteftihes, after 
the excrementitious fuperflux is thrown offj 
exciting by fuch means, the lymphatics aiid 
ladteals to dijgorge fome portion of their 
extra contents, (diftinguiflied from time im- 
memorial 
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memorial by the appellation of humours) to 
be ultimately carried off with the remaining 
efforts of inteftinal expulfion. 

If any farther explanation can be at all 
required, to render this procefs more intel^ 
ligible to the duUeft comprehenifions, I muft 
|?eg permiflion to recommend fuch Reader to 
a retrofpeftive recollection of his own fenia- 
tion^s towards the concluding operation of an 
emetic, or cathartic j when I believe it will 
immediately occur to his remembrance, that 
tiie irritation of the veflels was much more 
feyere and efFediual, (proved by the repeated 
llrainings) than in the precediqg difcharges 
when the contents were expelled with much 
greater eafe to the patient, though lefs eiSi- 
cacy upon the frame* 

As I have juft hinted, there are other 
diforders, or rather advancjdjiages, of thqfe 
iaft defcribed, (and for which ** brilk purges'* 
are recommended,) that require a ilill more 
peculiar mode of count^r-adlion ; as horfes 
fubjeft to, or labouring under, inveterate 
cracks in the heels; oozing indications of, 
l^r palpable grcafe i cutaneous eruptions ; vaf- 

X 3 cular 
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cular knots y ov tubercles, the evident cfic<9:$ . 
of plenitude ; worms, or fluftuatipg pains in 
the limbs, pccafioning alternate lamenefs in 
one part or another. In all which cafes, it 
is to be obferved, horfes fhould never have 
their exercile or labour increafed, to the leaft 
degree of violent exertion y without -firft un^ 
dergoing evacuations of fuch kind, as 
become immediately applicable to the cafe in . 




For my own part, I feel myfelf power-, 
fully influenced to recommend the early ad-» 
miniftration of mercurial purges^ accurately 
proportioned to the ftate of the fubje£t and 
prevalence or duratron of difeafe ; and this 
upon the experimental bafis of minute atf 
tention to their fmgular effefts upon the con- 
llitutions of horfes, in a variety of inftances 
that perfeftly jufliify me in communicating 
JESTABLisHED PROOFS of their fuperior ex- 
cellence, not only in the different cafes juft 
recited, but in many others, that it woul4 
be foreign to our prefent purpofe tp enume^ 
rate. 

To prevent a perpetual obtrufion of tech^ 
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nical myftery, or medical difquifition, by 
enlarging upon the means of the mercurial 
particles entering into contadl with the blood; 
its power of attenuation, gradual diflblution 
of the fluids and gentle ftimulation of the 
fblids, (which muft at all times hang heavy 
upon the mind of the unfcientific enquirer) 1 
we muft let our abbreviated alluiion fuf- 
fice, as a more fatisfaftory mode of intel- 
ligent information, than a tedious chain of 
phyfical definition, that it may be thought 
has been already introduced by much too 
often* 

In this tribute to the almoft incredible ef- 
&d:s derived from the judicious and falutary 
interpofition of mercuria'l cathartics, 
I beg to difclaim every idea of patronizing 
fuch comppfitions, prepared from the pre- 
fcriptive fcraps of antiquity, in the pofleffion 
of every bellows blower in the kingdom ; not 
more in refpeft to the probable difpropor- 
tion and certain danger of their ingredi- 
ents, than the abfurd, improper, and indif- 
criminate mode of introduiftion. Of thefe 
preparations, as of the various noftrums and 
quack medicines of the prefent day, I hold 

. X 4 . the 
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the fame uniform and invariable opinion ; that 
the public are eternally peftered with innu- 
merable ^dvertifements, announcing the mi- 
racu/ous cures, (nature has performed) 
but- not a fingle word of the many thpulands 
fuch medicines have defiroyed : .So truQ it is, 
*' Jead men tell no tales.'' 

Having gone through wnat I conceive x 
duty incumbent, refped:ing the operation of 
phyfic and its eifeds upon the frame, to 
elucidate, as much as circumftances woul4 
admit, a fubjedl that has been hitherto con- 
fidered as fufficient matter to juftify and fup- 
porjt a contrariety of opinions; I muft, after 
giving it fuch profeflional explanation as my 
llender abilities were adequate to, fubmit the 
propriety pf the praftice, under conditional 

« 

regulatio?2Sy to the decifion of thofe who may 
do me the honour of minutely inveftigating, 
what has been neceflarily advanced for ge- 
neral confideration : Begging permifljon to 
obferve, that particular inftrudions for the 
management of horfes under the operatioA 
pf PHYSIC, may be found in the former 
volume under that head ; the prefent pages 
having been dedicated entirely to the ope- 
rative 
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rative procefs and its efFedts upon the conili* 
tution, for the purpofe of univerfal or mthcr 
common comprehenfion. 

That tafk having been at length performed, 
we take leave of the dry and unentertain^ 
ing ftudy of medical abftrufity,. and proceed 
to fuch part of our plan as vsrill prove more 
entertaining and acceptable to thofe, who 
may cqndefcend to confult us for either 
amufement or information. I have promifeci 
under the prefent head, rules for the felec- 
tion of Hunters, and fome ufeful hmts for 
their management in the ftable and chace. 
In refpedt to the fornjer, fuch defcriptive 
parts as conftitute uniformity and the points 
of perfedtion, will be found fo accurately 
delineated in the early pages of .our former 
volume, that its repetition would bear too 
iniich the appearance of literary impofition ; 
from which accufation, it has been our ear- 
peft endeavour, in every page, to ftand clearly 
exculpated, 

§ 

Upon the fubjeft of feledlion there can 
therefore be but little to introduce beyond 
the neqeffity of adhering in choice, as much 

as 
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as poffible to thofe that are welUbred^ or, in 
other words, fuch as come the neareft in pe- 
digree, fymmetry, fa(hion, and apparent 
ftrength to thofe in conftant ufe for the turf, 
bearing the denomination and figure of 
BLOOD HORSES, as moft adequate in fpeed 
and durability {termed bottom) to long and 
fevere chaces with fleet hounds or in deep 
countries ; under whicbi horfes of an inferior 
defcription fo frequently fink for want of that 
conflitutional ftamina or inherent fortitude, 
that horfes of high pedigrees are fo eminently 
known to poflefs* 

From this eftablifhed and incontrovertible 
fadt, we are naturally induced to introduce a 
few oblique remarks upon the very neceiTary 
qualification of " Bone 5" fo fafhionably and 
eternally echoed and tranfmitted (in eqiief- 
trian infpeftion) from one affected puppy to 
another, that they feem to have anticipated, 
or rather premeditated, the inexpreflible plea- 
fure of difcovering what they call ** a want 
of bone'' in the horfes of others^ that they 
unluckily feldom or ever perceive in their 
own. Thefe curious obfervers, (mere pre;- 
tenders to judgment) never^ condefcend to 

inveftigatc 
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inveftigate caufes or efFedls, farther than as 
at firft fight they aiFedt the fuperficies of 
their very fhallow comprehenfion 5 from 
whence arifes the prevalent refledtion updn 
the want of bone^ fo exceedingly common, 
and fo frequently ilUfounded^ that at the 
time of examination, the fubjeft fo difpa- 
raged is fometimes loaded like a cart horfe. 
From this total ignorance of the anatomical 
conformation, has originated the erroneous 
conjeifture of fixing the bafis of ftrength in 
the bony ftrudture only^ without a contin-* 
gent reference or relative confideration to 
the nmfcular appendages, that, in fadt, con-- 
ilitute the very ijiain fpring of ftrength and 
g^ion^ 

JVe are not at all difinclined to admit that 
the greater the fulcrum or mechanical centre 
pf fupport, the more powerful fhould be the 
component parts to copftitute the accumu- 
Jation of ftrength J though this, like many 
other rules fuppofed to be general, is liable 
to frequent exception. Of this there arc 
diftindt proofs among the different degrees 
pf horfes, in the particular purpofes for 
yrhich they are bred, or afterwards become 

appro- 
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appropriate to ; for inilance, hories bred with 
ftrength iov drafts or v^ih fpeed for the 
cbacey are fo dir^dly oppofite in fome part of 
their JhapCj and the whble of their rcquifites^ 
that what conftitutes perfedions for the one, 
difplays an abfolute deficiency for the other. 

Hence arifes the inconfiftency of bring- 
ing crofs-bred heavy horfes into, the chace» 
where their own weight, and want of ac- 
tion, lay the foundation ef their defici- 
ency ; for in hard or long running they bc- 
conie inevitably exhaufted, and frequendy 
fall victims to the imprudent perfeverancc 
of their riders, Thofe juvenile or inat- 
tentive fportfmen, whofe experience has 
been exceedingly limited, or obfervations 
confined, may not yet be perfedlly convinced 
that Blood Horses (notwithftanding \hc 
popular clamour of their deficiency in 
bone) will exceed in Jpeed^ fi'^^^gth^ and 
bottom^ whatever horfes of an oppofite de- 
fcription may be brought into the field; 
and of this fadt I am fo exceedingly well 
convinced by experimental ohfervation and 
unremitting attention, that in a long chace 

with 
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imth fleet hounds, running i^rea/l htghy and 
scrofs a country y nothing but horfes three 
parts or thorough bred caft ever lay by the 
fide of them. 

In addition alfo to this truth, let lis en- 
counter the full force of another hotion 
equally ridiculous, and well calculated, for 
thofe who hunt in theory ^ and enjoy thd 
chace upon paper; of ** a blood horfe not 
having bone and ftrehgth fufHcient to cover 
a deep and dirty country i* when everjr 
iportiman of experience, who has made tha 
trial inbpartially, will join with me in the 
afTertion, that horfes of that defcription 
absolutely pofTefs the ftrength (in their great 
power of adtion and pliability) to pafs over 
fuch country, with very flight impreflion and 
no great labour 5 when it is^ a matter not t6 
be controverted, that a-ftrong heavy horfe^ 
not only finks deep with his own weight at 
every ftroke, but extricates himfelf with the 
utmofl: difliculty, leaving his rider in the 
pleafing predicament of foon enquiring 
•* which way the hounds are gone ?'* with 
the greater gratification of poflfeffing a horfe 

of 
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of bone and firengtb fufficient to carry hiol 
** AFTER any pack of hounds in the king^ 
dom."' Having before bid adieu to medfcal 
myftery and anatomical defcription^ W€ do 
not mean to renew the fubjeft by a com- 
parative detail of mufcles and tendons^ with 
their appertaining confiderations > but leav? 
every reader to make up his ov/n mind upon 
the qualifications and kind of horfe moft ap- 
plicable to his idea of the chace, and inten- 
tion of riding v^rith or after the hounds j 
proceeding to a communication of fucb re- 
marks as, properly attended to, may be pro- 
duftiye of their dilT^rent degrees of utility. 

It may be remembered, that the different 
fubjefts of PHYSIC, EXERCISE, and con- 
dition have all been feparately confidered, 
and their advantages accurately explained ^ 
as may be perceived by application to the 
index of either volume for information upon 
any particular head. We now confequently 
arrive at the commencement of the hunting 
feafon, when, meeting in the field, every 
countenance betrays a heart elate with the 
general effufion of joy that is to enfue. Pre- 
vious tp farther animadverfion upon which, 

it 
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it becomes neceflary to remark, that the ex- 
treme degree of perfeftion, and high condi- 
tion I have hitherto recommended, and allude 
to in my future inftrudtions for ftable ma- 
nagement, are by no means intended to be 
generally extended to horfes in common ufe 
with HARRIERS; whofe offices of fervice^ 
are fo exceedingly different to the very ftrong 
and fevere chaces with stag or fox, that 
they may naturally be underflood to be always 
fufficiently prepared with a very inferior 
treatment. 

Left fuch gentlemen, who from fituation, 
inclination, advanced age, or bodily debilita- 
tion, arc attached to the frigidity of Hare 
Hunting, fliould feel the dignity oi their 
pack^ and the fplendor of thdr retinue^ de- 
graded by what they may erroneoufly conceive 
an oblique ihfinuation of contempt ; I muft 
beg to fubmit to the criterion of their own 
decifion, the almoft incredible difference be- 
tween the exertions and duration of the two, 
. Horfes that become the necefTary appendage 
to harriers, undergo fuch fudden changes in 
their fport, not more in the frequent dull 
and tedious attendance ypon the hounds 

wheft 
6 
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when trailing to £nd in the ^d and chii-» 
ling dreary fog of a feverc winter's morning ; 
than the alternate contrails in the chdce, 
arifing from thofc checks in " beading, turri'- 
ing, doubling, and fqtiatting,'* that confti- 
tute firft a burft to promote perljpiration, tiwft 
a ^^ fault'' to fupprefs it. 

This is fo very oppofite to the violent and 
continued exertions of a chace with either 
STAG or FOX, in the prefent improved 
breed and fleetnefs of hounds; that I onfy 
mean to convey an idea of the probable 
hazard of having a horfe kept ih too high a 
ftile for a chace fo fubjeft to fluftuatioh in 
the different degrees of beat and eold, that a 
horfe in perfed: condition mufl have great 
good fortune, or an excellent conftitu- 
tion, not to feel the ill effefts of long at- 
tendance upon HARRIERS, at leaft in thofe 
countries where the fcarcity of game ad- 
mits of much loft time between killing and 
finding. For my own part, however re- 
pugnant the opinion may prove to one 
clafs of fportfmen ; I feel myfelf juftified m 
declaring, no confideration whatever fhould 
influence me to daiKe attendance upon har- 
4 riers^ 
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titrSf with a horfe of great value and to- 
lerable perfedion, unlefs a certainty of ex- 
p^itioufly finding, and incefl*ant runnings 
mi^ht induce me to excrcife a borfe on the 
intermediate days, as a prelude to the chace 
with either of the other two. 

Confidering, therefore, the management 
we allude to, as appertaining more particu- 
larly to horfes of high quaUfications, we 
advert, as before mentioned, to the com- 
mencement of the feafon ; when, at the 
place of meeting, every fportfman feels eager 
for the fport and replete with emulation. 
That we may omit no inftruftion or advice, 
however minute, that can at all contribute to 
the pleafure or fafety of the chace : let it be 
held in remembrance, the frame (or rather 
the ftomach) fliould never be loaded when 
entering into immediate adtion. The portions 
of hay and water fhould be adminiftered with 
a very fparing hand, for the laft twelve or 
iixteen hours preceding the chace ; to which 
end hay fhould be reftridted in quantity more 
on that night than any other, his evening 
and morning feeds of corn being increafed in 

Voj-. II. Y proportion 
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proportion to the deficiency in tfie othet 
part of his aliment. On the morning of 
hunting he fhoQld be dreffed and fed early ; 
having his head Arapped up tilt faddfed for 
the field, tiD prevent (if a coarfe feedkig horfe) 
his making the cleatl ft raw a nece^ry fob*^ 
ftitute for the artificial fcarcity of hay. 

The day preceding which, every jadiciotli^ 
or experienced ^rtfinan arranges all his af- 
fairs, to prevent the leaft probability of delay,; 
difappointment, or interruption to his fport ^ 
by accurately afcertaining the adequate §&tc 
ef his horie and the fafety of his appatatus.- 
He defcends to an attentive forvey of the feet 
and the clinches of the Jhoes ; thereby avoid- 
ing the diftreffing dilemma of compulfively 
exploring a smith's shop, in a ftraftge 
country, during the heat and happinefs of 
the chace, by the inexpreflible mortification: 
of cajiing a Jhoe : A eircumftance that wilt 
feldom or never happen under the occafional 
infpeftion of the fmith, who will moft cer- 
tainly never forget the proper or accuf- 
tomed time of examination ; provided he i« 
retained upon the principle of mutual conve^ 

nience, 

4 
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hience, fo particitlarly explained in 138 and 
the following pages. 

Prbper atteiltibn (liould follow to the forth 
t)f the faddle and the ftate of its fluffing, to 
prevent even the pbffibility of the tree coming 
into injurious conta<S with the wither^ or 
the probability of warbles ^ by the indenta- 
tion or fridtibn of the girth buckles, in a 
long or fevere chace. The girth web for 
hunting (hould be what is termed ** fpring 
web" in preference, for the advantage of its 
additional elafticity ; the harfli, tight wove 
Web, very frequently occafioning a laceration 
of the integument, known by the name of 
«< bowel galled.'' If due refpeiS: was alfa 
piid to the probable durability of the Jiirrup 
leathers^ it might eertainly render fiiperflu- 
ous th(i paltry difplay of a new belt round 
tfie body of a gentleman, indicating a 
fafe refource fbr a broken leather % a piece 
of equeflrian often tatiori never pradlifed by 
* iportfmen of eftablifhed reputation, who are 
univerfally known to be toofubftantially pro- 
vided, in io material a part of their equip- 
mehts^ to ftand the moft diftant chance of 
an accident^ that would not only retard their 

Y a progrefs. 
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progrefs, but inevitably throw them Qut^ be- 
fore they could repair their lofs, if the hounds 
were then croffing a country. 

If horfes have not fix or eight miles to 
the hounds on the morning of hunting/ 
tliey Oiould be walked at leafl an hour, or 
hour and half, before they appear at the 
place of meeting; the confiftency of their 
having fufficient time to unload the frame 
by frequency of evacuation, has been io fiiUy 
explained under the article of exercife, and 
its palpable utility muft be fo forcibly fhiking 
to every perfon at all convinced of its effeds,. 
that it cannot poflibly require any additional 
elucidation. 

Suppofing ourfelves arrived at that unful- 
lied feat of unanimity the place appointed, 
whether throwing into covert for a fox, or 
turning out the deer ; every fportfinan will 
acknowledge it may be juftly deemed the 
critical moment, when the powers of ex- 
hilaration nearly exceed the limits of pre- 
fcription, and we ** mofl wonder how our 
reafon holds." This is. the crifis that too 
frequently deprives the juvenile rider (in 

8 his 
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his initiation) of the degree of prudence fo 
cjtccedingly neceflary in the early part of 
the chace ; particularly at the beginning of 
the feafon, when they are fo little inured to 
icxertions of violence and fatigue. The ^rji 
burjlj with either deer or fox, is gene- 
rally fevcre, and not unfrequently of long 
duration, in which too much tendernefs 
cannot be beftowed upon the very fountain- 
head of your pleafure; from whofe per- 
fections and pcrfeverance only, you can 
derive your enjoyment of the chace. It is 
therefore perfeftly right to have it ever 
in remembrance, that the more moderately 
a horfe is exerted in the early part of the 
day, the greater probability you infure of 
feeing the end of it ; with the pleafing con- 
folation ^of ^afe to your horfe, and no bad 
compliment to your own reputation ; for it 
is a well known fadt, that there are hun- 
dreds in a feafon, who from an impatient 
defire and eager impetuofity to fee too much 
of the beginnings feldom or never know 
much of the conclujion^ promoting by indif- 
cretion the very means of their mortification 
and difgrace. 

Y 3 Moderatioa 
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infancy of his initiation ; while encounter- 
ing the various propofitions of the company, 
fufpended in opinion between the prevalence 
of inclination and power of confiftency. 

ft 

Previous to the remarks I proceed to make, 
it is not inapplicable to introduce one obfer- 
vation relative to a termination of the diftind: 
chaces I have juft had occafion to mention; 
for though the former muft be candidly 
acknowledged proportionally fevere in its 
courfe, it is by no means comparative in its 
duration. His Majesty's Red Deer, under 
the acknowledged excellence of their prefcnt 
cftablifhment, exceed in the length of their 
runs all former remembrance, and almoft every 
conception of thofc unacquainted with thefub- 
jedt ; from three to four hours may be candidly 
confidered the average of each chace, with 
deer in high condition ; at the conclufion of 
which, it is no uncommon circumftance to 
be twenty. Jive and twenty, or thirty miles 
from home, or the place of turning out. 

This is the period when every imprudent 
or impatient rider fhould exert his judgment 
to difcovcr the Hate of his horfe and regulate 

bis 
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his proceedings accordingly ; horfes are never 
fo perfedlly at eafe as in their own Jlabks^ 
which they fhould attain with all poffiblc 
convenience. There are numbers w^ho (writh- 
out at all adverting to the length, of the 
chace, or their diflance from home,) may 
* be conftantly iDbferved eagerly enquiring the 
neareji way to the firft houfe of public ac- 
commodation, making what converts they 
can by example ; where, without a reference 
to contingencies, horfes in fuch ftate are raihly 
configned to the unfullied care zviA incejfant 
attention of the immaculate ostler, (if 
the premifes are enabled to produce one) 
when they are ordered to be ** well cleaned," 
•* properly fed," and ** fufficiently watered." 
This important truft (for fuch it certainly is 
when thoroughly inveftigated) is thus dele- 
gated to an inferior power, that is perhaps in 
five minutes unavoidably compelled to aban- 
don it, and accept of zfecond or third, which 
may be no more in his power to execute. 
Thus the commiflion is going on, while 
the happy inadvertent owners are gratifying 
their appetites and drowning ^ their cares in 
all the luxuries of the manfion; indulging 
their vanity in a recital of their perfonal ex- 
ploits. 
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pIoit$^ and an alternate dej£(:riptioji of thd 
difficulties they had jfi)nnounte4 in (be fkve^ 
jrities of the chace. . 

To tjiofe in the laudahk habits pf a dif- 
ferent praftice, anima^ver^on upon the danger 
jbecomes fupernuous ; b^t as there are ihofc^ 
who it is impoffible to convince of theif 
jcrrors, till repentance cornea too kte, it 
may prove no unfeafonabl? admomtion tQ 
jdeclare, from this kind of treajmei^t only,, I 
have beca a witnef^ to repeated injlances^ 
where the horfes have never been brQught 
^gain Qu^ of the ftabje, but in wocfui prcK 
peffion to the Cellar Makers^ who had pur^ 
fhaf^d their hides. 

The ftripptng of a horfe to drefs him in 
^ comfortlcfs ftable, v^^ith ev(?ry pore of the 
frame relaxed to its utmoft extenfion, and 
the additional happy mtroduBion of a pail of 
COLD WATER (as moft applicable to the 
convenience of the ojller oi^ his deputy) has 
been the deftrudion pf more horfes in dif- 
ferent v^ays, than ever fufFered by the longeft 
and moft terrible runs v;?hen rode with dif- 
cre^ion. Sp much has been repeatedly in- 

t?"oduce^. 
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ttodt^ced upois the vcpvAHqn of perfpirative 
jmattet, from tbc ftirface tor the different 
parts of the frame, that not a fingle line can 
]be required in ' elucidation^ of ib clear a part 
pf the fubjeift. . 

• 

Steady and ^tentive obfervahce has, years 
fincc, convinced me of the inconliftency of 
approaching a houfe of this kind in the gepe- 
. ral hurry a^d confufion, with any hope of 
pbtaining the rcqiiifite attendance your borfe 
may prove in need qfj a diffident applicanj: 
may ftand his hour unnotice4, and his gentle 
requefts unanfwered, vi^hile thofe fortunately 
poiTefled of unbounded confidence and falhiofi-j 
able efixontery may probably fucceed m f heiij 
applicatipns. It is therefore much more com-? 
mendable tg pafs gently qn w^ith your horfe 
fo a houfe whofe prclent engagements are not 
{o numerous, vvrhich may generally be found 
jn a few miles of your way homeward j hero 
you become fo much thq objcfl: of attention, 
fhat you alixiod: obtain in anticipation what 
you could no| before acquire by the moil 
humble entreaty. Thi§ anfwers your pur- 
pofe perhaps in another refpeft, as your horfe 
yf'dl have become cool and proper for what 

i. 

attention 



332 H U N T E R $• 

attention you find it neceflary to beftow ; for 
no horfe whatever, after a fevere run, fhould 
be placed in a ftable, or fufFercd to ftand ftill, 
till the encreafed velofity of the blood and 
the confequent perfpiration had gradually fub- 
fided to its former temperance. 

4 

When your place of temporary conveni- 
ence is obtained, let be only thirty or forty 
minutes at moft, for the following purpofes 
of evacuation and nutrition: See that the 
liable, and the ftall in that ft able, are made 
as near the warmth of your own as circum- 
ftances will permit ; let the bridle be taken 
oiF, a handful of fweet hay thrown before 
him, the girths flackened, and the faddley/^ 
loofened only from the back, to which it may 
adhere clofely by the long continued perfpi- 
ration ; let a ftieet (or fuch fubftitute as the 
place affords) be thrown over his hind quar- 
ters, and the litter be plentifully fpread under 
his belly, to excite a falutary difcharge of 
urine, (by this time much wanted) obferving 
that he ftales without difficulty, and difplays 
no figns of ftrangury ; if fo, they muft be 
attended to in the manner defcribed in the 
former volume, fhould nature be tardy in her 

own 
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own relief and the violence of iymptoms^ 
increafe. 

Procraftinate any wants of your own, 
and make up the deficiencies of the day in 
the extra comforts of the evening ; this will 
infure you the exquifite fenfation arifing 
from an adt of juftice and humanity. De- 
pend upon no pompous inftrudlions for the 
doubtful fupply of warm water neccffary to 
your purpofe or intention : diveft yourfelf of 
the rank folly of falie confequence, and at- 
tend to the immediate procuration ; examine 
its proper warmth, and be yourfelf the trufty 
fuperintendant, unlefs the favours of fortune 
and. the fidelity of your fervant have luckily 
plaqed you above the necefTity of perfonal 
attendance. So foon as he hzsjialed^ let his 
head be well rubbed with part of a loft hay 
band, and thor6ughly cleanfed with the brufh; 
draw his ears repeatedly through the hands, 
all which will prove perfedHy refrefhing. 
The legs fhould be alfo well rubbed dowa 
with double whifps^ to prevent an obflrudion 
of the pores, or ftifFnefs from accumulated 
dirt and perfpiration. 

This 
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This donc^ kt a moderate feed of the beff 
Corn your local granary affords^ be throwii 
into the manger, and the door of the ftablc 
immediately clofed. Having thus confcien- 
tioully difcharged • the incumtjcnt office tt 
grateful proteftidn ; embrace the few miniitc* 
jfrou have to fpare in obtaining for yourfclfv 
what little refreihment nature ilands in need 
of. Let no inducement whatever from more 
tintbinking companions^ attrad: your attend 
tion from the fbte. of your hdrfe to the cir- 
culation of the bottle; if once yoii fuffel 
your fober judgment to relax from wha< 
ihould Jbe the invariable madcim 6f your |)er« 
ieverance, yoii know not where the indiArre-^ 
tion ends; one lingle ftep of deviation frooi 
the line of prudence and propriety,, frequently 
introduces a thoufand more to promote con- 
trition. 

Upon ample demon ft ration, that every 
horfe, fupported in a xlomcftic ftile, has a^ 
fervent an attachment to his own ftall as hk 
mafter to his own bed, and will mdft cheer-* 
fully encounter (if neceflary) much additi-^' 
onal fatigue to attain it y there is no doubt 
but it i§ highly commendable to bridle him 

fQ 



HUNTERS. §3^ 

fo fbon as his corn is fini(hed, and take hint 
g€ndy home> provided the diftanee is not 
to9 great y to prevent a eomfort lb truly 
deiiraUe to both the borie and his riders 
In this recommendation I feel myielf per-^ 
fedfcly juftified, not only upon the erperi- 
then tat advantage of frequently taking my 
horfe (in the way I have defcribed) upward© 
of twenty miles to his own ftall, whioh has 
been my invariable pnw^ice for more thant 
twenty years, but the flattering gratificatk)n 
to obferve many of my friends as regularly 
£d11ow the example. 

No infeftious foHeitations, that fo con-* 
ftantly feduce others to an immediate partici- 
pation of table comforts J ever have the moft 
' trifling weight in the fcale of my deter- 
MiNATioj^ \ dedicated entirely to rfie Mticf 
of ttiy horfe, no moment i$ unneceflarily 
waflied till he is " rewarded according to his 
dcferts/^ and fefely lodged in his own ftablcy 
deyond the probable reach of danger ; where, 
Qpon hi^ arrival, (whether after a long or 
ihort return from either a fevere or mode-* 
rate chacc) the mode of management is cri- 
tically the iame; his legs and lee t are not 

only 
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only inftantly wafhed with warm watcr^ but 
in fo doing, the neceffary infpedtion made* 
whether the moft trifling injuries have been 
fuftained by over- reaches, ftubs^ or in kce- 
rations between hair and hoof; while this is 
doing, a portion of hay is thrown before 
him, and immediately after a pail of water, 
flightly warm, to allay the violent thirft al- 
ways occafioned by long and fcvere chaces. 
The ufual ceremony of drefling, feeding, 
oiliiig, flopping, and other minutiae of the 
ilable is then gone through ; too fyftemati- 
cally and generally underilood to require a 
fingle line in explanation. 

• A perfcverance in this rigidity of ftabic 
difcipline and attention, unbiafled by the 
perfuafion or example of others, will always 
infure you the fuperiority of condition in 
the field ; under the pleafing fenfation of 
your horfe being at home, and completely 
taken care of; when others, lefs con- 
fiderate, or lefs humane, are commencing a 
wretched journey of ten, fifteen, or twenty 
miles in a dreary winter's evening ; or 
what is nearly upon a parallel of inconfift- 
ency, permit them to remain in a ftrimgc 

(and 
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(and perhaps cold and uncomfortable) fta* 
ble, to be badly fed and worfe looked af- 
ter. But let it be either one or the other i 
refulting confequences are much the fame j 
the porous fyftem is affeded in a greatei: 
or lefs degree, the coat becomes rough, 
and unhealthy, bearing the appearance of 
HIDE-BOUND, and the perfpirative matter 
thus coippulfivcly returned upon the eircu-^ 
lation without abforption, muft evidently 
loon appear to afFedt the eyes, lungs, or 
glandular parts; to the certain hazard of 
blmdnefsy ajlhma^ broken windy or fome one 
of the contingent ills fo repeatedly alluded 
to in various parts of this, as well as our 
former volume. 

Rcifpedling the article of Feeding, va-» 
nous opinions are entertained, and perhaps 
no fmall number of thofe regulated by 
pecuniary confiderations ; it is, however, uni- 
vcrfally admitted, that Hunters require 
^ more extraordinary fupport than many 
horfes of different denominations ; but the 
particular reafons why extra fupport be- 
<9omes fo immediately necefTary, is a mat- 
ter but little underflood by thofe not much 

VoL.IL Z fub^ 
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fubjed to abilrufe reaibning or remote con- 

viftion. 

It has been repeatedly proved under the 
article of Exercise and its effc&s, that 
a want of adion (when properly fupplied 
with food) overloads not only the fraine 
with aliment, but the circulation with a 
fuperflux of nutrition ; it muft therefore evi- 
dently appear, by parity of reafoning, that 
great and conflant exertions in the chace 
muft neceflarily exhauft the fluids by pcr- 
fpiration, as the contents of the inteflines 
by evacuation i and unlefs the lyftcm is 
fufficiently fupplied with nutritious, rcfto- 
rative, and healthy aliment (the beft in its 
kind) for the due fupport of theie frequent 
difcharges, impoveriflied blood, . lofs of 
flefh, dejecScd fpirit, and bodily debili- 
tation, muft prove the inevitable confc- 
qucnce. 

After the moft attentive obfervation I 
have been able to beftow for a number of 
years, cultivating an anxious deiire to difco- 
ver the proper criterion of fupport and gra- 
tification for horfes of this defcription, who 

5 arc 
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are fair feeders, and do their work well ; I 
could never find that a lefs portion than feven 
pecks or two bufhels of corn, and two trufs 
(one hundred weight) of hay, per week, 
would keep them up to a proper degree of 
ftrength and appearance. This is the leaft 
quantity of either, that any horfe of my own 
confumes in theTiunting feafon^ which al- 
lowance will conftitute fome entertainment, 
in contraft with the weakly fubfiftence of 
thofe metropolitan ftables, fo particularly al- 
luded to in page 199 of the work before us. 
In this calculation, the reader, muft be in- 
formed, there is no conditional reference or 
allufion to horfes of weak appetites, that are 
off their food with every trifling exertion, 
or extra fatigue ; they are by no means en- 
titled to a flail in the ftable of an experienced 
iportfman, who, when fuch accidentally fall 
into his poflefGon, will undoubtedly' foon 
extricate himfelf from the incunibrance 
without the leaft neceffity for my recom- 
mendation. 

Water is fo equally and eflentially re- 
quifite to the very exiftence of life, and 
perfonjiance of every funftion, that it be- 

Z 2 comes 
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comes entitled to a proper degree of cpn- 
fideration ; but knowing (from the very 
nature of the enquiry) how little attention 
would be paid to a tedious and defukory 
diffufion of matter, upon the' different 
kinds of water, their properties, the nrdne- 
ral particles they contoin, the diftinct flrata 
through which they run and become im-r 
pregnated as they pafs, with their pro^ 
table or fojfible eflfeds upon the cohilitu* 
tions of horfes, would lead us again into 
a very extenfive and unentertaining field 
of phyfical difquifition, that we wifh by 
no means to renew, imlefs it could tend 
to enlighten the fubjedt or improve the 
judgment. In an attempt to fucceed ef- 
fedtually in either. Bracken muil be 
eventually cited to juftify one aflertion, 
Clarke to demonflrate another; the fum 
total of all which, could amount only to 
an accumulation of conjefture refpeding 
jione^ gravely and Jirangury^ without any 
thing being pofitively afcertained, by a ca- 
talogue of conditional fuppofitions, founded 
upon the various properties of different 
waters, according to the foils through 

which 
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which they run, or from whence they arc 
cxtradled. 

In fa£t, fuch accurate inveftigation has 
been made by Mr. Clarke of this fub*- 
jcdt, that it abfolutely precludes every pof- 
iibility of introducing a iingle line in ad« 
dition, without the appearance of plagia^ 
rifm; but with due deference to his good 
intent, and true phyjBcal diflin£tion, I can- 
not but conceive, that fo general a defcrip- 
tion of the different kinds of water wiH 
afford but little fatisfadbion to thofe who 
are inevitably compelled to abide by the 
local properties of their own country, 
without the bare poffibility of an alterna* 
tive. 
• • • ' ■ 

; Taking this circumftance into coniide- 
radoo, I think it can be only neceifary to 
take up the fubjedt upon a general ground ; 
merely to introduce fuch few remarks upon 
the (Quantity and quality of water, as is evi-^ 
deiitly mofl applicable to the Jiate^ con^ 
dition^ and pufpofe of thofe horfes whole 
iiituatjoii, circumilances, or fluctuations of 

Z 3 weather^ 
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weather, render their watering in the ftablc 
a bufinefs totally unavoidable. 

I have In different parts of my former 
volume, faid what then became applicabk 
upon this fubje£t; but we now proceed 
a few fteps farther, in elucidation of any 
deficiency; and the more particularly as 
our remarks conftitute a link of continuity 
•to the prefent chain of inftrudtion. It can 
never have efcaped the attention of the 
moft fuperficial obferver, what a wonderful 
change is almoft inflantaneoufly produced in 
the appearance and fenfations of a horfe, by 
a gratification of thirfl m well or pump wa- 
ter, but more particularly if given in the 
ftable cold and in the winter feafon. In 
moft horfes a violent fhivering and flaring 
of the coat immediately fucceed, and con- 
tinue more or lefs without intermiffion ; 
thofe conftantly fupplied .in this manner 
having always a coat nearly of two colours, 
(that is, one half ftanding on end, and the 
other part fmooth) difplaying a fcurfy dufly 
hue at the bottom, evidently the eflfedt of a 
repeated collapfion of the porous fyflem and 
frequent obftruftion of infenfible perlpiration. 

To 
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To prevent, by every poffible means, the 
hazard of fiich inconvenience as muft evi- 
dently cnfue from treatment fo highly impro- 
per ; horfes (hould invariably, when the fea- 
fons and the ftate of thofe feafons will per- 
mit, be watered abroad at either pond or pool 
of loft and well fheltered water ; as greatly 
preferable to^ the harfli and chilling frigidity 
of thofe we have defcribed. But even in 
this mode, a horfe fhould never be per- 
mitted to glut himfelf to the leaft degree 
of fatiety ; for having no regulator but ap- 
petite, no giiide but inclination, they very 
frequently (under management of the inad- 
vertent and inconfideratc) drink to an ex- 
cefs, occafioning the moft excriiciating pain, 
and no trifling degree of danger and dif- 
quietude. Six or feven quarts need never 
-be exceeded to horfes of this clafs at one 
time, and that as regularly divided in re- 
fpedt to the ^qual arrangement of time as 
circumftances will permit; to be repeated 
twice in twenty-four hours, at nearly the 
di^ance of twelve from each other, to avoid 
the frequent folly of having water twice 
in about eight hours, remaining sixteen 
without. 

2J 4 When 
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When the fevcrity of the weather, at 
rain 9 froji^ or fnow^ prevents horfes of this 
defcription ffom being watered in fuch way j 
the only prudent alternative (to avQid every 
inconvenience) is to furnifli them with foft 
water -frona fuch receptacles in the ftables 
cither in its natural ftate, or with the chill 
taken oit^ as the feafon an^ circupi|btDces 
may require; letting the fubjedt almofl im- 
p[iiediately undergo a briik bruihing over for 
{I quarter of an hour or more, to enliven th^ 
circulation and prevent the difiigreeablc fen- 
i^tions of rigor ^nd (he e£fe^ pf pbftni^c4 
perfpirationr 

It now becomes necefl^ry we revert onqi 
more to the fubjedt of exercise; upon 
the utility qf which, we have already en- 
larged, under its diflindt head, gnd from. 
its numerous advantages and indifpeniible 
neceffity, cannpt, in faft, be ?ifraid of inr 
troducing too much; it is thp very foun- 
tain of health, appetite, and invigoration, 
without which, a horfe can neycr be ade- 
quate to the purpofe intended. Proper ex- 
ercife fpr horfes, denominated hunters, 
and appropriated to no other ufe, ihould 
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be almoft invariable refpedting manner, 
length of time and diftance; though it 
muft be univerfally known fuch circum* 
ftance becomes greatly dependent upon the 
feafon of the year, the ftate of the weather, 
the feverity of the preceding chace, and the 
condition of the horfe. 

Under fuch certain and unavoidable fluc- 
tuation, conditional inftrudtions only can 
be admitted ; fubjedt as they muft ever 
iremain to the contingencies of inevitable 
diverfification. Horfes on the intervening 
days, during the Jirji and lajl weeks of eaoh 
X ^afon, when the days are long and feafons 
mild, fhould be taken out twice a day; 
for inftance, from eight to nine in the 
piormng, and from four to five in the after- 
pioon; giving them their proper portion of 
water at flich pond or pool of foft water as 
is moft remarkable for its falubrious pro- 
perties in the neighbourhood of refidence. 
Let the exercife be moderate, and equally 
divided before and after the water; re- 
picmbering, as already obferved, to regulate 
the Imgtb zudi Jirength of the exercife by 
the CONDITION of the horfe. 

* - * . - » 

If 
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If he IS of high fpirit, and fo much ab(yijg 
bis worky that he encreafes in flefh, indica-^ 
ting the kaft difplay of foulncis from re- 
pletion, let his exercife be proportionally 
extended ; on the contrary, if the fubje£t is 
of llender conftitution, lax habit, light in 
the carcafe, and weak appetite, the digef- 
tive powers mull be confequcntly deficient, 
and proceedings regulated accordingly ; b6- 
ccMTiing entirely dependent upon circum- 
ftances and judicious fuper-ihteiidancfe. 

In what I term the four centrical months 
of the hunting- feafbn, when the days, arc 
exceedingly Ihort, and the weather fcvere; 
the mode of exercife muft be varied, and 
rendered fubfervient to the changes that oc- 
cur; taking them out at fuch times as 
may be found moft convenient under diffi- 
culties that frequently arife. The rule, 
however, beft adapted to general practice 
in favourable weather, is to let them have 
their exercife at once, and that in the 
middle of the day, between or from the 
hours of dcvcji to o?ie ; equally avoiding the 
chilling fogs of the morning, and damps 
of the evening : having it always in re-» 

membrance, 
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membrance, that when prevented (by the 
continuance of inceflant rain, or deep fall 
of fnow upon the ground) from -taking 
them out at all, their dreffings are increaf- 
cd, and patiently perfevcred in, to enliven 
the circulation, promote the iecretions and 
evacuations, as the only fubftitute for the 
more fubftantial advantage of regular ex- 
crcife. 

It is a cafe too frequently obferved, and 
indeed almoft generally known, that the 
horfes of Gentlemen are fometimes un- 
luckily fubjed:, in all weathers^ to a part of 
their exercife at the door of an obfcure ale-^ 
houfe\ for however hofpitable may be the, 
manfion of the mafter, ftill the prevalence 
of " DAMNED CUSTOM** has rendered it 
fo predominant, it is in a certain degree 
fafliionable with thofe faithful and trujiy 
fervants, who, poffeffing neither innate 
principal nor perfonal gratitude, render the 
moft valuable property of their employers 
dangeroufly fubfervient tp the paltry incon- 
fiftency and gratification of their own in- 
clinations. 

r 

Having 
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Ha?ing omitted> upon the fubjed: of dif- 
eaied eyes, to int^oduce^ a matter of opi^ 
nion that (hould have appeared with more 
propriety under the article of ** Shoeing/' 
and frequent ill uiage of Smiths ; I am 
induced to fubmit it to cojifideratioa be?- 
fore I take leave of the fubjo^fc before 
us. It is what I have ever thought Z: too 
unjuftifiable and great exertion of flrengrii^ 
in the ufe and twift of tie twitch, when 
a horie is put into that excruciating flate 
of coercion for fhoeing, or any other ope- 
ration. In this extremity of paia and hu^ 
sniliationy the eyes are frequently obfemed 
agitated, even to the expulfioa of tear% 
from the great irritability, and ^ater fti- 
mulation of the nervous lyftem; this is 
fo fcldom regulated by the falutary inter- 
pofition oi judgment J humanity ^ and difcre^ 
tion, that I fhall ever retain doubts, from 
the obfervations I have made, whether va- 
rious defeds in the eyes, or a paralytic flatc 
of the optic nerves, may not be very com- 
monly produced by fuch means, when at- 
tributed to mgre remote caufes* 
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ARE thofe in general performing the mofl: 
laborious work, and many of them enjopng 
the leaft .accurate attention of any in the 
kingdom. It is in fa6t matter of furprife, 
that a part of the fpccies conftituting the 
very bafis and fupport of inland com- 
merce, the only means of expeditious travel- 
ling, and the advantages of general conveni- 
ence in bufinefs and pleafure, ftiould be fb 
cruelly negledted, or indifierently treated, 
as may be plainly perceived (without the 
eyes of Argus) in almoft every inn and a va- 
riety of private Jiables in every part of Eng- 
land. 

Under this defcription come by much the 
greater part of all the horfes in conftant 
ufe *, as it includes carriage horfes of every 
kind, roadfters and hacks, whether of gen- 

1*LEMEN, TRADESMEN, Or TRAVELLERS 

(cpmmonly called riders) ; all which con- 

ftitute an infinity, as well in the metropolis 

' as every part of the country. A veiy great 

9 proportion 
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proportion of diefe derive fo little fupport 
from the ocular inJpeBion and perfonal care 
of their riders or drivers ; that if die fccret 
interpofition of Providence did not influence 
a greater degree of afliftance in their favouTi 
than thofe generally do who fhould be their 
protedors^ more poverty and bodily deftruc- 
tion muft inevitably enfue. 

Rules for feleAing hories in purchafe are 
fb plainly inculcated in the early part of the 
former volume, that they claim no part of 
our prefent attention; management^ with 
fuch hints only as appertain to the tuition of 
young and inexperienced travellers^ will 
form the fum total of arrangement under 
this head. It would prove matter of afto- 
nifliment to thofe not intimately acquainted 
with the general ftate, condition, and accom- 
modation of horfes, what labour they exe- 
cute, the incredible difficulties they fur- 
mount, the inceflant fatigue they patiently 
endure, and the little they fubfift on in the 
hands of hundreds, who feel no paffion but 
gain, no pride but infenfibility. 

The horfes paffing under the denomina- 

tioA 
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tion of ROAD HORSES are fo exceedingly 
numerous of the different kinds, that a dif- 
tindl mode of treatment for each particular 
fort,, would be extending the fubje<S to a' 
length beyond the wifh and expedation of 
every reader. Such feledlion may therefore 
be made from the general advice, as the en- 
quirer may find moft applicable to the ftate 
of his horie and the purpofe of his appro- 
priation; though the inftruftions may be 
confidered as more confiftently adapted to 
iaddle and light carriage horfes, than thofe 
employed in heavy machines, road vs^aggons, 
and the inferior vehicles in conftant ufe. 

Previous to farther embarkation upon that 
part of the fubje<5, it may not prove inappli- 
cable to take an oblique furvey of thofe pub- 
lic receptacles known by the appellation of 
inns ; originally intended and^ admirably cal- 
culated for the convenience and accommo- 
dation of travellers, but unfortunately, like 
many other inftitutions of general utility, per- 
verted to the worft of purpofes ; having be* 
come fo numerous, (for the advantage of their 
LICENCED contribution to government) that 
they fi&d it convenient to pradife every de- 
gree 



352 ROAD HORSES. 

grec of imppfition and every fpecies of adul- 
teration, upon the plaufible plea of ftate ne- 
ceflity and felf-prefcrvation. 

Of thefe houfes there are in fadt but two 
diftinft kinds, that fall within the neceflaiy 
circumfpeftion and remembrance of the tra^ 
veller, for they are generally in the oppofite 
extreme ; the accommodations of one clafe 
are bojpitabk^ generous^ humane^ and confci- 
entious ; the other, execrable to every excite- 
ment of INDIGNATION. While the former 
are exerting every nerve to acquire fubfiflence 
and obtain approbation, with honefty and 
unfuUied reputation; the latter are deriving 
indifcriminate fupport by every degree of 
DECEPTION without doors, and every Ipe- 
cies of PECUNIARY oppreffion within. Ser- 
vants, it is a maxim, foon acquire the virtues 
or vices of their employers, if they indulge 
a wifli to retain their fituations ; and upon 
the truth of that anciei^t adage, " birds of a 
feather flock together," where you find the 
wifh to pleafe predominant in the mafter or 
miftrefs, you immediately obferve fympathe- 
tic afTiduity in their dependents ; and this re- 
mark will hold good, with very Jew ex^ 

ceptionSf 
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teptionsj in almoft every inn from Yarmouth 
in Norfolk, to the land's end in Cornwall. 

Under this eflabli/hed truth. It is alfo an 
additional faft, that while the very refpedt- 
able clafs, whofe integrity I appkud, and 
whofe afliduity the public perceive and pro- 
tc&f. are obtaining the very beft corn and 
hay that can be confumed upon the premifes, 
without refpeft to the price of purchafe ; not 
more from a defire to promote their hourly 
encreafing reputation, th^n to gratify the 
happy fenfation of inherent probity ; the lat- 
ter are conftantly procuring the hay and corn 
only, that can be purchafed at the very 
LOWEST PRICE, without a relative coufidera- 
tion to quality y confcience, or reputation^ 

Happy for the owners, much more happy 
for the fatigued and dejedted horfes, if either 
poflefled the good fortune or fagacity, to dif- 
cover the internal comforts by external ap- 
pearance ; nor can I conceive it would be 
bad policy in the very great numbers who , 
conftantly travel, if they were to obtain by 
petition to parliament a legal injunSlion^ that 
the SIGN without fliould be ftridly emble- 

VoL* IL A a matic 
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matic of the treatment within ; and thejEe not 

Correfponding, fhould be puniflied with tht 

lofs of licence upon refpedtable information. 

As it is, influenced by the power of externa) 

purity, we enter the gates of" an Angel,'' 

and in a few minutes repentantly perceive 

we have been induced to encounter a Devil. 

Where we are taught to expedt meeknefe 

from "the Lamb,"^' we frequently find th» 

fcfocity of A Lion. At the " head of a 

King,*' we meet accommodations for A 

CoBLER. At a Castle, the- manners of ^ 

Cottage. At the Rose, we are furrounded 

with Thorns ; and at the White RaveNv» 

we difcover a Rook. 

Returning however from a flight digreflion 
to thq; fubjed: in agitation, I muft confefsj 
OSTLERS are a very ufeful body of men indi- 
vidually confidered ; but long experience and 
attentive obfervation have rendered it an in** 
^^■' VaTiablc rule with me, to adopt fhe good pld 
maxim of ** never trufling ihtm farther than 
I can r^e them ^" and this upon the recoUedir- 
on oi difalfe rnanger having been difcoveredat 
k pi ixicipai inn in the town of my nativity^ iii 
the days of j u veijility 5 and the correfjpond- 



y 
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ihg dfeclairatibn of a legerdemain adven- 
turer (at that time inoft applicably itt 
iexhibition) whofe falutary caution I have ever 
retained: '"^ Look sharp, for ii your eyes 
are not quicker than my bands 1 fliall cer- 
tainly deceive you/' This is a fpecies of de- 
ception fo conftantly pradlifcd, and fo hap- 
pily enjoyed by the performers, that I make 
it an invariable rule (by perfonal attendance) 
to ihield myfelf from the mortifying reflec- 
tion of fo much impofition upon my pocket 
or my underftanding. 

It fhould be considered that road horses 
of every denomination are, from their cou- 
ftant work and great utility, entitled to a pro- 
portional degree of care and attention with 
the moft valuable horfes in the kingdom ; 
for though it is by no means neceflary (but 
evidently improper) they fhould be in the 
feme high ftate of condition as horfes appro- 
priated to the higher fpheres of racing and 
hunting j yet there is a certain lyftematic uni- 
formity in their mode of treatment, that re- 
gularly adhered to, will prove equally advan- 
tageoiis with one clafsr, as the almoft unbound- 
ed circumfpedlion fo earneftly recommended 

with the other* 

A a ^ For 
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For in fiance, very warm ftables and a pro- 
fufion of body cloths are to be avoided, with 
horfes that are neceffarily deftined to enter a 
variety upon the road in conftant travelling ; 
encountering the extremes of heat and cold^ 
the indifference of aliment, the various kinds 
of water, and different modes of treatment. 
Many of thefe, although not in the imme- 
diate need of fuch large portions of nutri- 
ment as thofe in the habit of more violent 
exertions ; yet they are entitled to all the ufe- 
ful minutiae of flable difcipline, that fo clearly 
contribute to the prefervation of health, m 
horfes of a fuperior defcription. 

Horfes coming under the denomination of 
ROAD HORSES, or common hacks in occa- 
fional excurfions and diurnal domeflic em- 
ployment, will fupport themfelves in good 
ftate (with moderate gentle work) upon 
three feeds of corn; on the contrary, horfes 
of every kind, in conflant work and exer- 
tions of magnitude, (as incefTant journeying, 
t)r travelling pofl) mufl be fupplied, at leajiy 
with a peck of corn a day. Large and 
flrong carriage horfes in perpetual work, 

will 
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will require confiderably more, or become 
emaciated by lofs of fle(h in frequent per- 
fpiration. Thefe rules are offered as a kind 
of general ftandard ; they muft, however, re- 
main fubjed: to the conditional regulations of 
thofe who become individually interefted in 
the event. 

There are numerous caufes to be afiigned 
why horfes conftantly ufed in travelling (par- 
ticularly in the winter) and fubjedl to all ttte 
viciffitudes of different ftabling upon the 
roads, moftly bear the appearance of inva- 
lids, and look fo very different from thofe 
kept under a fyftematic and invariable mode 
of management in private (tables . The de- 
grees of deception, and various ills they have 
to encounter in many inns, are abfolutely 
incredible, to thofe unacquainted with tie 
arts in falhionable practice \ the deflruftive 
negligence of OjUerSy the badnefs of hay, the 
hardnefs of pump watevy and what is ftill 
more to be lamented, the scarcity of 
CORN, render it a matter of aftonifhment how 
they are enabled to perform journies of fuch 
an amazing extent as they are perpetual!^ 
defined to. 

Aa 3 By 
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By way of prelude to the inftruftionr \ 
conceive requilite, to fprm the mind qf 
every young 'and inexperienced traveller; 
it cannot be confidered inapplicable to 
flrcngthen the inculcation by a fliort re- 
cital of an intrpdudtory fa(3: that not long 
fince occurred in the neighbourhood of my 
prefent refidence : Where a farmer enjoyed 
his moiety of land at a very eafy rent, under 
an excellent landlord, and no immoderate 
oppreflioi^ from parochial taxes ; and though 
he was univerfally known to l>e an hone^ 
induftriou? man, yet repeated harvejis pro- 
duced nothing but additional deficiences ; in 
fhort, circumftances became annually most 
and more contradled, till dire necessity 
compelled him to relinquifli both land and 
habitcUion, without having it in his power to 
accufe Providence of severity, or himfelf 

of NEGLECT, 

ric was Toon fucceeded, at an advanced 
rent, by a man who was equally honcft^ 
fcbcr, and induftrious with himfelf; who 
continued plodding on under the happy 
conrolwitioii of finding every harveft produce 
additional gain and . ccumi^lation of profit. 

As 
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As PA ME is feldom erroneous in this parti^ 
xular^ his predeceflbr hearing of his fuccefs, 
cinder a confiderable advance of rent, took 
the liberty of calling upon him, with a 
blunt but honeft apology ^ for ailcing fo 
impertinent a queftion ; but it was, to be in- 
formed how he, who had the farm at a 
much eafier rent, could not even pay that 
fcnt and fubfift his family wkh all his care 
and OBConomy; While his fucceflbr was not 
only jevidently doing this, but daily increaf- 
ing his ftock from the fuperflux?" When 
the other replied, that the whole art of his 
fuccefs and improvement of the premifes, 
.Cpofifted in nothing mqre than an invariable 
adherence to two words and their confq- 
quence ; that when his predeceflbr held the 
ferm, a too implicit confidence in and reli- 
ance upon his fervants led him intp unex- 
pefted and invisible lofles. You, fays he, 
always ordered your dependents to ** Ge'- 
and do this^ that^ or the other ; my plan is 
jthe very fame as yours in every other re- 
fpeft but this ; from the firft hour of my 
coming into the farm it has been my con- 
ftant maxim to fay, ^* Let's go /' the eje^ 
pf which has evidently occifioned the very 

A a 4 widj? 
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Wide diiFerence between your circumftancei 
and mine. 

There certainly can be no doubt but the 
farmer's excellent maxim fhould bjp adopted 
by all thofe who rely too much upon the af- 
fccftcd diligence of ojilers^ and pretended fidc-^ 
lity oi fervants ; without a fingle confiftent 
rcflciflion upon the caufe of their approaching 
every day nearer to poverty. For my own 
part, I am not at all aftiamed to acknowledge^ 
if my horfcs are in higher condition as to ex- 
ternal appearance, ftronger in the chace, or 
ii\orc rcfpcdtable upon the road than my;, 
neighbours, it is only to be attributed to thft 
;ulinirablc admonition of*' let's go," imdcr 
\v!u\.h Incredible advantage of perfonal fuper- 
/ ..\*v,.{;.v.v I become fecurity for the certain 
c\.\utioa of mv own orders. 

'rhi.> to rhc inj^trcntive cr inccniiderate, 
iv./.v u\or :oo itror^ of n:::iditv, ;ind feem 
ihs^v,.^: :.o ::;;:vh ac xjxz cLinciers of 
u,v,::.i:s 1,1 ::c.:<rriL; hcwev,.r, the more 

i \ • » ' • * •' » " » » ***--»>> r* :*•■.■> r V * • iiT " '^. ^"^ 1 n 
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proper extenfion of confidence; though 
• taken in the aggregate, the proportion is 
(o exceedingly inferior, that well-bought ex- 
perience amply juftifies me in the opi- 
nion, that the greater number of dcpen- 
* dents there are retained in any one family, 
(however fmall the fcale, or extenfive the 
eftablifhment,) the more the employer be^ 
comes the hourly prey of plunder and im- 
pofition. 

Habituated to a belief of this faft, which 
it is beyond the power of either argu- 
jrnent or fophiftry to difprove ; I have long 
held in retention two excellent maxims 
(originally from high authority) that confti- 
tute a ufeful trio, in conjundion with 
the emphatical precept of the fermer.- 
That of " never putting off till to-^morrow 
what can be done to-^day ;" or, *' letting an-- 
other do for you, what you can do for' 
yourfelf.'' Thefe rules conditionally ad- 
hjBred to, as much as circumftances, litua- 
tion, and relative confiderations will ad- 
mit; would, I believe, have faved from 
ruin, THOUSANDS who have been depre- 
dated by. the villainy of fervants, and now 

lament^ 
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kmcnt, in the moft diftreffing indigence, 
their fornier inadvertency. » 

Thefe admonitions are introduced merely 
a« a mirror worthy the accurate infpedion 
and remembrance of thofe inconfiftent be- 
ings, who, difinounting at the different 
inns upon a journey, give their confe- 
queatial inftru<SliQns to an oftler> or perhaps 
a jiable boy^ and never coniefcend even 
to look upon the poor animal again, till 
neceffariiy produced for the continuance of 
his journey, at the end of twelve, twenty- 
four, or eight and forty hours. This almoft 
incredible infenfibility and felf-importancc, 
brings to memory the pompofity of a me- 
dical ftudent frefh from the trammels of 
hofpital attendance, and led:ures uppn Os- 
teology ; whofe head was fo replete with 
anatomical phrafeology, that his mouth was 
never permitted to open but in a difplay 
of profeffional ability. For riding into one 
of the principal inns, in the firfl: town in 
the county, and alighting from a poney of 
fmall dimenfions, he vociferoufly reiterated 
the appellation of*' Ostler!" *' Sir!'' 
*' divefl my horfe of his integuments V^ 

7 - Of 
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Of the felf-fame dignity was poor 
Wig NELL, an ipferior aftor, but '^ fiock 
King J ' of Covent Garden Tljeafre for many 
years; whofe ftage confequence became fo 
habitual to him, he could ney^r bc divefted 
of it in the mof|: trifling occurrences of 
common life. At the concluficM^ of the 
y^inter feafon, when mailing his itinerant 
excurlion to join a company in the coun- 
try for the fummer, he difmpunted at an 
inn upon the road, ^nd ordering proper 
proportions of corn and water for the 
Bucephalus on which he rode, enjoyed 
himfelf moft: luxtu'ioufly upon the heft 
%o bjc produce4. When fatiate with good 
living, he depofited his pecuniary compen- 
fation, and fillying forth, exclaimed moft 
theatrically for the ** Ostler ;" who 
appearing, the gueft approached him with 
his whip clenched in his hand (in the 
planner of a truncheon, like the Ghoft in 
Hamlet), ftill continuing to call upon the 
\^ Ostler." The oftler recovering from the 
firft furprife, ventured, after feme trifling 
hefitation, to anfwer, but with doubt and 
. difmayj ff Sir!" ^^ When my y?^^^ has put 
^ ^ period to his provender^ produce him." 
. ' ' ' ' ' This 
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V 

This was a thunder ftrokc to a man Kttlc 
read in fcripturey and a flranger to be-- 
rotes y particularly when accompanied with 
tragic EMPHASIS and elocution. John 
not knowingy^ and not being able tOr tfvinc 
the meaFffing of this majeftic injundion, 
fcratched ' his head, and tremblingly rc- 
cchoedy. ^' Si, Si,r !" « When my Jteei 
has put a f^rhd to his provender j produce 
him." " Upon my foul. Sir, I don't know 
what you mean J'* " Why> you fcoundrel ! 
* when my hbrfe has eat his cofn^ bring him 
out of the ftable." Whether he had real- 
ly been put in poflcflion of any com at 
aiU was a matter of no personal con- 
cern to poor WiGNELL, provided he 
had the immaculate aflurance of the 0/?- 
lery that it was all confumed ; and this, 
it is much to be regretted, is the invari- 
able cuftom of numbers, who deftitute of 
the finer feelings, and perfeft ftrangers to 
the enlivening rays of humanity, are 
open to no other fenfation, than the pre- 
dominant gratification of felf-prefervation. 

Returning, however, to the management 
of Road Horses, whether on a journey 

4 of 
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of continuance, or in their daily work at 
home, and refident in their own ftables, 
the fame care and J^ttention arc equally 
neceflary ; I have ever (feelingly) found, 
SERVANTS at home require the fame cir- 
cumfpe^tion and fuperiatendance as Ost- 
lers abroad; and happy that man, if ont 
there isy who through life has had well- 
founded reafon to be of a different opi^ 
nion; if fo, he is entitled to my beft 
congratulations^ for poflefUng fo valuioble 
a novelty. 



* - 1^ *- 



Horfes of this defcription have . every 
claim with others to the fame . regularity 
of ftable difcipline ; they fhould he at aU 
times as equally prepared for a.-^^journey, 
as their fuperiors for the chxe ; the faddlc 
has as great a right to be complete and 
fit eafy^ and the fhoes to be as firm as 
the firft hunter in the kingdom. They 
are at all times entitled to fubftantial dref- 
fing, good foft water, and proper exercife ; 
their legs: and heels to be well walhed 
from dirt, and rubbed dr^, in the winter 
feafon ; their feet to be picked, flopped, 
and hoofs oiled, at all feifons of the year; 

and 
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and their hay and corn as methodicalljr 
given, and as good in its kind (if pofli- 
ble to be obtained, which in moft inns it 
is not) as to thofe of fuperior qualifica- 
tions. And thefe peculiar attentions become 
the more neceflary, if the owner, from that 
innate monition that is an ornament to 
human nature ; or the prevalence of fafhioa 
in external appearance, wifties him to movt 
with pleafure to himfelf, and credit to hit 
cttfter. 

There are various matters of general 
coaceni^ that require a little animadter- 
fion: Firft, the indifcreet a<5 of riding a 
horfe to the end of his journey in a ftat# 
of violent perfpiration, to be then led 
about in the hands of an Oilier, till ie 
cools -y and this at all times of the ycafj 
without the leift refped: to feafons* The 
abfurdity is fo palpable, under the defined 
cfFedt of obftruSed perfpiration fo repeat- 
edly introduced, that an additional line is 
not required upn the fubjed: : but that 
the inconfiftencT of fuch praftice may 
more forcibly afed thofe who perfevere 
only from inadvertency, and others who 

are 



ROAD HORSES. 367 

are fufficiently humble to imbibe iiiftruc- 
tion; let it be perfedly underftood, that 
-any man riding very faft^ without a fub- 
llantial reafon, is never by the impartial 
fpeilaior taken for a King or a Conjurer. 

But left my unfiipported opinion fliould 
have no weight with fuch Highflying 
gentry, I beg to advance a jfenfible remark 
6f a neighbouring friend (very recently 
made) who, in ferious converfation, af- 
fured me, ^* he never faw a man gallop 
into or out of a town, but he was clearly 
convinced, the horfe was not his own, or 
the rider was jeither a fool or a madman.'^ 
To this very fair and candid inference, I 
^m induced to add another corrpboratiqa 
of public opinion, upon what they con- 
ceive the moft ftriking proof of their cou- 
rage and refpedlability. An old farmer 
within three miles of my own refidence, 
baving difmifled a brother of the faculty 
who formerly attended his family, gave mc" 
li^is very concife reafon for fo doing; *' I 
did not choofe he fhould attend my fa- 
mily any longer, for he always rides /q 
faji^ I am fure he never thinks." Is it 

poffible, 
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poffiblc, can it be hardly credibk^r that any 
rational compofition, after giving thefe 
truths (that have fallen from old and ex- 
perienced obfervers) a moment's reflec-^ 
tion, will ever lay himfelf open to the 
feverity of farcafms, or rather juft con- 
temptuous reproofs, that inftantly confti- 
tute him a fool or a madman in the eyes^ 
of all the v^rorld ? Under confiderations of 
fo much weight, I can have but little 
doubt that every random traveller^ (not 
totally callous to the didlates of prudence 
and difcretion) to whofe rumination thefe 
hints may become fubfervient; will, in 
future, diveft himfelf of his Prostatic 
FUROR, and conclude his ftage or journey 
by fuch gradual declination of fpeed for 
the laft two or three miles, as may bring 
his horfe tolerably cool into the proper re- 
ceptacle, without perfevering in a public 
proof of folly, always produftive of danger 
and certam contempt. 

As it is fo evidently proper to ride a 
horfe very moderately at the conclufion of a 
journey, fo it muft prove equally neceflary 
at the beginning. When a horfe is brought 

out 
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out of the ftable with the ftomach and in- 
teftines expanded with food and excrement^ 
he cannot encounter rapid exertion with-- 
out much difficulty and temporary inconveni- 
ence> till the inteftinal accumulation is con- 
liderably reduced and carried off by repeated 
evacuations ; the work of digeftion fhould 
alfo be gradually effedled to relieve the fto- 
mach, and take from the preffure that muft 
inevitably fall upon the lobes of the lungs, 
(reftraining their natural ^ elafticity) under 
which the horfe muft move with a load of 
difquietude till fuch weight is progreffively 
removed. 

The certainty of this fadt every reader of 
no more than common fagacity will difcover, 
without further information from me ; when 
I refer him to his recollection, for the great 
difficulty a horfe encounters, when put into 
hAsty action, after receiving his por- 
tion oi food and water ^ either at morning, 
noon, or night. From this remark diredly 
branches another, equally worthy the conii- 
deration of travellers; that is, the almoft 
univer^l abfurdity of giving, or rather order-- 
ing their horfe s a pail of cold water (ufuall/ 
-Vol. 11. Bb ix 
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in inn yards from the pump) in the morning, 
fometimes. before, (which is ridiculous in the 
extreme) but generally immediately after they 
have fwallowed their corn ; upon an erroneous 
fuppofition, that upon fuch accumulated 
STUFFING, they will be enabled to furmoimt 
all the difficulties of a long and fatiguing 
journey. 

Upon the inconfiftency of this praftice, I 
beg to appeal only to the unprejudiced re- 
membrance of thofe who have unthinkingly 
adopted it ; whether horfes thus loaded^ do 
not travel for fome miles with the greateft 
feeming labour and inconvenience ? Admitting 
this pofition without a fingle exception, there 
<cannot be a remaining doubt, but thofe horfes, 
commencing their journey aloioft immediately 
after the ftomach becomes expanded with 
the accuftomed portion of hay and corn; 
had with much more propriety proceed a few 
miles gently on the road, and take their water 
at a foft STANDING POND, or POOL, when 
the frame (by preceding evacuations) is more 
adapted to receive it. But even in this al- 
ternative, proper difcrimination is abfolutely 
neccflary ; for horfes, cither on a journey or 

in 



liOAD HditSES; 37t 

in common exercife, fhould never be per- 
mitted to drink at all in Jharp Jha/Iow Jireams^ 
that run over a rufty gravel, or through a 
black peaty foil ; they are equally barfli, and 
Seldom or never fail to have a fevere efFedt 
upon the inteftinal caiial, in producing yr^/ 
or cAo/ic in a greater or lefs degree, and fet- 
ting the Qoat by a fudden coUapfion of the 
cutaneous pores in a few minutes after ufe. 

To enumerate the minutiae of manage- 
ment, and bring it into a concife and fingle 
point of view, I heartily (and upon experi- 
mental proof of the advantage) recommend 
every perfon upon a journey, whether long or 
Jhort, who takes up his temporary refidence 
AT INNS, to make it his invariable rule to 
aEE (by either himfelf or fervant) that his- 
horfes are drejfedy fed^ and watered *, their 
heels wafhed, feet flopped, hoofs oiled, and 
his equipments or apparatus, whether for 
riding or driving, examined as to their fafety, 
every night or morning, if not at every flage ; 
perhaps the latter may always prove the 
moft eligible, for thofe who will compound 
at a very triflng degree of additional trouble, 

B b 2 . to 
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to avoid the poffibility of unexpefted danger 
or difappointment. 

To infurc the execution of all which, with 
the lefs reluftance on the part of your depend- 
ents, let it be ever predominant in the mind, 
** to do as you would be done unto 5" libe- 
rality judicioufly exerted is the beft fecu- 
rity for a cheerful execution of your wiflies. 
It fhould be forcibly imprefled upon the mind 
of every traveller, who wifhes to become a 
gueft of refpeftability, that " thq labourer 
is worthy of his hire," and the hope of re- 
ward fweetens labour. Upon the ostler, 
the WAITER, and the CHAMBERMAID, de- 
pends not only your comfort but your fifety j 
and it is fo completely in the junBion of the 
trio, to render your armed chair eafy, or re- 
plete with the thorns of difquietude, that it 
will be not only neceflary you treat them with 
becoming civility, diverted of the dilgufting 
pride of perfonal oftentation ^ but take care 
to beftow fuch exprej/ive marks of your ap- 
probation, as will fufEciently influence them 
to confider you upon every future occafion, 

more the dom€ftic friend than thw^ cafual 
ftranger. 

In 
3 
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In pecuniary compenfations of this kind 
it is ridiculous to be on the penurious iide of 
gratification ^ a fingle fliilling very frequently, 
IN THEIR OPINIONS, couftitutcs the line of 
diftindtion between ** a gentleman" and 
" A BLACKGUARD ;" then who would en- 
counter 

•* The infolence of office, and the fpurns 
'* That patient merit of th' unworthy takes," 

when ** a good name," with a profufion of 
adulation, may be purchafed for fo paltry 
a confideration. In fhort, although the ex- 
pences attendant upon the conveniences of 
fuch receptacles conftitute a tax of enormity ; 
yet if you wifli to infure your own comfort, 
with the fafety of your horfe, you have no 
alternative but to confider them debts of 
honour that muft be paid. 

Before we bid adieu to the fubjecfl of road 
horfes, it cannot prove inapplicable to intro- 
duce a few remarks upon the inconfiftency of 
wafhing the bodies of poft and itage horfes 
all over with cold water ^ fo foon as they are 
taken out of their harnefs, when in the higheft 
ftate of perfpiration. This cuftom is be- 

B b 3 come 
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come fo univerfal, that wc perceive its adoption 
in almoft every inn yard of eminence through 
the kingdom : That I may, however, avoid 
the accufation of rafhly condemning a pradtice 
fo numeroufly fupported, I fhall only ftart 
fuch matters of opinion for due deliberation, 
as may more materially concern thofe inte- 
rcfted in the confequence. 

That is, whether it is poflible to believe^ 
(after a moment's refledtion) that a horfe who 
has gone ten, fifteen, or twenty miles with 
great exertion, and is brought in with the per-r 
fpirable matter palling oflF in ftreams ; can be 
completely plunged into a torrent of cold 
WATER, without at leaft the very great pro-^ 
hihlUty of dcilruclive ccnfequcnces, from in- 
IVantur.coiiily clofing the cuticular pores, and 
incvirably k eking up the whole mafs of fe- 
crctcd pcrfj^nnitivc matter in a ilate of tempo- 
rary ib^iution ? 

In thi< unnatural ihock the conftitution 
K\\ ir.c^ the v:ri::rrioa of decilion, the whole 
tuVvX't vL ;vr:o.inc cntirch^ upon the ftate of the 
bUwl . ic the bworfc thould be luckily free from 
cxvrv tr.;;: of ^iicii'c^ iad rather bci:r.c than 

cbrcc 
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fibove himfelf in condition, difplaying a ftate . 
of purity in appearance, nature may, under 
fuch favourable circumftances, prove herfelf 
adequate to the talk of abforption, and it may 
be again received into the circulation, no ill 
confequences becoming perceptible : But 
fhould the veffels have been before overload- 
ed, and the blood ii> a ftate of viscidity, 
very great danger muft inevitably enfue ; for 
the perfpirative matter thus preternaturally 
thrown upon the circulation, after acquiring 
by its ftagnation a proportional tenacity, muft 
render the whole fyftem liable to fudden in- 
flammation upon increafing the blood's mo- - 
tion to the leaft degree of velocity. 

To the perfuafive force of the^fe probable 
cffedts, I have long fince become the greater 
convert, by attentively adverting to the great 
number of those horses that fo fuddenly 
drop dead upon the road,, in the very next 
ftage after having undergone fuch unnatural 
ablution. To the rational or fcientific ob- 
ferver, the caufe of thefe deaths does not 
require a momentary inveftigation ; the fyftem 

of CIRCULATION, DERIVATION, REPLE- 

Ti(^N, and REVULSION are too well under- 

B b 4 ftood 
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* 

ftood to heiitate a moment in pronouncing 
fuch fuddeii deaths to be generally occafioned 
by the means already affigned : The phyfical 
procefs of which repulfion of perfpirativc 
matter, and its ejfFedls upon various habits, 
are too minutely explained under the heads 
of different difeafes, in many parts of our 
former volume, to render farther difquifition 
in the leaft neqeflary. 

Por my own part, ever open to intelled:ual 
improvement and conftantly courting con- 
vid:ion, I moft anxioufly wifti to be informed 
through the channel of lyftematic impartia- 
lity, what can be hoped, wijhedy or expeSled 
from a proceeding fo entirely new ; that can- 
not be more confiftently obtained by the ut- 
moft extent of fricSion properly perfevered in, 
with the ufual modes ofv^ispiNG, brush- 
ing, and CLEANING, as in general ufe in 
almoft every flablc of uniformity in the king- 
dom. Nor can I at all conceive, as every 
'thing that can be required relative to condi- 
tion, labour, and appearance is to be effedted 
by means divefted of danger ; why fuch un- 
juiiiliable modes need be brought into prac- 
tice, without a fmgle confident idea to juftify 

their 
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their introdudtion for either improvement or 
utility* 

Having formerly made fome few obferva- 
tions upon the convenience of Public Repo-- 
fitories for the fale of horfes by audtion ; I 
am induced, from a recent difcovery, to add 
a fingle remark upon one of their local lawsy 
indicative of great apparent probity in the 
proprietors df fuch receptacles, but replete 
with danger to thofe, who confign valuable 
horfes for fale, fliould the rules fo made be 
perfevered in. Since the publication of my 
former volume, a friend (upon my making 
an occafional journey to London) begged me 
to execute the commiffion of felling a found 
five year old mare at one of the mofl fafhion- 
able repofitories in the metropolis. Reaching 
London the day preceding the fale, and giv-^ 
ing my inflruftions, I returned in the morn- 
ing, and after amufing myfelf upon different 
parts of the premifes, accidently approached 
the PULPIT ; upon which was affixed literary 
information, *^ that perfons felling horfes 
WARRANTED SOUND On a Monday were en^ 
titled to the money on Friday y and thofe fo fold 
gnd warranted on a "Thurjday might receive 

payment 
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^BSammg Mmday ; if in the 

ItccK or hories were not re- 

Thc palpable abfur- 

ridiciilous a&d unjuft 

\j premeditated plan 

Sac Jipaa rc-confidering mj 

diecnnditions of iale, I found 

ibid at the hammer I had not 

r wmtmg job of fi>ur days in 

t, but the chance of A. 

XT die expiration of that time. 
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:af IK moBcj. For the purchafer 
finbEs^ x^ jttiii lcg e iA riding her for fo 
sbr » do to any diflance, or any 
csdKis ^ and not approving her in 
kad only to confer the favour 
ci^ ^-^ .w :i: spca SLny particular part, to ccca- 
i-crr irsrr^^xnr piin and limping, that might 
-uicr ^ r;:r.:r:i under the plea of unfoundnejs^ 
X :cx:-::^«C th>: felicr a dupe to the force of 

CCCUii^' i:M5.E?OSITORICAL INTEGRITY, 

V^vxr cie weight of indignation, that 
^;^JivJ Y irvic trcm ferious refledion, upon 
Uiv ^ ^ t <viceat want of confiftency in mu- 
XI. -. v.^N*'--^.^^^ ^^^ ^^^ '^^^ naturally to con- 
v^v^vv* ^x\<>cj:x> fix the ftandard of ec^uity, 

and 
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and prevent unfair preponderation in favour 
o£ either buyer or feller \ I returned the mare 
to the owner without expofing her to fale^ 
with an invariable determination, never to 
fell a horfe of even ten pounds value, 
where the purchafer may not only pofTefs the 
privilege, but fufficient time to render him a 
complete cripple, by hard riding or bad 
pianagement, leaving me no confolation but 
my own acquicfceilce and extreme folly for 
fepentance. 

I 
Taking into conlideration the very tedious 
and expenfive litigations that have been car- 
jried on in our courts of law, upon the fub- 
jedt of horfes prowing unfound fotne time 
after fale and delivery ; I think it neceffary 
(after proper reference to the definition of 
the word ** sound," in the early part of 
the former volume,) to introduce my own 
method of difpofal, where I conceive the 
horfe to be perfedly healthy and entirely 
found at the moment of delivery • . 

A learned Peer upon one bench, way, 
under fandlion of an eminent fituation, 
and the advantage of coining a new law to 

anfwer 
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anfwcr every particular purpofe, dldatorially 
infinuate to a jury» ^' that a horfe ihould 
Continue found for a certain number of iays^ 
weeks y or months after the purchafe;'* and 
fix upon a flipulated fum for what he has 
condefcended to term " a sound price;" 
aicertaining fuch opinion an invariable crite- 
rion for all future decifions in Weftminfter* 
Hall: Or a worthy Baron upon another, 
^* that a man may lawfulfy corre£k his wife 
with a flick no bigger than his thumb." 
But however accurate fuch calculations may 
liavc been made by the very high and re<* 
ipedable authorities I allude to, they cannot 
be more free from cafual exceptions, than 
the great inJinity vf rules where exceptions 
are always admitted* 

Howc\Tr, as I corJefs myfelf one of thofe 
never implicitly bound merely by matter of 
tpi^ks^ with an utter averfion to difpofing of 
horic^ in W'clbraniler-Hall, and experimen- 
tiilv cv^nviiK^ how v^ry fuddenly hoxits fall 
ii^* \\ ithout a vinble cauie ; as well as how 
iVxx^vKiuW th^Y arx: att^ked with acute difeafe 
AiKi ^\iA.iS ^\z/^^^J :j^ without any particular 
ir;!tto:i to be coUccbcd eves fkom DissEC-f 

TION} 
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•JTION : Under the influence of thefe predo^ 
minant fa<9:s, I have long fince adopted a cer- 
tain invariable mode of difpofal, that I con- 
fcientioufly recommend, to prevent difgrac* 
on one fide, or difiatisfadiion on the other. 

My method is equally concife and deci- 
five: If the horfe is unequivocally sou nd* 
I am perfectly content to warrant .him fo, 
even upon oath, if requiredy to the hour of 
DELIVERY, but not a ^ngle hour beyond itjr 
for let it be held in memory, he is as liable 
to become lame^ difeafed^ or a fubjedt of 
dijfolutiony in that very hour, as in any 
other of his life. — I am equally v^illing to 
fhow all his paces w^ith hounds, or on the 
road, (according to his appropriation) but 
not mounted by a Jlranger^ of whofe qua- 
lifications in riding I know as little as he 
does of my horfe in temper and aSlion ; and 
confequently, from a want of congeniality 
between the natural difpofition of one^ and 
correfponding pliability of the otber^ the 
horfe might be fhown to palpable difad- 
yantage. For it may be relied on, and ac- 
cepted as a certain fadt, that almofi: every 
v^orie will move in another flile, and difphy 

^ very 
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a very diiJerent figure, when crofled by one 
that he is accuftomed to, who knows his 
tendencies, and the ftate of his mouth, than 
under the hands of one to whom he is totally 
unknown ; all which they have natural faga- 
city to difcover, in a much greater degree 
than generally believed by tliofe who have 
had but flender opportunities of attending to 
their perfections. 



The T U R F, 



That has totally diffipated fome of the 
moft fplendid fortunes in a very few years, 
and left the poireflbrs to lament in indi- 
gence, the fatal effeds of their credulity, 
and the folly of infedion ; is entitled to 
fuch few remarks as appertain to the pre- 
valence of a fafhion that has, within a very 
ihort fpace of years, involved not only num- 
bers of the mofl: eminent characters, 
but hundreds of inferior y in the general ruin. 
For the lail half century this rage has been 
ib very predominant that great numbers even 

of 
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ef the commercial world could not with- 
ftand the force of temptation; to have a 
horfe or two in training has been ant 
objcft of the higheft ambition, to the gra- 
tification of which,^ every other profped or 
purfait has beien rendered fiibfervient. The 
contagion has been in its efFeds fo delufive, 
that Lottety Office Keepers and Pawnbrokers 
have been racing againft the horfes of Peers 
of the realni, to the inevitable accumulatipr^ 
of DEBTS, the defrauding of creditors, 
and the promoting of bankruptcies. 
This is not calculated to create furprife, 
when it is not only recolleded in rumiaation, 
but confirmed by time and experience, that 
nothing but a fortune of immenfity can ftandl 
againft the enormous expence of breeding 
and TRAINING ; the flucftuating uncertainty 
of the produce ; and laftly, what is ftill more 
to be dreaded, the innate villainy and Jiudi^d 
deception of the fubordinate clafles, with 
whom your honour and property arc 
eventually entruftcd ; and upon whofe caprice^ 
intereji, villainy ^ or integrity^ you muft un- 
avoidably depend, to carry your purpofes into 
cxecutioi^. 

9 

However 
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However ftrange and unpromifing thli de^* 
lineation may appear to the young and 
inexperienced fportfnian^ (who having no 
guile in his own diipofition, does not fuf-« 
pe<ft it in others) yet the projeded villainies 
are fo numerous^ and refined to £o many 
different degrees of deception, that in the 
prefent ftate of porting purification, it is al- 
moft impoffibie for any man to train and 
run a horfe, or make a fingle bet upon their 
fuccefs, without falling into one of the innu- 
merable plots that will be laid for his de- 
ftraftion. Exclufiye of the experimental 
proofs we fliall have occafion to introduce 
in corroboration of this remark, it may not 
be out of point to bbferve, that a late noble 
Lord, within my own memory, was fo well 
convinced of this fadt, that when in the ab- 
folute pofTeffion of a stable of winners, 
he totally relinquiihed a purfuit of fo much 
pleafure, and fold off his ftud, rather than 
continue the flanding prey of premeditated 
plunder ; convinced by long and attentive 
experience, no moderate fortune or common 
fagacity could fliield him from the joint 
rapacity of dependents, who were to parti- 
cipate 
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cipate m the conftant deprediatioii upon an 
IndividuaL # 

To thiS prudent decifioii, he was juftly 
influenced by the eagerly expefted return of 
his training groom from a fummer expedition, 
with three running horfes of fome emi- 
nence, that had in their excurfion of little 
more than four months, obtained poflef- 
fion of feven fifty pound plates* But after 
having received the different prizes, and 
difcharged all contingent expences, this 
rAiThPUL STEWARD, by the dint of 
arithmetical proficiency, brought his Maf- 
ter in debtor, upon the balance, upwards 
of .fifty pounds. This impofition (or rather 
robbery) too palpable not to be difcovered^ 
his Lordfhip, with a degree of liberality 
fuperior to perfonal altercation, immedi- 
ately obliterated, and then declared his in- 
flexible determination to difcontinue both 
BREEDING and TRAINING, a refolution 
he fteadily perfevered in to the end of his 
life; nor has it been renewed by either of 
his fuccejflbrs, though there are in the fa- 
mily manfian, as excitements, feveral capital 
paintings of many of the firft horfes of 
Vol. IL C c their 
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their timc> that had been bred by theii 
di&rent predece/ibrs. 

This judicious reiignation proved of^ljr a 
voluntary prelude to the wonderful axinl- 
hilation of property th4t has contpulfiyetjf 
followed with thpfe of lefs pcudenc^f pe^ 
netration, or refolution ; in corroboratioa of 
which, we are prevented by delicacy alone^ 
from an enumeration of even (he initials 
only of the names of many enunent and 
cnnobl?d chara^ers, (fprpi^rly pqflbfled of 
princely fortunes) who now fubfiji m/srefy 
upon the fcanty favings from th$ wreck 
of indifcretion : ftripped of the nvinu$ro{is 
ftud and pompous appendages^ to which 
their titles were blazoned forth in various 
lifts, of ** The famous high-bred running 
cattle," as well as the annual " Racing 
Calendar." Some few of the Right Ho- 
nourable Adventurers have efcaped the 
** general ruin," and fortunately retain their 
pofleflions and undiminiihed ftuds; but 
they are fo conliantly contrafting in num- 
ber, that they ferve only to eftablifh the 
admitted exception to ruks> in whif:h we 

may 
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may fairly infer their immeiife properties 
to haye operated as preventatives. 

This iport, that has for many years been 
fo exceedingly prevalent, is at length de- 
clining very faft among the middle and 
inferior clafles of people; and of this di- 
minution the annual contributioij of two 
guineas each to government is a fufficient 
proof, when it is known, that all the 
norfes that run, paid, or received for- 
i^EiT, in the united kingdonis laft year, 
did not exceed eight hundred : a number 
that does not niuch furpafs tl^e averaged 
half of horfes fupported in training fome 
few years paft ^ a circuinftance that re- 
quires little farther corroboration, than the 
numerous plates advertifed in different parts, 
for the two or three laft years, that were 
©ever run for, f * for want of horfes/' 

This falling off may be juftly attributed 
to a combination of obftacles; the pon- 
ftantly ericreafing expence of training, 
the minifterial tax, the profeffional dupli- 
city (or rather "^ family deception) of Ki- 

♦ Gamblers are ki^own by the appellation of *^ The 
jIaA Lejgcd Family." 

C C 2 PER$, 
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DERS^ the heavy cxpcnditare unavoidably 
attendant upon travelling from one feat of 
fport to another; the very great probabi- 
lity of accidents or breaking down in run- 
ning, with a long train of uncertainties, 
added to the infamous prafiices of the 
" Black Legged" fraternity, in perpetual 
intercourfe and afTociation with both train- 
ers and RIDERS ; leaving the cafual fportf- 
man a very flender chance of winning one 
bet in ten^ where any of this worthy fo^ 
aety are concerned; which they generally 
are by fbme means, through the medium 
gf occafional emiflaries, mercenary agents^ 
or ftable dependants, in conftant pay for the 
proftitution of every truft that has been im- 
plicitly repofed in tliem by their too credu- 
lous employers. 

Such incontrovertible truths may perhaps 
appear matters of mere conjedure and fpecu- 
lation to the young and inexperienced, who 
will undoubtedly believe with reluftancc, 
>vhat is fo evidently calculated to difcour^ge 
the predominance of inclination ; and not 
having explored the regions of difcovery, they 
may be induced to flatter themfelves with an 
opinion, that fuch reprefentation is a delufion 

iuteaded 
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intended much more to entertain than com- 
municate inftrudlion. ^lOfwever, that the bu-- 
finefs m^y be elucidated in fuch way, as will 
prove moft applicable to the nature of the 
cafe and the patience of the reader; it will 
fce neceflaay to afford their praiJlices fuch ex- 
planation, a8 may render the facility of exe- 
cution more familiar to the imagination of 
thofe, whofe fituations in life, or con trailed 
opportunities, may have prevented their being 
at all informed upon the fubjeft in agitation^ 

That thefe ads of villainy may be the 
better underftood, it becomes applicable tp 
obferve, that it is the perfevering pradlice of 
THE FAMILY, to havc four, five, or fix 
known good runners in their pofTeflion; 
though for the convenience and greater cer- 
tainty of public depredation, they pafs as the 
diflind: property of different members 2 but 
this is by no means the cafe, for they are 
as much the joint flock of tAe party, as is 
the flock in trade of the firfl firm in the city. 
The fpecd and bottom of thefe horfes are 
as accurately known to each individual of 
the brotherhood, and they are in general 
(without an unexpefted accident which fome- 

C c 3 times 
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times happens) as well convinced before 
fiarting^ whether they can beat their com- 
petitors, as if the race was slbfolutel]r dfctcr- 
mined. 

This, however, is only the necfcflary ground- 
work of deception, upon which every part 
of the fuperflrudure is to be raifed : as they 
fcxperimentally know how little money is to 
be got by wifiHitig, they feldom permit that 
to become an objedt of momentary confider^ 
ation ; and being no ilaves to the fpecious 
delations of honour, generally make their 
market by the reverje, but more particularly 
where they are the leaft expedtcd ta lofe: 
that is, they fucceec^ beft in their general de- 
predations by lojing where their horfes are the 
favourites at high odds after a heat or twoj 
when expefted to win to a certainty^ which 
they as prudently take care to prevent. 

This buiinefs, to infure fuccefs ahd emo- 
lument, is carried on by fuch a combination 
of villainy; fuch a fympathetic chain of hor- 
rid machination, as it is much to be la- 
mented could ever enter the minds of de- 
generate rheh for the purpofes of deftrudion. 
3 * The 
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The vaHoiis modes of pra&ice and inipbfi- 
Hon are too numerous and cxtenfi ve to ad- 
mit of general explanation ; the purport of 
the pffefent epitome or contifatfled defcription 
being intended to operate merely as a guard 
to thofe, who are totally unacquainted with 
the infamy of the party, whofc merits wc 
tneaii to defcribe* 

The principal (that is, the oftenfible pro-, 
prictor of the horfe for the day) is to be fotin^ 
in the centre of the "betting ring/* 
previous to the ftarting of the horfe, fur^ 
founded by the fpofting multitude ; ^mofigft 
whom his emiflaries place themfelves to pfer* 
fbrm their deftined part? in theadls of villainy 
tegukrly carried on upon thefe occafions \ but 
more particularly at all the meetings withift 
thirty or forty miles of the metropolis. 
In thi^ confpicuous fituation, he forms a 
variety, of PRETtNDfeD bets with his 
confederates j in favour of his oWn horfe ; 
fuch bait the uhthinking byftandersl immedi- 
ately fVallbW, and J)rbfeeeding Upon this ihevir 
of cbnfidence, bdtk him themfelves: theft 
offers afe imfhediately accepfed to any 
amount by the emiifaries before-mentioned, 

C c 4 and 
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and is in &i&, no more than a palpable rob- 
beryi as the horie, it is already determined 
BY THE FAMILY, is fiot to wtfi, and the 
money fo betted is as certainly their own u 
if already decided. 

This part of the bufinefs being tranfadt-n 
ed, a new fcene of tergiveriation becomes 
necefTary; the horfe being mounted, the 
rider is whifpered by the nominal awner to 
win the iirft heat if he can ; thi$ it is fre-r 
quently in his power ta do eafy^ when he is 
confequently backed at ftill inereqfed odds as 
the expeded winner; all which propofcd 
bets are inftantly taken by the emjflaries, or 
rather principals in the firm: when, ,to 
fhew us the verfatility of fortune, and the 
viciflitudes qf the turf, he very une:>^pe£ledly 
becomes a loser, or perhaps runs out of the 
courjey to the feigned difappointment and 
affedted forrow of the owner ; who publicly 
declares he has loft fo many -^ fcore pounds 
upon the race,'' whilft his confederates are 
individually engaged in collecting their cer-^ 
taintiesy previous to the casting up 
STOCK, at the general rendezvous in the 



evening. 
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To this plan there is a direct alternative, 
if there fhould be no chance (from his being 
fufficiently a favourite) of laying on money 
in this way ; they then take the longeft odds 
they can obtain that he wins, and regulate ox 
vary their betting by the event of each heat j^ 
winning if they can, or /ofing to a certainty^ 
Its beft fuits the bets they have laid^ which 
is accurately known by a pecuniary confulta^ 
tion between the heats. From another de^ 
gree of undifcbverable duplicity their greater 
emoluments arife ; For inftance, letting a 
horfe of capital qualifications win and lose 
almoft alternately at different places, as may 
be moft applicable to the betting for the day \ 
dependent entirely upon the fl:ate of public 
opinion, but to be ultimately decided by the 
latent villainy of the parties more immedi- 
gtely concerned* 

Thefe, like other matters of magnitude^ 
are not to be rendered infallible, without 
the neceflary agents; that, like the fmaller 
wheels of a curious piece of mechanifm, 
contribute their portion of power to give 
jdion tp the whole. So true is the ancient 
^dage, ** birds of a feather flock together/' 

that 
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tbat RiD£Rs may be £ch€tt6, trfao will prove 
itxtiolably faithful to the didates of this 
party ^ that could not or would not reconcife 
an honourable attacbiHeiit to the firft ik^ 
bfcitieft in the kingdbili. T^fe are the ift- 
Ibrnal deceptions and a£ts of villany upod 
THE TURF, that have driven Adt)3ettietf> gfeti- 
Hetbett, and ^rtfmeti of hbnotir^f firdm whit 
are tailed amntty courfirt to their afylum C& 
KkwMAkKBT ; wliere, by the ercltlfiorr of 
th6 Family from their dabs^ and dieif 
Iiot&s from their suB&criptioms> swee^* 
iT^Akfes and matches, they remier them^ 
JfelVfcs invulnerable to tfie often envenK^i 
ihafts 6f the mpft premeditated (and in g^-^ 
fleral ivell executed) villainy. 

Without entering into a tedious defcrip- 
tion of the many poffible means by which 
depredations are committed upon the pro- 
perty of individuals, whom faftiion or incli- 
/latioti prompts to fport their money upt)n 
fuch occafions ; yet to render thefe villainous 
praftices niore familiar to the minds of thofe 
who may increduloufly doubt the poffibi- 
lity of deceptions of this kind, inftances 
mufl: be adduced to cftablifh the certainty, 

of 
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of which there has befen too mtoy public 
proofs, to require the fji^ification of any 
particular fad: for the pufpofe. It may fuf- 
fice to obferve, it is uHiverfally known fttch 
Villainies have been repeatedly difcotercdj 
wh^re the dwners hav^ been notorioufly dif- 
qualified by advertifements, frdm ever rto»- 
hing their horfes, and thofe riders from rid- 
i*ig, at the places where theyhave been ib 
jiiftly ftigmatized, and fo properly held in the 
utmoft contempt. 

Upon fo precaribus a tenurte does etety 
^porting man of fpirit retain his hofte df 
fuccefs, that I will be bound to vferify the 
^flfertiofi by innumerable inftaftces; that lib 
jQciali livihg can BkEEf), train, and run 
hi* horfes to infare 6t^tn a probability dE 
criiolmnent, by ahy honourable means whiat- 
cveir. ,NobIemen and Gcntfcmcnr of nxi- 
menfe fortunes^ to ivhort it* is an aniufe- 
iHkni, arid vrho flcVer know the Want of 
annual receipts, in a repetition of thqufands • 
may indulge themfelves in a gratification of 
their predominant wifhes, and feel no ill ef- 
fed from a variety of loScs, or perpetual ex- 
penditure. 

It 
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It is not fo with thofc of inferior property 
and iituation ; as may be plainly perceived 
in the great number who become rotation- 
ally infedted with the experiment of train- 
ing for one Jhmmer, but never repeat it. 
This is not at all. to be wondered at, when 
we recoUedt, that after all the expence, 
trouble, and anxiety, you have expofcd 
yourfelf to, for the very dijiant chance of 
obtaining a fifty pound plate or two, with 
various dedudtions; you are at laft under 
the unavoidable neceffity of refigning the 
bridle into the hands of a ipan, who may 
perhaps prove one of the greateji rqfcaif 
among the groupe we have already defcribed. 
For when thus felefted for fo important a 
truft, it may fo happen, you have never feen 
him before ; nor may he ever fee you again : 
On the contrary, he may be connefted with 
a little hoft of colleagues upon the courfe, 
with whom he is perpetually concerned in 
afts of reciprocal kindnefs and joint deprc-^ 
dation. 

From fuch dangerous delegation, you can 
form (upon refledtion) no hope of fuccefs; 
unlcfs your horfe, by the rider's endeavour 

to 
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to win, (hould * prove pfoduftive of bets, 
beft fuiting the convenience of the fa- 
mily. However, to render this perfedtly 
clear, let us confirm the fadt by a ftate- 
ment not to be mifunderftood. Suppofe, 
the owner of a horfe connipenfates a rider, 
that he engages from an idea of his fu- 
perior ability, reputed integrity, or upon 
recommendation, with a promife of five 
-guineas certain to ride according to inftruc- 
lions for each heaty and a conditional five 
or ten extra, if he wins. What can be the 
utmoft emolument to him by winning? 
Why, as before flated, either ten or fif- 
teen guineas! While, on the contrary, 
if the horfe is of charad:er and qualifi- 
cations, and the odds run a little in his 
favour for the laft hfeat; the induftrious 
cflforts of the rider's confederates, who arc 
taking thofe very odds Idd upon the horfe^ 
(that it is already pre-determined (hall lofc) 
they accumulate and divide much larger fums 
to a certainty^ without the chance of lofing 
a fingle guinea. 

I ihall not defcend to an enumeration of 
a ^ variety of praftices that render plunder 

equally 
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equdly iafe from detedion ; as givipg a 
horfe water in the night previoas to the 
day of running ; or throwing a mUd ca-^ 
thartic^ or firong diuretic into thp body, 
to produce indifpofition, a|id prevent the 
POSSIBILITY of a horfe winning, when 
it is determined by the cabinet couNr 
SEL, that it is for the general good he muft 
LOSE. If any rational beipg, any g^iierou^ 
nnfufpefting fportfinan, or any juvenile no- 
viciate, has the mod flender doubt re- 
maining of thefe practices, '\^t me req^sr 
the matter deciiive, and bring it to a ne- 
ceflary concluiion, by a fingle queftion that 
will not require a moment's diicuffipn ip 
reply. 

By ' what other means t!han thofe al- 
xeady defcribed between the family and 
THE riders, have the. numbers that are 
well known, and that we cQnftantly fee 
in the height of bujinefs in every popu- 
lous betting ring^' arifen to a Jftate of opu- 
lence ? What can have exalted meu wh(> 
were bankrupts in trade ; poft-chaife 
drivers, hair dreffers, waiters, footiqeh, 
jjayji the loweft clafs of gamblers, (that ab? 
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iolijtely raifed contributions arpong the mpf^ 
wretched, by even the infamqi^s pr»ftice« 
of ** pricking in th belt^' and *•* ht^^ng 
in the hat^*') to their Pha¥Tpj?s, hrfu in 
(mmngj, and confpipiiQu§ feats ia thp ^rft 
fafhionable BATTING stands, (vpong the 
mofl eminent ^haraders in the kingdom) 
})ut fuch ad:s of pren^editated and deep lai4 
villainy^ ^ no man living can \» guarded 
^gainfl:, if he ^mbark^ or ventures hi^ 
property amongft a fef of ruffians^ that are 
not only a nc^orious peft to fpc|e(y9 but 
a dangerous nuisance ^4 obftrndioA to ona 
of the npblpft d^verfipns owr kingdom has 
to boaf^. 

Under fuph numerous di&dvantages, it 
muft prove palpably clear to every ob- 
ferver, that none but fportfinen with for- 
tunes of the firft magnitude, can confcien- 
tipufly enjoy the pleafure of breeding^ 
TRAINING, and RUNNING their horfes, 
without the perpetual dread of ^pproach-^ 
ing ruin; in fa^ty of this fuch a repetition 
©f proofs have tranfpired within the laft 
twenty ye^r9# that the leaft defcriptiv^ 
cpr;!9bpratiQ0 becomes totally unneceilary. 
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For my own part> I am decifively and 
experimentally convinced^ no man in mo- 
derate circumftances, who cannot afford a 
daily proftitution of property for the in- 
ceffant gratification of dependent iharks on 
one hand, and the perpetual fupply of de- 
ceptive villains on the other, can never ex- 
pedt to become the winner of match, 
PLATE, or SWEEPSTAKES, unlcfs hc hap- 
pily pofifeiTes the means and fituation to go 
through the bufinefs of training under his 
own roof, arid riding his own horfei or fix- 
ing firm reliance upon fome faithful do- 
meftic properly qualified, totally uncon- 
nedted with the contaminating qrew, whoft 
conduct we have fo accurately delineated, 
•without an additional ray of exaggeration. 
But as my declaration of proof coUefted 
from EXPERIMENTAL CONVICTION, may 
not be generally accepted as fufficicntly 
authentic, without fome more powerful 
evidence than bare fuperficial aflertion; I 
muft beg permiflion to conclude thefe ob- 
fervations, upon the prefent flate and va- 
rious impofitions of the turf, with the 
communication of a few perfonal occur- 
rences, that I doubt not will contribute 
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jGbmeoWeight. to the opiiMons I havsjubmit- 
lodt IX) {)^Hc cpi)fi(i«at jpn . ^-^ 

:In ttediuiinicr of <fcyenteen hulked fe-- 
Vcnty-jfive, :I ,ran a match ,of four piiles, 
carrying tv/clve.ftone, (widi a gelding got 
'by-BRX^oM^TiQH) againft a, mare, thfe pro- 
►perty. of .a . geaitleaian of . confider^ble fpr- 
itune in. the county of Effex, for fifty gui- 
/iieas. J His ex ten five property was confpi- 
.cuous in .an elegant manfion, a paddock 
of vdeer, .a pack of harriers, and a liberal 
jfabfcription to.a neighbouring pack of fox 
vhounds. That we .might be equally free 
-from even a chance of the deception in 
riding ^I\hzvQ juft dcfcribed; we trufted. tp 
our own abilities in jpckeyfhip, for. a deci- 
' lion in which / conceived our honour and 
property were equally concerned, .The 
match, however, was decided againft him 
v/ith perfeS} eafe^ upon which he loft fome 
, confiderable bets ; but in the .mortification 
. €)f his difappointment, afFefting to believe, it 
was won with much difiiculty, he propofed 
to run the fame match on that day fort- 
night, upon my confenting to give him 
five pounds, or, in other words, to reduce 
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his weight to eleven Jione nine. This waj 
inftantly acceded to, and* many bets made 
in cdnfequence, among our neighbouring 
friends; but previous to the day of run- 
ning, having accepted an invitation to his 
houfe, he there moji honourably offered to 
pay me the five and twenty guineas, before 
the race^ if ** I would obligingly conde- 
fcend to let him win/* I have a firm 
and anxious hope, that every fportfman of 
ijitegrity, whofe feelings vibrate in unifon 
•"with my own, and who reads this propo- 
Ction with the indignation it is recited ; 
will do me the juflice to confider it more 
proper, that he fhould conceive^ than be- 
coming in me to relate^ the particulars 
of my behaviour upon fuch occafion. It 
muft fuffice to fay, I rode over the courfe 
without a companion \ and as the match 
was made play or pay, received the 
payment for my confolaiion. There are 
numerous And very powerful reafons, why 
. I forbear to make a lingle remark upon 
this bufinefs \ leaving it entirely, with its 
intiiiity of annual Jimilitudes^ to the diffe- 
rent impreiiicns it may make upon the 

PKIN- 
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PRINCIPLES of the dijfferent readers to whom 
it will become a fubjeft. 

This was only a fingle attack, cpnfe- 
quently parried with much greater cafe, 
than when aflailed by an almoft incredible 
combination of villainy, in running a 
match for the fame fum four years fmce, 
upon one of the moft populous and fafliion- 
able courfes in the kingdom. But hav- 
ing theriy as before ^ the fame invariable opi- 
nion of the duplicity praftifed in train- 
ing and RIDING, 1 had never permitted 
the mare out of my pofTcflion, or from 
under my own infpedion, from the hour 
fhe was matched to run; or intended her 
to be rode by any other perfon, than a lad of 
my own. that (literally fpeaking) I initiated 
in ftable management and trained with the 
mare for the purpofe. 

Thus entrenched by prudence, and forti- 
fied by experience, it was impoffible for 
thofe concerned againft me, either by their 
numerous emifTaries, or induftrious adherents, 
to obtaip the requifite intelligence of trials^ 

D d 2 fweats^ 
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JweatSy or in feft any neccflkry infofitfatioh, 
by which their intentional villainy Could I* 
promoted with a probability of fuccefs. But 
las adventurers of this complexioti afe riever 
difconcerted by trifling dbftaclcs, it wfll ere- 
ate no imall degree of furprife, to thofe hbt 
'ftt all apprifed of the various fhifts, 'ihven- 
tions, ^nd fchemes of villainy in ccWftjtrtt 
pradice upon the TURt' ; to be infottrifcd 6f 
the innumerable and remote cofitirivalicte, 
eternally adopted for the promotion of rdb- 
l)ery and depredation upon others, as Xv^l as 
the execution of their intents upcjn xAfc, 
which, however, very fortunaicly iSid fiDt 
fucceed. 

On the day of running, having temovcfd 
my mare from my own ftable To a reclufc 
and convenient houfe within two mil6s oi 
the courfe ; locked her up by five in the 
morning, and configned my lad to his pil- 
low, (to prevent either converjation or com^ 
munication^) I was almoft immediately en- 
quired for by a jgckcy of fomc eminence^ 
whofe ability is held in tolerable cftima- 
tion. Being juft then in the adt of taking 
brQakfaft, and U^e parlow: doo;; having been 

6. left 
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%ft a, very little qpen, I could juft diftin- 
guifh the parties ; and difHnftly heard the 
enquiring rider fay to his companion, " If 
he'll let me ride her^ FU do him by G-^d.'" 
^* Nay, then I have an eye upon you^,*' was 
% quotat^ioa that ikuck me with the full 
force of the author. Luckily' fhielded with 
this confidence, I philofi>phicaJJy made my 
appearance; when, this honejl^ worthy y im-^ 
maculate type of turf integ>rity, madp 
an apology fqr the liberty of troubling me^ 
^* but he. underftood I had a tmr^ to rua 
that day ; that the oppofite partly had nftt 
ufed him well in fora/e previous, concerns; 
ho wiflied tQ be revenged;^, ^nd with nxy 
permiffion he would ride t-hq txiare gra- 
tis^ in, which he wo.uJd exert his greateft 
aMity, and cM aot doubt bu^t he {houJd be 
able 10 beat them out: of the world.""" 

I was thankful to a degree of si^rMi- 
LiATiQJf for the liberality of his offer, per- 
fe<Jtly confcious ^f his kindnefs, and volun- 
tary attention to my intereji i but 1 was 
pbflinately determined to Hand or fall by 
thp effeft. of miy own managem?ent> under 

Dd 3 the 
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the additional difadvantagc of a young and 
inexperienced rider. 

Previous to the day of running, I had re-f 
peatedly and carefully inftrufted my own lad 
in every minutiae it became necefiary to have 
in conftant remembrance ; naturally con- 
cluding to what an infinity of attacks and 
deep laid fchemes he would be eternally 
open previous to the hour of ftarting. I 
had particularly cautioned him, not to deliver 
a iveigbt out of his pocket from the time 
of weighing to his return to the fcale after 
the race, upon any account whatever i not 
to pull up till he was confiderably paft the 
winning poji ; nor to make even an effort 
to difmoiint till I led his horfe up to the 
fcale. All thefe very fortunately proved 
propitious precautions; for not one of the 
whole but was individually attacked, with a 
well fupported hope and unremitting expec- 
tation, of rendering us dupes to an efta- 
blifhed courfe of villainy, that it is to be 
regretted fo frequently fucceeds. 

, When juft going to ftart, a real friend, or 
rather an honeji man, who had that moment 
heard the fccret tranfpire in a whifpery came 

and 
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and told him they had weighed him, ten. 

' Jlone four founds y placing four pounds in his 
pockets more than he was entitled to carryj 
advifing him to ride up to the fcale and infift 
upon being re- weighed ; but adhering clofeiy 
to my inftruiftions, he refufed to difmountj 
or relinquifh a fingle weight, and abfolutely 
won his match with four pounds more than 
he fliould have carried. Fifty yards before 
he reached the winning poft, one of the party 
clamorouily commanded, him to pull up ^ 
faying, the other ** would never overtake 
him-,'' the moment I had his horfe by the 
bridle leading him to the fcale, another vo- 
ciferoufly enjoined him *' tO get off and not 
dijirefs the mare i' either of which, not pre»- 
vioufly guarded againft, but inadvertently 

- complied with, mull have inevitably loft the 
ivcry confiderable fum I had depending upoi? 
the event, 

But to confirm beyond every (hadow of 
doubt this horrid fcene of deliberate villainy 
and deception ; while the mare was rubbing 
down at a fmall diftance from the courfe, af- 
ter winning the race and receiving the ftakes, 
a perfon came and made enquiry, whether 
f * a jockey had not been with me that morn- 

5 i«g 
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ing early, making an offer to ride my^ rhzrd, 
GRATIS ?" Upon my anfwering in the af- 
firmative, he affured me I had a' very* riar- 
row efcape; for ** he had fat the prieced- 
ing evening in an adjoining room; dividtd 
only by a deal partition, and heard' the entire 
plan formed by the party concerned; that 
if I confented to let him ride, my mare was 
to lofcy and he was to" be rewarded." 

However trifling or fuperfluous: a recitel 
of thefe circumftances may ajipcar to' the 
Well informed and long expferienccd' fportf- 
mah I they are no lefs neceffary with the ju- 
venile adventurer, to eftabllfti the exiftcncc 
of fafts, and expofe the various means' of 
almoft inexplicable diipUcity^ in'vention^ and 
impojition^ by which the opulent, libe- 
ral, and inconsiderate are fo frequently 
reduced to a ftate of repentant deftrudlion. 
Their introdufVion will confequently ferve to 
render incontrovertible the proof of fuch prac- 
tices ; and to demonftrafe the folly and dan- 
ger of encountering fo great a complication of 
deliberate villainy and fyftematick depreda- 
tion, where there muft ever remain fo con- 
fufed a profped of extrication, with either 

SUCCESS 
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SUCCESS or EMOLUMENT. Undcf the in- 
fluence of fuch refledtions as niuft naturally 
arife froni a knowledge of, and r&trofpeftiv* 
allufion to, fuch incredible afts pf villainy ii^ 
conftant praftice; every reader will be en-» 
abled to decide, whether it can poflibly tentj 
to the promotion pf hisPLEASURE^ inter- 
est or SAFETY, to fufpend arfy part of 
his property by ^ fuch doubtful dependencies, 
Cpnfcious of no motive for the exposure pf 
fuch abftrufe deception and complicated de^ 
ftni^ive villainy, but an anxious Contribution 
to the general good ; lan^ moft earneftly 
induced to hope the purity of intentioi^ 
may lay fome claim to the ftamp of pubHc 
approbation, however deficient my flend^i^ 
abilities may hgve proved in the execu-t 

TiON^ 



FINIS, 
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ARABIANS, p. 4, 30. 
Abortion^ cafe of, 6i. 
Author, anecdote of, 121, 124, 127, 402. 
Alderman an, comparative view of, igi. 
Animal Magnetiim, 253. 
Alteratives, 269. 

Agriculture Society, Odiham, 270. 
Aliment, its procefs, 207. 
Adventurer, legerdemain, 355, 
Anecdotes, 367. 
Aicot, plate won^ 61/ 
Aliment, of different kinds, 93. 
Authors, a review of, 135. 

B 

Breeding, p. !• 
Blood Horfes, 4, 3i6« 
Breeders, northern, 7. 

■ -, inconfiftent, 11, 
— -, penurious. 49, 
Bowdrow, 1 8, 

Elood Stock, current price of, 24, 
Bracken, remark upon, 31/213, 219, 253, 255. 

« 

Breaking, 105. 

Breakers, intoxication of, 109; 

^-— — — , qualifications, 113^ 
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Bartlet, 157, 161, 182, 213, 

Bleeding, adverted to, 216. 

Blind Stallions, 7, 36, 40. 

Blood, the ftate of, 217, 272, 299. 

Bone, confidered, 314. 

** Black Legs," who fo called, 387, . 

Blindnefs, by hard running, 41. 

— — , by too frequent covering, 41. 

Bar Shoes, remarks upon, 183. 



Cumberland, former duke of, p, 17, 65. 
Cantharides, dangerous ufe of, 44. 
Carrots, great utility of, 95. 
Clergyman, anecdote of, ii8» 
Country Farriers, 120. 
Cripples, by (hoeing, 155, 
Corns, caufe of, 171, 173. 

, cure, 174, 

Cutting, caufe of, 176* 

Cleanlinefs, necefEty of, 194, 202. 

Clarke, Mr, remark upon, 217, 272, 341. 

Cafes, of difeafed eyes, 233. 

Chafe, of ftag or fox, 292, 320, 32^, 

Chambermaid, liberality to, 372. 

» * 

Courts, of law, 379. * 
Colt, improvement of, 69. 



Draft Horfe, Englifli, p. 10, 26* 

Dungannon, 18. 
Dealers, pradlice of, 107. 
Difpoial, proper mode of, 38|» 
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£^plev dam o^ p. 17. 
■ i get of, 18, ia 

Hvergreen, 20» 
Xqueftrians, juvenile, 193^ 
£xercrfe, 203, 344. 

-, comparative tieWr of, ij^l^ 
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» ' H » in the metropolis, 250, 
Fyes, defeSs jn, 144, 295, 348. 
■ » lofs ofi 193. 
Cneniies^ to improvement, 99^ 



Foaling, proper time of, p« 47, 51, 

Foal, time of mares going with, 55* 

r y brought up by h^nd, 65* 

J^eet, different kinds of, 158, 

Jlefhy, footed horfes, 18 ;. 

Feet, attended to when young, 183* 

Fundaments, artificial, 257. 

Figure, in the field, 291, 323. 

Feeding, 337, 339, 356, 

Farmer, a ftory of, 358, 

fortunes, annihilated, 386, 

«.« Family the," dcfcribed, 387. 

Fired horfes, the caufe of fo many, 109, 

Farriers, ability pf^ 168. 
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Gunpowder, p. 18. 
Gibfon, 135, 157.. 
Gentlemen, advice to, 139% 



Gamblers, 387. 

Generofity, of Spoitfoi^, ^(9» 

ft 

Hunters, Englifh, p. 5. 

Herod, King, 20. 

Highflyer, 20, u>2. 

Hamilton, Lord Spencer, 40*^ 

Horfes, ftarting, 115. 

Humours, the effeftof >epktSoh, -tZcJS, 2i%'i!ii. 

Hunters, 289. 

-, condition of, 291, choice of, 31 j. 

Heroes, on horfcback, 188, 327. 
Hacders, mentioned, 319. 
jHunter, inanagement of, 321 • 

^ in the chace, 325* 

- , after the chace, -328. 
JHard Riders, mentioned, 36^* 
^orfes^ (p]pSdon of^ 3^0^ 

Jupiter, p. 18. 

Jerry Sneak, 4P* 

Ignoranc^^ pf grooms, 139^ ^94* 

Juvenile Equeftrians, 193. 

Jnns, defcrlbed, 351* 

/— , their figns emblematic^ 354j 

Jll ufagc Li;! ^gioeing, 143. 

Ring's T. the Hpiu blind flalli(%^-^« 39^ 

L. 

accfteritirc, p. 5, :26# - 
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• lyincolnfhire, 5, 26. • 
Lewenhock, upon Male Semen, 41. 
La Fofle, 160, 182. 
Livery Stables, 190, 203. 
Light, advantages of, 201 • 
Labour, probable, 251. 
Landlords, defcription of, 352. 
** Lets go," its utility, 360. 
Lottery Office Keepers, 383. 
Lamenefs from ihoeing, 166, 169* 

M. 

Mare, fpider legged, p. 7. 

Marfk, 16, 21. 

Mercury, 18. 

Meteor, 18. 

Milkfop, reafon why fo called, 65. 

Mare, management of, after foaling, 68. 

, when taken to horfe, 83. 
Medical ftudent, anecdote of, 362. 
Mare, compulfively covered, 54. 
— , her time of going with foal, 55. 
Major O'Flaherty quoted, 190. 
Medicines, author's, follow Index. 
Matches, of the author, 401, 403. 

N. 

Newmarket, p. 4, 394, 
Northamptonlhire, 5, 26. 
Nutrition, efFedls of, 8, 75. 
Nitre, itsufe, 241. 

, its abufe, 243. 
Noble Lord, anecdote of, 384* 
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Ofmer, quoted, p. 148, 

's felf-contradidlion, 161. 

Oftlers, defcription of, 329, 354, 357. 

, reward to, 372. 

Obligation, mutual, 142. 

P. 

Perfpiration, explained, p. 2io. 

, its obftrudion, 248. 

Purging, the confiftency of, 296, 301. 

, difference of adlion, 308. 

Purges, mercurial, 311. 

Parliament, petition to, 353, 

Poll horfes, 373.- 

Pawnbrokers, 383. 

** Perfevere and conquer," 1 28» . 

Quackery, danger of, p. 239. 
Quixotes, equeftrUnj 189. 

ReftifF horfes, ill ufage of, p. iii, 127, 129, 1:45^ 
Rowelling, 253, explained, 256. 

• , anecdote of, 235, 263, 

— — , inveftigated, 277. 



• ', conclufion drawn, 283. &c. 

Repletion, and its efFeds, 189, 191, 208, 22^* 
Raci;ig> La the ch^e^ 327. 



Stallions, blind, pV7, 3^, 40^ 

•- ^, of falhion; 16, 35, 39; 

^ ■ , Shakefpear, i^^ 



— , Mafky 37. 

Soldier, 18. 

Sweetbriar, 20. 

Sulphur, anecdote of, 6o«- 

Shoeing, 130. 

Sportfmen, liberality of, 140- 

Smiths, ill ufage of horfes,^ 143* 

Stabling, 187, 

Stimulus, cathartic, 305. 

Sound, its meaning, (in law) 379, 

Sporting, bankrupts, 383. 

jjwanapy, ' four grafs, 68. 

Turf, p. '19, refinement of, 107. 
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Training, expenfive, p. 385. 
Turf, integrity, 405. 

U. 

Unions, heterogeneous, p. 6, lo. 

Vertumnus, p. 18. 
Ventilators, recommended, 201. 
Veterinarian education, 270. 

w. ■ ■ 

Woodpecker, p. 20. 
Woodcock, 54. 
Weaning foals, 85, loi. 
Writers, different, review of, 135. 
Water and its effeds, 248, 330, 339, 342, 357, 370, 373. 
Warm ftables, 356, 
Wignell, anecdote of, 363. 
Waiter, reward to, 372. 
■ Weftminfter Hall, 380. . 

r 

Y. 

Yorkfhire breeders, p. 5, 26* 
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Genuine and universally approved 

HORSE MEDICINES, 

FREPARED EY 

THE AUTHOR, 

AT HIS 

MEDICAL DISPENSARY5 

AND SOLD B'Y 

MefT. C. and G. KEARSLEY, N° 46, Fleet Street, London^ 

Hazard> Bath; Browne, Brift<jl; Trewman, Exeter; Eafton, 
Salifbury ; Bfiftow, Cnnterbury; Sandford, Shrewfbury; 
Holl, Worcefter ; Raikes, Gloucefter; Ckickar, Chclnnisfoni; 
Hodfon, Cambridge; Newcomb, Stamford ; Billingc, Liver- 
pool ; Goadby, Sherborne ; Gedge, Bury ; Burnham, North- 
ampton; Lawrancc and Trafh, Oxford ; Gillman, Rochefter; 
De la Motte, Weymouth ; Blakeney, Windfor ; Gumm, 
Guildford; Allnutt, Maidenhead; Payn, Saffron Walden ; 
Adams, Loughborough ; Phillips, Leicefter ; Norths, Breck- 
nock ; Williams and Co. Swaniea ; Cook, Farnham ; Nor- 
bury, Brentford ; Bailey, Calae ; Boult, Egham ; Witton, 
Chertfey; Jackfon, Dartmouth; Liddell, Bodmin; Sroidi, 
Bedford ; Marlhall, Lynn ; Fuller, Newbury ; Lanyon, 
Leftwithiel ; Hedges, Thame ; King, Winflow ; Newbur}% 
Benfon ; Whitgreave, Stourbridge ; and one Agent in moil 
Cities and principal Towns, fo foon as an Arrangement of 
fuch Extent can be properly formed. 

Mild Purging Balls, - - - is. 6d, each. 

Stronger Ditto, - - - 2s, 

Mild Meesurial Purging Balls, - - 2s. 

Stronger Ditto, - - . 2s. 6d, 

Cordial Rhubarb Purging Balls - - 2S. 6d, 
Purging Balls for Worms - - - 2S. 6d., 

Mild Diuretics for Cracks, Scratches, Surfeit, \^ , 

Hidebound or fluftuating Humours, / ^^' ^^ ^^^^"' 

Strongerditto, for perceptible FoiiInefsjDefeds "^ 

of the Eyes, Swelled Legs, and Greafc, 
Pcdoral Cardial Balls, for recent Colds or 

Coughs, and to be given after fevere Chaces 

er long Journies, 

Pcftoial 



8s. 
S>8s. 
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1?«aol:al Detergent Balls, for Obftinate Coughs, 1 

or Afthmatic and Qliick Winded Horfes, j ^* 
Fever Balls, - - - is. 6d. each* 

Balls for Looienefs or Scouring * -is. 6d» 

Balls for Strangury, - - - is. 6d« 

Balk for FiatuAent Cholic, or- Fret, - - 2«. 
Balls for Inflammatory Cholic, or Gripes, 2s. 

Bliftering Giiument. for Lamenels, bpavins, 1 

Splents, and Curbs, - - j 3 • P P • 

Embrocation for Lamenefs, or Strains, 2S. 6d. per bottle. 

Alterative Powders, for Cracks, i^cratchcs, "I , 

Surfeic, Hidebound, Mange, or Greafe, J"^^' peraoz. 



THE almoft unprecedented Portion of Public Favour that has 
fandlioned the Appearance of ** The Gentleman's Stable 
Directory," and rendered the Publication of the Ele<venth 
Edition unavoidably neceCfary within the Space of Thne Tears, 
may be candidly confidcred the incontrovertible Criterion of its 
Utility. The very flattering Marks of Approbation that have 
reacljed the Author, from fome of the moft diftinguifhed Cha- 
rafters, added to the prefling Perfuafions of others, equally 
high in the (porting World, have at length influenced him to 
render the Whole a complete Chain of Convenience to the 
Kingdom in general, by the perfonal Preparation of his moft 
eflEcacious Prefcriptions ; a Plan fo evidently calculated to 
eradicate the very Foundation of Empirical Imposition 
and Medical Adulteration, that he cannot indulge a 
Doubt, but the Promotion of a general Good, will be honored 
with the Stamp of Public Approbation. 

Mr. Taplin begs to add his moft grateful Acknowledge- 
ments to thofe Noblemen and Gentlemen, from whom he has 
received Permiffion of Reference for the Eflicacy of his Medi- 
cines ; and that every Plan may be adopted to render the Ar- 
rangement more acceptable, he wilhes it to be univejfally known, 
that Gentlemen refiding in remote Parts of the Country, who 
are defirous of keeping a fmall AfFortment of Medicines for 
unexpedled Emergencies, may always poflTefs the Privilege of 
exchanging them for new Prejjarations at any Seafon oj the 
Year, provided the charafteriftic Seal has not been broken. 
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C. and G. KEARSLET, 

At JOHNSON'S HEAD, FLEET-STREET, 

MAT BE HAD THE FOLLOWING 

NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



The HISTORY of FRANCE, 

From the firft Eflabllfliment of that Monarchy, brought down to, and 

including 

A complete NARRATIVE of the late REVOLUTION. 

Res geftae regumque ducumque, tc triflia BeUa. Hor. 

A new Edition, in Three Volumes, O^avo. 

Price Eighteen Shillings in boards. 

For CharaAers of the above Work, the Public are. referred to the 
Monthly, Analytical, Critical, European, and Engliih RcTiews. 



The HISTORY of ROME, 

From the Foundation of the City by Romulus, to the Death of Marcus 

Ajitoninus, 

By the Author of the History of France. 

Kes Romana, quae ab exiguis profeda initiis, eo creverit, lu jam magnl* 
tudine iaboret fua. Lxvt* 

In Three Volumes, Oftavo, 

Price Eighteen Sliillings in boards. 



The HISTORY of SPAIN, 

By the Author of the Histories of France and Rome* 

In Three Volumes, Odavo. 

Price Eighteen Shillings in boards. 



LETTERS to the Right Hon. EARL MANSFIELD, from ANDREW 

STUART, Efq. 

On the celebrated DOUGLAS CAUSE. 
Price Seven Shillinss and Six-pence, iewed.* 



BOOKS imbUihcd by C. and G. KEARSLEY. 

Brought down to the prefent Time, and including the Anns of all the 
PeerSy and the four Orders of Knighthood; alfo ornamented hy a 
ilriking Refcmblance of his Majefty in his parliamentary Robes, ele- 
gantly and accurately engraved upon a new Set of Plates, printed on a 
fuperifine Paper, the Lettcr-prcfs alfo on a new Typej being the 
cheapeft, lateft, and moft complete Work of the Kind extant : 

KEARSLEY's PEERAGE of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND^ 

and IRELANDj 

Containing an Account of the Origin, Honours, Marriages, and Ifl'ue 
of the Nobility ; a Lift of all their I amlly Names, Titles of elder Sons, 
and Tranflation of their Mottos. 

To which are added. 

The BLAZONRY, an Account of the ORDERS of KNIGHTHOOD, 
an exaa Valuation of each of the BISHOPRICKS, and a complete EX- 
TINCT PEERAGE of the Three Kingdoms, with the forfeited ani 
dormant Titles. 

A new Edition^ either In One or Two Volumes. 
Price Six Shillings in boards. 



A SHORT and EASY INTRODUCTION to HERALDRY, 

In Two Parts. 

Part I. Containing the Ufe of Arms and Armoury, Rules of Blazon 
and MadhaUing Coats of Armour, with engraved Tables upon a new 
PUn. 

Part II. A Di^ionary of Heraldry, with an alphabetical Lid of its 
Terms, in Englifh, French^ and Latin : Alfo the different Degrees of 
the Nobility, and Gentry of England, with Tables of Precedency. 

Embelliihed with Thirty-eight Copper-plates, containing upwards of a 
thoufand Examples. The whole compiled from the mod approved Au- 
thorities. 

By HUGH CLARK and THOMAS WORMULL, 

In Oaavo. Price Four Shillings in boards. 



V 



The POETICAL WORKS of SAMUEL JOHNSON, ll.d. 

Containing, London, a Satire, and the Vanity of Human Wllhes, 
both imitated from Juvenal; Irene, a Tragedy j The Winter's Walk j 
The Midfummer's Wlih ; and fundry other Pieces. 

Price Three Shillings in boards. 



Mr. GRAY'S POEMS, with Notes. 

By GILBERT WAKEFIELD, b. a. 

Price Four Shillings in boards. 



fiOOKS pabliflied by C. and G. KEARStfiti 

The POETICAL WORKS of DAVID OARRICK, tfq. 
Now fir A coUe^ed with explanatory Notes. 

ALSO 

A (hoTt Accovnt of his Life, and the Monody on his Deatht written by 
Mr. Sheridan. 

In Two Volumes* Price Eight Shillings in boards. 



A complete Syftem of NATURAL HISTORY, iUuilrated by upwards 
of One Hundred Plates, including above Five Hundred Animals, cle- 

. ^ntly engraved, with engraved Title Pages and Vignettes; alfo a 
Frontifplece* with a Head of Boffon, ail defigned by Mr. Bormkyi 

I and elegantly engraved by Chxsbam.* 

In Two Volumes, Oftavo. Price Seventeen Shillings in boards. 

BUFFON*s NATURAL HISTORY ABRIDGED, 

• «... ' 

Incluiiing the Hiftory of 



The Elements, 
The Earth aad its 
component Parts, 
Mountains, 
Kivers> Seas, 



Whirlwinds, 

WaterTfpoutSt 

Volcanoes, 

Earthquakes, 

Man, 



Wjinds, I Qiiadrupedsi 



Birds, FI(hes, 
SbeU Fifli, 
Lizards, 
Serpents, 
Infers, and 
Vegetables* 



Though the Natural Hiftory of M. De BufTon is one of the moft 
beautiful ProdaAions of the prefent Age, yet non« is certainly better 
calculated for Abridgmcrit. If it contains much ufeful Faft and much 
animated and elegant Defcription, it alfo contains much vifionary Theory 
and much fruitlefs and abfurd Speculation. The chief Advantages of 
ihis Work are, that it gives every ufeful Fa£l, every beautiful Defcrip- 
tion conrained in this Author, and in his own Words, unincumbered by 
faifc Philofophy or abftrufe Speculation. 

Another o()vious Advantage is, that what Is called the Natural Hiftory 
of M. De Dyffon concludes with the Quadrupeds, without including 
either Birds, Fiilves, Reptiles, or Infcdts. The preCent Work contains a 
mod cont>plete Syl \em of Ornithology, compiled from the French Volumes 
of our Author, fi)6m Wiiloughby, Latham, Pennant, and Goldfmithf as 
wtll as a full Account of Reptiles, Fifties, and Infects, from the moft 
Tcfpedable Natural! ft s. 

The Philofophic Parts are all carefully corrcfted agreeably to the lateft 
Difcoveries, and the "Unfclentific Reader will not be mifted by receiving 
as new the obfolets Philofophy of Forty Years ago, ' 

^' For the Convenience of thofe who do not choofe to purchafe this 
Work at once, it is to be had divided into Thirty-four Numbers. Price 
•Six-pence each. 

The SAME WORK, with the Plates coloured. Price Two 
Pounds Eleven Shillings in boards, or in Numbers, One Shilling and 
iSix -pence each. 



;«0(aiCS pnUHhcd by C, and G. KEARSLEY. 

LETTERS TO MARRIED WOMEN, 

On NURSING and the MANAGP.MENT of CHILDREN, 

By the late HUGH SMITPI, M.i;. 

The Sixth Edition, in Oclavo. 
Price Four SliiUings in Boards, 



THE GARDENER'S POCK-ET CALENDAR, 
On a New Plan, alphabetically arranged t 

With the neceflary Dire^ons for keeping a Garden in proper O: c'lj nt 
a fmall Expence, and for raifing Flowers in every Month in tiit- Vtnr ; 
alfo, for cultivating Vegetables for the Ufe of an Army in Caniji or 
Garrifon. 

By RICHARD WESTON, Efqj 

Price Two Shillings and Six-Pence, 



JUuftrated by a coloured Chart of the Poft Roads, 

A TOUR THROUGH ITALY, 

Containing full Direft!ons for travelling in that interefting CouRtryy 
with ample Catalogues of every Thing that is curious in ARCHI- 
TECTURE, PAINTING, SCULPTURE, &c. 

Some OBSERVATIONS on the NATURAL HISTORY, and very 
particular DESCRIPTIONS of the four principal Qities, ROME, 
FLORENCE, NAPLES, and VENICE, with their Environs. 

By THOMAS MARTYN, b.d.p.r.s. 

ProfeflTor of Botany In the Unlverfity of Cambridge, 
In OAavo. Price Seven Shillings in Boards, 



A SKETCH OF A TOUR IN SWIZZERLAND, 

Including M. De SauiTure^s Account of his Expedition to the Summit of 

MONT BLANC. 

By the AUTHOR of the TOUR THROUGH ITALY, 
With a Map, Price Two Shillings and Six-Pence. 



THE GENTLEMAN'S GUIDE in his TOUR through FRANCE, 

Containing Obfervations on every interefting or curious Objedj the 
Expences of travelling 5 Diftances of the Towns 5 beft Houfes of Accom- 
modation^ &c. With a Chart of the Pod Roads, 

The Tenth Edition, 

Price Three Shillings and Six-Pence, 



. BOOKS publifhed by C. and G. KEARStE^ 

A TOUR THiouGH HOLLAND, DUTCH BRABANT, amId TRt 

AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 

With an accurate Map of the Low Coiintries. 

By the late HARRY PECKHAM, Efqj 

" The Fourth EditMn. 

Price Three Shillings and Six-Pence* 



The BEAUTIES of SHAKESPEARE, 

Alphabetically digeiled, with a copious INDEX. 

To which is now added, 

KIs LIFE, and a Medallion of his Profile, and Garrick*s In Shade. 

A new Edition, ornamented with Plates, and improved by a confider- 
able Numberof the moil admired Scepes in Othello, Romeo and Jnliet, 
King Lear, Julius Caefar, Macbeth, Timon of Athens, Henry the Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth, Richard the Third, Hamlet, dec. &c. 

« Price Three Shillings and Six-pence fewed* 



The BEAUTIES of STERNE. 

Calculated for the Heart* of Seniibility. This Vohime' contains a 
pleafing Seleftion from the Works of that elegant Writer $ among which 
af«, The Story of Le Fevre and Uncl^ Toby, Maria, Shandy*s Bed of 
Juftice, Yorick's Horfe, Corporal Trim's Brother, the Dwarf, the Pulfe, 
the Pye-man^ the Sword, the Supper, the Starling, the Afs, Dr. Slop 
and Cbaciiah, T)r. Slop and Sufan, &c. 8cc, Alfo feveral of his mofl 
celebrated Sermons, elegant Sentinnents, and familiar Letters to his 
Friends. 

The Eleventh Edition, ornamented with Five new Plates, from the 

Defigns of Mr. N I X O N. 

Price Three Shillings and Six-pence fewed. 




The BEAUTIES of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
ConfiiUng of Maxims and Obfervations, Moral, Critical, and Mifcellaneoos. 

To which are new added, 

BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES, 

Sekdcd from the late Produftions of Mrs. Piozzi, Mr. Bofwell, and 

other authentic Teftimonies. 

This Edition is embelliflied with an etching of the Head of Dr. Johnfon, 
tul^i-ii from the Life about a Month before his Death. 

The Eighth Edition. Price 3s. 6d. iewed. 



The BEAUTIES of the SPECTATOR, TATLER, and GUARDIAN. 

In Two Volumes, Twelves. 
A new Edition. Price Six Shillings fewed. 
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